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King in Washington 

W ^S NC ^ 0N ^ CU 5 ) r' His Ma J esf y King Hussein 
on Wednesday arrived here on a short private visit 
after-he fimshed the third stage of his medical treat- 
ment, Jordan’s Ambassador to the tj.S. Marwan 
Muasher said. Muasher added that the third smee was 
successfully completed, pointing that the King eniovs 
very good health and high morale. J y 
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Kuwait to boycott Pan-Arab 
Games if Iraq participates 

DOHA (AFP) — Kuwait threatened Wednesday to 
boycott the Eighth Arab Games in Jordan in 1999 if 
Iraq is invited to participate. “The participation of Iraq 
in these games would mean the absence of Kuwait, 
the head of Kuwait’s Olympic Committee Sheikh 
Ahmed A1 Fahd Al Ahmed AJ Sabah said on the side- 
lines of an Arab footballt ourn ament here. “We will 
boycoit all sporting competitions in which Iraq is par- 
ticipating,” be said. Iraq has been excluded from 
sporting events since it invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 
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House casts vote 
of confidence today 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament is 
expected to cast a vote of con- 
fidence in Prime Minister 
fayez Tarawneh’s govern- 
ment following a three-day 
debate in which deputies 
urged the Cabinet to combat 
corruption, unemployment 
and poverty and halt the nor- 
malisation process with Israel 
while focusing on strengthen- 
ing Arab ties. 

In an unprecedented move 
during yesterday’s second day 
of debate, three parliamentary 
blocs in addition to indepen- 
dent and apposition figures — 
grouping 53 deputies — pre- 
sented a unified statement 
which many described as a 
comprehensive programme 
that tackled die country’s 
political, social and economic 
issues. 

“In our debate of the gov- 
ernment’s policy statement we 
Might to demonstrate the high- 
est level of vigilance and 
responsibility, acting in His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
absence exactly as we would 
in h is presence so we can 
stand united in handling the 
nation’s problems,” said for- 
mer Justice Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughmi, who spoke on 
behalf erf the 53 lawmakers. 

Dughmi said that was the 
reason behind the “exception- 
al” stand of his fellow 
deputies in presenting their 
views in one statement in 
reply to the prime minister’s 
address, presented to die 
House last week. 


The 53 deputies are also 
planning to gram Tarawneh’s 
23-man team a vote of confi- 
dence provided that govern- 
ments performance come 
under review after a six- 
month period when the House 
will consider further support. 

‘To re-emphasise our posi- 
tive spirit, we have decided to 
give the government a chance 
to enable it to carry out part of 
its programmes and then meet 
with it one month before the 
end of the coming ordinary 
session to discuss our confi- 
dence in the government," 
Dughmi told the 80-seat 
House. 

In addition to other deputies, 
the 53 lawmakers asked the 
government to stop normali- 
sation of ties with IsraeL 

“Our commitment to the 
peace treaty falls within the 
framework of securing com- 
prehensive peace said Dugh- 
mi. a deputy representing the 
Mafraq district. “But as the 
negotiations on all Arab- 
Israeli tracks are deadlocked 
as a result of Israel’s arrogance 
and intransigence and because 
the higher Arab interests 
supersede any other consider- 
ation, as the government has 
pointed out, we demand a halt 
to normalisation with Israel as 
we only see this process as 
serving Israel's interests.” 

Most of the 1 5 deputies who 
spoke during Wednesday's 
session, including the deputies 
who presented the unified 
statement, stressed on the 
importance of enhancing Jor- 
dan’s ties with Arab countries 
— harmed by the Kingdom's 


four-year-old peace treaty 
with Israel. 

“We call on the government 
to launch a serious campaign 
to strengthen Jordan’s ties 
with the other Arab countries 
with the hope of highlighting 
Jordan's status in the Arab 
World and reinstating its key 
role in pan- Arab affairs,” law- 
makers said in their unified 
statement, “Our relations with 
the Arab World constitute our 
strategic depth which we must 
preserve and develop." 

Most deputies did not foil to 
address the country's pressing 
problems of high unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 

“The country is going 
through a severe socio-eco- 
nomic crisis," Madaba Deputy 
Nasha't Hamameh told the 
chamber. “It is characterised 
by increasing rates of unem- 
ployment, expansion of 
poverty coupled with a fading 
middle class." 

The government has said 30 
per cent of the population live 
in either abject or absolute 
poverty while 15 per cent of 
the workforce are unem- 
ployed. Independent esti- 
mates, however, put jobless- 
ness at around 27 per cent 
among the country’s 4.2 mil- 
lion people. 

Fighting corruption, nepo- 
tism and red-tape were over- 
riding concerns among the 
deputies who spoke during the 
first and second day of debate. 

“We would like to point out 
that corruption has become 
rampant within the public 
administration and within 
some private sector institu- 


tions,’ 1 the 53 deputies said in 
their joint statement. 

“Corruption has become a 
dangerous disease eating up 
the economic and social struc- 
ture and posing a very serious 
threat to the future of this 
nation” 

The lawmakers asked the 
government to "be firm" in 
dealing with corruption and to 
uproot it by striking hard at the 
sources of corruption and 
those who abuse tbeir power 
in order to achieve personal 
gain at the expense of public 
funds, 

Ma’an deputy Walid Awa- 
jan said the constant change in 
the makeup of governments 
prevents ministers and gov- 
ernments from rising to their 
task and introducing serious 
changes or developments in 
the country. 

‘The short mandate of our 
governments and the constant 
and frequent changes and 
reshuffles lead to weaker 
achievements and to haphaz- 
ard policies," Awajan said. 
"This does not allow govern- 
ments to translate their poli- 
cies into concrete action.” 

Since 1989, toe country has 
witnessed eight governments, 
none of which served for 
more titan two years. 

Analysts expect Thrawneh’s 
government, mandated on 
Aug. 20, to obtain around 60 
votes. They could not predict, 
however, if the Cabinet will be 
able to break the record of for- 
mer Rime Minister Mudar 
Badran’s government which 
gained 64 votes in 1989. 


Peace negotiations continue after 
Arafat rejects Erekat’s resignation 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian negotiators returned to 
work Wednesday after Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat rejected a res- 
ignation offer by their chief, 
Saeb Erekat, in anger over U.S. 
pressure for new concessions to 
IsraeL 

“Resident Arafat met with 
Dakar yesterday evening and 
rejected his request that be be 
allowed to resign as a negotia- 
te*" said a senior Palestinian 
official on condition of 
monymity. 

“Erekai wSI continue in his 
job and be will be a member of 
the Palestinian delegation which 
is going to New York at the end 
of this week for the meetings, of 
the UN. General Assembly,” he 
said 

Israeli and Palestinian sources 
said mtensmr negotiations were 
continuing in hopes of wrap- 
ping up a long-awaited agree- 
ment on farther Israeli with- 
drawals from toe West Bank. 

The sources said if the final 
details concerning the pullback, 
related Palestinian security steps 
and other contingent issues can 
be worked out, a deal could be 
sealed by Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in the United States. 

Netanyahu arrived in New 
Yoik Wednesday and Arafat 
was due in the city over the 
weekend for the General 
Assembly session. 

Erekat handed in his resigna- 
tion Saturday, reportedly in 
anger at concessions offered to 
Israel in behind-the-scenes talks 
between Netanyahu advisor 
Yitzhak Mdcho and Ahmad 
Qpureia, the speaker of the 
fbkstinian legislature and the 
^ who seerctiy negotiated the 
frst Oslo peace accords 
between Arafat’s PLO and 
Israel in 1993. 

In an interview with AFP 
^dnesday, Erekat denied his 
“agnation was for such “per- 
sonal reasons.’’ 

“k was not aimed at anyone.” 


Israel prepared to recognise 
Palestinian-EU trade accord 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel has decided to drop its 
opposition to the 1996 free -trade agreement 
between toe European Union (ECO and the Pales- 
tinians, a high-ranking Israeli official said Wednes- 
day. 

The derision, made Sunday ahead of Wednes- 
day’s planned meeting between Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and an EU vice-presi- 
dent. is a "gesture of goodwill" intended to “reduce 
tension” with Europe, said the official, who asked 
not to be named 

But in return he said Israel wants the ELI to with- 
draw a proposal to exclude goods made in Jewish 
settlements in the Israeli-occupied territories from 
the tariff benefits enjoyed in Europe by other Israeli 
products. 

“You can’t put a yellow star on grapes produced 
by the seders while those of their Arab neighbours 
enter the European market without a problem,’’ the 
official said, referring to the star the Naas made 
Jews wear during World War 1L 
An EU commission in May accused Israel of 
cheating tariff regulations by exporting to Europe 
goods made in the settlements, which are located in 
areas not recognised as part of tbe Jewish state, 
under a “Made in Israel” label. 

Israel had previously refused to recognise the 

he said 

“l do not trust Netanyahu or 
believe he really wants to come 
to a solution” on the West Bank 
withdrawals, he said. 

“Also I believe th3t it is up to 
the U.S. administration to put 
pressure on Israel after the 
Palestinian National Authority 
agreed [to US. peace proposals] 
and dial it should not put pres- 
sure on toe Palestinian side to 
offer concessions,’' he said 
The United Stales has been 
promoting a plan which would 
require Israel to withdraw in 
stages from a further 13 per cent 
of the West Bank in return for 
stronger security guarantees 
from tbe Palestinians and a 
series erf other Israeli steps 
called for under interim peace 
accords. 

The ftilestinians accepted toe 


1996 Palestinian-EU accord, ratified by Brussels 
last year, because the text of the agreement defines 
toe West Bank and Gaza Scrip, both occupied by 
lsrad, as an "independent customs territory” 

‘This definition goes against toe regulations of 
the World Trade Organisation, which stipulate that 
an occupying power is responsible fix the external 
commerce of toe territories it occupies," toe Israeli 
official said 

“In feel toe Europeans have also cried to give toe 
creation of a Palestinian state a little push, even 
before negotiations on the final status of the Pales- 
tinian territories," be said without elaborating. 

The Palestinian-EU accord offers the Palestinians 
low tariff rates on the European market similar to 
those toe Israelis enjoy. Diplomatic reaction to toe 
Israeli announcement was cautious. 

“We are very sceptical about this decision and 
must examine it carefully because it appears 
attached to many conditions," said one Western 
diplomat in Tel Aviv who requested anonymity. 

Tte EU has repeatedly accused Israel of hamper- 
ing implementation of toe Palestinian accord, 
notably by keeping toe Palestinians from opening 
both a sea prat and airport in Gaza that would give 
them greater economic independence from Israeli 
control. 

Arafat’s deputy, Mahmoud 
Abbas, met late Tuesday with 
Mokrbo, Israeli and Pakainian 
officials said 

US. and Palestinian security 
chiefs also met Tuesday in a fur- 
ther bid to iron out differences 
over a security memorandum to 
accompany an eventual West 
Bank pullback deaL 
Hassan Asfour, another senior 
negotiator and minister in 
Arafat’s cabinet, denied there 
were major conflicts within the 
Palestinian negotiating team. 

"There are several different 
views represented in the Pales- 
tinian negotiating committee. 
This is healthy and a source of 
strength," he told AFP. 

“But it is President Arafat 
who gives the final decision 
based an overall view of the 
negotiating process,” he said. 


S. initiative in its entirety sev- 
il months ago. 

3ut Netanyahu has been seek- 
• changes to toe deal notably 
limit Palestinian control over 
t of the 13 per .cent to be 
led and to alter the terras of a 

ft security accord worked out 
U.S., Palestinian and Israeli 
urity officials late last year. 
Negotiations over possible 
isions to the U5. plan have 
m dragging on for weeks and 
re at toe centre of an incon- 
sive 1 1-day mission to the 
(on this month by U.S. medi- 
r Dennis Ross. 

Jut with both Israeli and 
estinian leaders due in the 
ited States this weekend, 
xts to bridge the remaining 
s have been continuing 
suavely, sources from both 


Crown Prince: Upgrading 
higher education a priority! 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan addresses the opening session of a seminar on 
higher education on Wednesday (Photo by Boghos) 


By Ran da NafTa 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
u>Id a one-day seminar yes- 
terday that upgrading higher 
education in the Arab World 
should be considered a pri- 
ority to enable qualified 
people to carer to rapid 
interna rionaJ changes. 

Speaking at the opening 
session of the seminar 
organised by Arab Thought 
Forum and the Association 
of Arab Private Institutions 
for Higher Education, enti- 
tled “Quality of Higher Edu- 
cation — in Theory and 
Practice" the Crown prince 
said, “what is important is 
not the availability of uni- 
versity seats bur rather 
adapting education to the 
national requirement of 
human resources." 

He added that upgrading 
the quality of higher educa- 
tion requires focusing upon 
scientific research, interac- 
tion between the university 
and society, cooperation 
between the different 
departments inside the uni- 
versity, and the need for 
more interaction between 
Arab institutes of higher 
education. 

The Regent urged the par- 
ley, which included Arab 
and Jordanian academics. 


university presidents and 
researchers, to establish a 
committee that will focus on 
finding qualified people in 
the Arab World and recom- 
mending them to work, in 
international organisations 
to secure a wider and more 
active Arab participation on 
the international scene. 

“Active Arab participation 
in the international arena is 
an essential need in serving 


Arab interests, and in identi- 
fying Arab and Islamic 
human rights.” the Crown 
Prince said. 

He emphasised the impor- 
tance of encouraging inde- 
pendent Arab drought, 
pointing out that His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
support for the Arab 
Thought Forum was a pri- 
mary reason for the rise of 
this independent institute 


concerned with objective 
dealings with Arab issues, 
and problems. 

Addressing the seminar, 
the forum’s Secretary Gen- 
eral Ali Utaika said, higher 
education is considered an 
essential element in the 
process of development, and 
financing it is an investment 
with a high return. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq counting on Annan to solve crisis 


Agencies 

IRAQ HAS said it is counting 
on UK. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to defuse the crisis over 
UK. weapons inspections in 
toe sanctions-hit state. 

“Iraq is counting on toe role 
of the UK. secretary general. 
We will wait to see what he will 
do over the next few days.” 
Iraq's Vice President Taha 
Yassin Ramadan said late Tues- 
day. 


Annan has proposed a "com- 
prehensive review" of sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, following a 
UK. resolution to suspend all 
sanctions reviews until Iraq 
cooperates with weapons 
inspections. 

Annan briefed toe Security 
Council Tuesday on his “com- 
prehensive review" of Iraqi 
sanctions that could lead to lift- 
ing of the oil embargo with 
‘less than 100 per cent" Iraqi 


disarmament, diplomats said. 

Earlier Annan briefed the five 
permanent council members — 
Britain. China, France, Russia 
and toe United States. 

One diplomat said there was 
no debate on toe secretary gen- 
eral’s plan. 

Iraq on Aug. 5 suspended all 
cooperation with toe UK. 
weapons inspectors until toe 
organisation is reformed and 
last week threatened to break 
off all cooperation if sanctions 


reviews are not restarted. 

Under UK. resolutions, UK. 
weapons inspectors must certify 
that Iraq do longer has weapons 
of mass destruction or long 
range missiles before sanctions 
are lifted 

Iraq has reacted favourably to 
Annan’s proposal and Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz is expected to meet Annan 
in New York on Sept. 28 to dis- 
cuss it. 


Iran adopts unprecedented military 
posture on Afghanistan border 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
armed forces have completed an 
unprecedented boil dip along 
the border with Afghanistan to 
counter any potential threat 
from the Taleban Islamic militia, 
officials said Wednesday. 

After a month of rhetoric 
against the Islamist Sunni Mus- 
lim militia and the movement of 
troops to the border, the army 
said Wednesday ii had all toe 
weaponry and equipment need- 
ed to defend the country in place 
in Khorasan province, bontoin^ 
Afghanistan. 

“The military command is 
operational in Khorasan.” said 
an unnamed army official, quot- 
ed by toe press. 

"We are fully prepared to hear 
orders from the commander-in- 


chief of tte armed forces,” Aya- 
tollah Alt Khamenei, who is also 
the country’s supreme leader, 
the official addecL 
Anoffier army official Gener- 
al Hassan Barati, described as a 
“success" toe movement of 
troops to tore border from all 
parts of the country. 

"AD is ready and in place to 
stan the big manoeuvres,” he 
said, citing the deployment of 
some 500 tanks and light 
armoured vehicles as well as 
many pieces of artillery. 

The army is gearing up to 
launch its biggest manoeuvres, 
involving 200JXJ0 men, some 
time within the next two weeks 
near the bonder in Khorasan and 
Sistan-Baluchestan provinces. 
Around 70,000 troops of the 


elite Revolutionary Guards have 
been stationed at toe border 
since holding exercises there 
earfy this month. 

In an unprecedented move, 
tbe army and the air force will 
also bald a parade this week in 
Mashhad, the main city in Kho 
rasan province, officials sad. 

Defence Minister Ali 
Shamkhani and several other 
senior army officials are to 
attend the parade, which will 
include some of tbe troops dis- 
patched to toe region. 

Tension between Shiite Mus- 
lim Iran and die Sunni Taleban 
has been rising since last 
month's murders of eight Iran- 
ian diplomats and an Iranian 
diplomat by Taleban militia in 
toe northern Afghan city of 


Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Iran has also gone on a diplo- 
matic offensive against the Tale- 
ban. 

Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami told the UK. General 
Assembly in New York on 
Monday that his country would 
try to avoid a clash with the 
Taleban and seek a diplomatic 
solution to die crisis. 

‘Tran is ready to defend its 
security and territorial integrity,” 
he told a press conference on the 
sidelines of the assembly. “But 
we will do everything posable 
to avoid a war” 

But military officials continue 
to issue threats of using force 
against the Taieban if the militia 
commits any aggression a gains t 
Iran. 


Algeria’s Zeroual asks parties to discuss poll 


Agencies 

OUTGOING ALGERIAN 
President Uamine Zeroual on 
Wedneday invited leadens of 
"legal" political patties for talks 
on elections planned lor Febru- 
ary lo replace him. 

Stale-run radio said Zeroual 
has sent written invitations to 
leaders of 11 parties represent- 
ed in the parliament to discuss 
tire “modalities and conditions” 
of the planned poll at a meeting 
□ext week. 

Zeroual who surprised the 
violence-racked North African 
nation with his decision to cut 
short his five-year term by 21 
months, will also bold similar 
talks with a dozen of other 


legal" party beads, die radio 
said. 

This means that tire banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
will be excluded from the talks, 
analysts said. 

Among those invited for talks 
are tbe pro-government Islamic 
Movement for a Peaceful Soci- 
ety, which has 69 seals in the 
360-member parliament and 
the National Democractic 
Rally (RND) which groups 
Zeroual’s supporters and holds 
156 seats. 

In November 1995, Zeroual 
won Algeria’s first mtdti-candi- 
date presidential poll with more 
titan 60 per cent of the vote on 
tire promises of restoring peace, 
speeding up economic reforms 


and stemming corruption. Tbe 
FIS was banned from taking 
pan in that election. 

Analysts and diplomats have 
said that Zeroual was stepping 
down following a power strug- 
gle with the powerful military 
establishment which dominates 
Algeria's political life since 
independence from France in 
1962. 

The European Union (EU) 
oo Wednesday called on Alge- 
ria to “reinforce the civilian ele- 
ment in government,” in the 
wake of last week’s publication 
of a UK. panel’s report on the 
situation in the country. 

In a statement issued by its 
Austrian presidency, the EU 
said the visit of the UK. mis- 


sion was an “important step" 
towards dialogue between tbe 
international community and 
Algeria and expressed the hope 
that the north African country 
would “engage UK. Human 
Rights mechanisms” as part of 
this dialogue. 

Tire UK- Ugh Commission- 
er for Human Rights, Mary 
Robinson, is attempting to per- 
suade Algeria to allow an 
observer mission into the coun- 
try- 

The EU believes it is indis- 
pensable to strengthen demoo 
ratic pluralism and to reinforce 

the civilian element in govan- 
ment, which is now feasible." 

tire statement said. 
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Algerian rebels kill two; 
Tiaret bomb toll rises 


ALGIERS (AFP.) — The 
bodies of two young Alger- 
ian .shepherds were found 
with their throats slit after 
they were kidnapped by an 
armed Islamic group in the 
west of the country, a news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

The shepherds, aged 17 
and IS. were found on 
Tuesday at Mustafa Ben 
Bruhim. close to Sidi Bel 
Abbes, a day after they 
were abducted, the Nou- 
velle Repubiique daily 
reported. 

The bodies of two small 
children killed by a bomb 
blast on Friday in Tairet 
were found late Tuesday on 
the roof of a school in the 
western town, the same 
paper reported, raising the 
death toll to at least 29. 

The bomb anack on a 
market killed 27 people and 
injured 125. according to 
the last official figures, 
while the media have put 
the death toll at between 29 
and 42. 

Another bomb was made 
safe on Tuesday in the east- 
ern Algiers suburb of A1 
Harrach, after the alarm 
was raised by a man who 
spotted the device in a tele- 
phone centre. A1 Khabar 
daily reported. 


Press reports also said 
that soldiers, paramilitary 
police, local guards and 
self-defence militia forces 
had encircled Islamist 
groups in the Saida region, 
where Islamists fighting the 
regime have been under 
attack since Friday. 

The operation was said to 
be targeting the leadership 
of the hardline Armed 
Islamic Group (G1A ), 
reportedly reorganising its 
forces in the region, but no 
official statement has been 
released. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, the head of the Alger- 
ian League for the Defence 
of Human Rights 
(LADDH), Abdul Nour Ali 
Yahia, denounced what he 
called “stale terrorism" and 
the existence of “occult 
armed groups" in the coun- 
try. 

Ali Yahia said “there are 
terrorists from armed 
Islamic groups, but there 
are also terrorists from 
occult armed groups." 
which he likened to “death 
squads" in an interview 
with the daily Jeune Inde- 
pendant. 

'There is state terrorism... 
because the people are 
hostages of terrorists and of 


the authorities at the same 
time." Ali Yahia declared, 
adding that “the army is 
obliged to repress not only 
those who have taken up 
arms, but also those who 
are thought to be helping 
them.” 

The LADDH leader 
added that, ‘the way it is 
being conducted, the anti- 
terrorist struggle will bear 
no fruit The whole method 
needs to be looked at 
afresh... each time a terror- 
ist is killed, others always 
come forward to boost the 
numbers of the guerrillas." 

The Tiaret bloodshed was 
portrayed as part of a new 
wave of violence that has 
left more than 70 people 
dead since Sept 11, when 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual resigned. 

Ali Yahia said that, in his 
view, the violence would 
continue until democracy 
came to Algeria. 

“The real power is that of 
the army. Other institutions 
only carry out the important 
decisions taken by all the 
clans in the army," he 
charged. “The army 
decides, the presidency of 
the republic and the gov- 
ernment carry out its deci- 
sions." 


Court 
upholds 
verdict on 
Istanbul 
mayor 

ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey's high court of 
appeals Wednesday upheld a 
verdict passed by a lower 
court against Istanbul’s 
Islamist mayor. Recep 
Tavyip Erdogan. who was 
sentenced to 10 months in 
prison for incitement to racial 
haired 

Considered the heir appar- 
ent of the historic leader of 
the Islamist movement in 
Turkey Necmettin Erbakan. 
Erdogan will now go to 
prison. lose his job as Istan- 
bul’s mayor and be barred 
from running in future elec- 
tions under Turkish law. 

Erdogan. 44. was convicted 
in May for idling a political 
rally earlier this year 
"Mosques are our garrisons, 
domes our shields and 
ir.iiureis our bayonets." 

His remarks were interpret- 
ed by chief prosecutor Vural 
S;ivas as "an apparent call for 
an Islamic holy war” against 
Turkey's secular regime. 


Senior Palestinian 
security official shot 


NABLUS (AFP) — The 
head of Palestinian special 
forces in the northern West 
Bank town of Nablus was 
shot by a rogue policeman 
he was trying to arrest, wit- 
nesses said. 

Colonel Castro Salameh 
was shot in the hand, the 
leg and the chin Tuesday 
night by a Palestinian 
policeman in the village of 


Anabta. Northwest of 
Nablus, they said 

Salameh was rushed to 
hospital where his condi- 
tion was described as seri- 
ous but not life-threaten- 
ing. 

Other security forces had 
detained the policeman, 
although the reason for his 
arrest was not immediately 
clear. 


ARAB KNESSET MEMBER UNDER INVESTIGATION: Arab-Israelis carry bedouin member of Knesset Taleb 
Sanaa during a rally Wednesday in Beersheva in support of Sanaa, wbo is under police investigation for demand- 
ing revenge for the recent slaying of an Arab by an Israeli park ranger (AFP photo) 


Suspected Lebanese ‘terrorist’ 
denied refugee status, deported 


WELLINGTON (AP) — A 
suspected Lebanese terrorist 
has been deported from 
New Zealand after being 
denied refugee status, a 
newspaper reported 

Izzat Ibrahim A1 Ayubi, a 
member of Lebanese politi- 
cal groups that have been 
involved in terrorist bomb- 
ings. shootings and kidnap- 
pings. was flown out to 
Lebanon last Friday. 

Deported on the grounds 
he had committed crimes 
against humanity, A1 Ayubi 
had been jailed since his 
arrival on a false passport on 
Aug. 22, the Manukau Daily 
News reported Tuesday. 


Ai Ayubi’s Auckland 
lawyer, Colin Amery. 
believes Al Ayubi will be 
executed or imprisoned on 
his return. 

Al Ayubi, 33. was arrested 
at Auckland airport as he 
entered the country, charged 
with using a false passport 
and held in custody at 
Mourn Eden prison until be 
was deported 

An Immigration Service 
report on the case, quoted 
by the Daily News, states 
that Al Ayubi is wanted by 
the Lebanese army and by 
the Syrian secret police, and 
that Lebanese parliamentar- 
ians want him "out of the 


way" It said Al Ayubi 
joined political parties with 
terrorist ideologies from 
1984. 

The report said AI Ayubi is 
now a member of the politi- 
cal party Tripoli Resistance, 
and the leader of oDe of its 
factions. 

The Syrian secret police 
want Al Ayubi for fighting 
against Syrian armed forces. 

The Lebanese army wants 
him for desertion and steal- 
ing a track full of weapons. 
And Lebanese parliamentar- 
ians want Al Ayubi “out of 
the way" because in 1993 he 
distributed pamphlets 
claiming they accepted 


bribes. 

The Immigration Service 
decision to decline Al 
Ayubi’s refugee status appli- 
cation and deport him was 
based on his involvement in 
the Movement of Islamic 
Union (Harakat Al Tawheed 
AI Islami). 

The party followed the 
ideology of the radical wing 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
which is “internationally 
recognised as a terrorist 
group " the report said. 

Before his deportation. Al 
Ayubi was convicted and 
discharged by an Otahuhu 
District Court judge on the 
false passport charge. 


Egypt 

praises 
Clinton’s 
terrorism 
address 
to U.N. 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minis ter Amr Musa 
has expressed his country’s 
gratitude to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton for rejecting any 
link between Islam and ter- 
rorism. the government press 
reported Wednesday. 

"I would like to express the 
deep gratitude and appreciar 
tion of Egypt and the entire 
Arab and Muslim Wodd to 
President Clinton” for hav- 
ing defended Islam during 
his address Monday to the 
LIN. General Assembly, 
Musa said. 

Musa also “saluted" Clin- 
ton for having refused to 
establish a link between 
Islam and terrorism in his 
speech, the government daily 
Al Ahram reported. 

In his speech. Clinton 
sought to assuage Muslim 
concerns of an anti-Islamic 
backlash, insisting that a 
global fight against terrorism 
should not constitute a “clash 
of civilisations/’ 

“When it comes to tenor- 
ism, there should be no 
dividing line between Mus- 
lims and Jews, Protestants 
and Catholics, Serbs and 
Albanians, developed soci- 
eties and emerging 
economies," Clinton said. 

Musa, who is attending ihc 
U.N. General Assembly in 
New York, said Clinton’s 
position “goes hand in hand 
with Egyptian policies which 
are favourable to the straggle 
against terrorism " 

He recalled calls by Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
to convene an international 
conference on terrorism. 


Sudanese army says it killed 70 
Ugandan soldiers in south Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese army on Wednesday said it 
had killed more than 70 Ugandan sol- 
diers “recently" in the south of 
Sudan, in a statement published by 
the official daily Al An baa. 

Army spokesman General Abdul 
Rahmane Khatim said that Sudanese 
soldiers bad “recently inflicted heavy 
losses on Ugandan forces, killing 70 
soldiers and notably destroying 15 
tanks and three armoured cars." but 
he did not say when or where the bat- 
tle took place. 

Khatim on Tuesday accused the 
Ugandan army of continuing, with 
Eritrea, to provide direct backing for 
south Sudanese rebels who have 


fought Khartoum governments since 
1983. 

On September 16. Khartoum 
claimed that troops of the current 
Islamist -backed military regime had 
killed 50 Ugandan soldiers and rebels 
of Colonel John Garang's Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA). again 
without giving a date. 

The Ugandan government in Kam- 
pala denied any such incident. 

Khatim on Wednesday denied 
SPLA claims that its rebels were 
advancing on Juba, the main southern 
town, and stated that government 
forces “currently control all fronts" 
in the south. 

Last week, a spokesman for the 


SPLA, the mainstream rebel move- 
ment that has been fighting to free 
the mainly animist and Christian 
south from domination by the Ara- 
bised, Muslim north, stated that 
Garang's forces had taken the- strate- 
gic garrison towns of Liria and 
JubaJein, 50 and 45 kilometres south 
of Juba. 

While Khartoum accuses Kampala 
of supporting the SPLA, the Ugandan 
government charges that Sudanese 
government forces back Ugandan 
rebels operating out of southern 
Sudan, notably the Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA), which purports to want 
to set up a government based on the 
biblical Ten Commandments. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq invites expatriates to meeting 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The government has 
invited some 1.500 Iraqis wbo live outside the 
country to a meeting in Baghdad next month to 
“boost ties" with their homeland, the official 
Iraqi News Agency said Wednesday. A similar 
meeting for expatriates was held in October 
1996. An estimated one million Iraqis live out- 
side the country. ERNA said the three-day meet- 
ing would begin OcL 5. The meeting will be a 
“means to boost ties between Iraqi expatriates... 
with their home country,” the agency quoted 
Abdul Jabar Al Douri, deputy foreign minister, 
as saying. He gave no details of the meeting's 
agenda. 

Israel eases closures 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israeli army eased its 
closure of the Palestinian areas slightly on 


Wednesday after sealing than for four days 
over the Jewish New Year holiday. A total of 
23.000 Palestinian workers and businesspeople 
were allowed into Israel on Wednesday morn- 
ing. Israel army radio reported A blanket clo- 
sure was clamped on the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip on SepL 12 for fear of retaliatory attacks 
by the Islamist group Hamas after Israel lolled 
two fugitives of the group. 

Sudan denies troops in Congo 

CAIRO (API — Sudan has denied it sent 
troops to the Congo to help the forces of Con- 
golese President Laurent Kabila in their war 
against rebels, die official Sudan News Agency 
reported The agency quoled Sudan's foreign 
minister, Mustafa Osman Ismail, as denying 
“the false allegations on [the] participation of 
Sudanese troops in the conflict in the Democ- 
ratic Republic of Congo," SUNA said 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 47731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Animated 

Here* G assies 

15:30 Drama - Star Runner 

16:00 Doc. — L'EcoledesFms 

16:30 Doe. — Blue Water 

Dreaming 

17:00 

-NBA 

18:15 .... Sliders 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 
iL'oeuf De Cofomb) 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 ..Comedy — Family Matters 

20:00 .The Greai Romances 

20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 .Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 —.....News in English 

22: 30 Feature film — “Stormy 
Monday" 

23:59 Comedy — Can't Hurry 
Love? 

00:30 JEnd of TX. 

Friday Programmes 
15:10 Canoon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

15 JO The Borrowers 

16:00 Feature film — “Big 
Food" 

IS: 15 French quiz show — Les 
Cles de Fort Boyard 

J9:U0 Le Journal 

19:15 ..French Programme — 

! Alio La Terre 

1930 _News Headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 
20:00 ...Life on the Digital Edge 
2030 Doc. — The Seven Won- 
ders of the World 
21:10 Babylon-5 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22HK) —News in English 

2230 -.Big Sky (Ep. 7) 


fieh Tel. 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 


Madaba — 26 

Petra 30 


2339 

End of T.X- 

Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 

Dead Seas 34 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

PRAYER TIMES 

Evangelical Free Church TO. 
4892679 

NUMBERS 

04:03 


Tbe Baptist Church TeL 

NIGHT DUTY 

05:20 

-....(Sunrise) Duha 

4628052 

AMMAN: 

11:28 


The Armenian Catholic 

De KhaklounAsfour -..5332600 

1435 


Chun* TeL 4771331 

De Gbakb Zawakkh. 412601 1 

1735 


The Armenian Orthodox 

De Tawfiq QiA'ain .4623029 

1833 

Tsha 

Church TO 4775261 

De AwrriHawamdefa J33235U 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieb, Tel. 5920740 
AssanbGes of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 . 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
inAmmanTel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle Coflege TeL 5661757 
Church of the Anmmdation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteombgy 
Scattered showers are expect- 
ed in the northern areas, skies 
partly cloudy, temperatures 

below average, and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

.Amman 16/26 

Aqaba 22/34 

Deserts 14/29 

Jordan Valley 21/34 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 26, Aqaba 33 
Humidity readings: Amman 
51 per cent, Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 

Ajloun 22 

Jerash 28 

llm Qays 28 


Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy.. ..4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
.Al Salam pharmacy >.4636730 

Yacoufa pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy 3347632 

IRBED: 

De IssamAl Salih 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy > 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad. 985550 

KhaEfeb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre..,., 46571 1 1 
Gvil Defence Efcpanmau -3661 1 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Pti&e ISC. 4621 1 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade. -..4617101 

Blood Bank- .4775121 

Highway Police ....5343402 

Traffic Police...- ..4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints — 5661 176 


^^^&Sev^eogeCcnpkB^E —48JW7 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (dircao- 

ty assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661101 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co ...4636381 

RJ Flight lnformation..44-53200 
Queen Alia Iml. Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The IshiiBC, AbdK 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmib 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Mai has, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5669 1 3 1 
University Hospital .....5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhJi. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrecn —4777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army, Marka .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital .5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


- <09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL.... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basroa Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- 102)272275 

!ba Al Nafees Hospital 

402)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
103)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:00 ..-.Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 Dhahnau Riyadh (RJ) 

09:20 Bahrain (RJ) 

09:25 -Beirut (RJ) 

09:40 .—Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

1030 .Colombo (RJ) 

14:55 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
16:30 London (RJ) 


17:45 - KuwaiuRJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

18:20 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
18:45 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJi 
22:55 LamacafRJ) 

Other Flights 

07:55 .Dubai (EK) 

10d)0 Kuwait (KU) 

12.-00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF> 

14:10 -Shariqah(AH) 

14:40 Doha (QR) 

17:40 — —Beirut (ME) 

18:00 Paris (AF) 

19:25 ....... — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20HH) — .Cairo (MS) 

20:10 London (BA) 

2230 Istanbul (TK) 

2235 -..JLamaca (CY) 

23:05 Moscow tSLT) 

00:15 -Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

03:20 -Tunis (TU) 

9*20 - — — Anlalia (TK) 

Royal Wings (RWl 
(For Thursday and Friday) 
0930 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A 
and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport cm Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

1930 .Tel Aviv (arriving 

aiQAIA on Fridav onlv). 

(RW) 

21:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Thursday only) (RW) 
2225 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


05:45 

1035 

11:15. 

11:30 

11:45 

12:10 

12:20 

12:25 

19*35 

20:15 

20:25 

21:00 

2330 


Beirut (RJ) 


—AJ’Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
— Tunis. Casahianca (RJ) 
~. .Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
Kuwait (RJ) 


— Paris (RJ) 
-Athens (RJ) 


-London (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

.... Dubai (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:15 -Istanbul (TK) 

OfcSO -Frankfurt (LH) 

07:20 London (BA) 

0835 Dubai (EK) 

0835 — .Damascus, Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Kuwait (KU) 

1330 .... Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Aba Dhabi (GF) 

15:00 — Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

15:30 Doha(QR) 

19:00 Beirut (ME) 

20:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

0030 Moscow (SU) 

01:15 Arastenjam (KL) 

04:20 Deirut, Tunis (TTJ) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

0830 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv (from QAlA— 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

2030 Aqaba (from QAIA) 

(RW) 
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Police 
searching 
for suspect 
in shooting 
incident 


AMMAN (XT.) — A man 
from the northern town of 
Irbid on Tuesday shot and 
wounded his wife, his eight- 
month-old child and his 
mother- and brother-in-law, a 
report in the local press said 
Wednesday. 

The report said police were 
searching for the man, who 
fled the scene, while the 
injured were taken to Princess 
Basina Hospital in Iifaid for 
treatment. The four were 
reported to be in fair condi- 
tion 

The report added that local 
police said the incident came 
in the wake of a family feud. 

Investigations into 
murder-suicide 

Meanwhile, Amman police 
on Wednesday were continu- 
ing investigations into the 
death of a man and his wife 
Monday at their home near 
Jabal Hussein. 

The identities of the man 
and woman were not 
revealed 

The body of the 63-year-old 
man was found lying on the 
floor with a bullet in his head. 
The body of his 56-year-old 
wife was found nearby with a 
bullet in her right eye, accord- 
ing to a report in the local 
press Tuesday. 

The report said that after 
initial investigations, the 
police transferred the two 
bodies to the National Centre 
for Forensic Medicine at A1 
Bashir Hospital where the 
autopsy was carried out by 
three physicians led by the 
centre’s director, Momen 
HadidL 

According to police 
sources, there were some 
indications that the husband 
killed his wife and then com- 
fftiHed' suicide as a gun' was 
□ext to die man's body, 
report quoted these 
sources as saying that the bus- 
tend was suffering from 
mental illness. 


HRH Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, Abdullah Khatib, rapporteur of A1 Amal Centre Foun- 
dation s Board of Trustees, and Canadian Ambassador to Jordan Michael Molloy 
address the press conference (Petra photo) 

Fund-raising walk for cancer 
research to be held next month 


By Dana Abu Sham 

AMMAN — A one-day joint 
Jordanian -Canadian walk to 
raise funds for cancer research 
and awareness will be held in 
.Amman on Ocl 23 under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. organisers said 
Wednesday. 

The Canadian embassy in 
Amman and A1 Amal Centre 
in cooperation with His Royal 
Highness Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid are organising the eighr- 
kilometre 1998 Terry Fox/Al 
Amal Centre Walk. 

Adults and children have to 
pay JD5 and JD1. respective- 
ly, to take pan in the walk, 
inspired by the dedication and 
courage of Terry Fox, a Cana- 
dian who set outto run across 
Canada despite losing a leg to 
bone cancer. 

After Fox's death in 1981, 
<me month shot of his 23nl 
birthday, a special non-profit, 
non-commercial foundation 
was created to keep his name 
alive, and its walk campaigns 
have become an annual tradi- 
tion over the past 16 years in 
53 countries. 

“Last year, we managed to 
involve about 10,000 people 
in the walk in Jordan and this 
year we are aiming at 20,000,” 


said Marie Claire Hall, Tory 
Fox Walk coordinator. 

She said the idea of the walk 
in Jordan was launched in 
1995 but they only managed 
to attract a few hundreds then. 

However, last year’s march, 
which coincided with the 
opening of Al Amal Centre, 
was a great success, organis- 
ers said. 

“We encourage students, 
their parents, members of pro- 
fessional organisations, clubs 
and the population at large to 
participate in the event,” 
according to a statement dis- 
tributed by organisers during a 
press conference. 

This year’s walk, held under 
the global slogan of “Dreams 
are Made if People Try,” aims 
at raising cancer awareness in 
Jordan and providing hope to 
patients. 

All funds raised fttun the 
walk will be donated to Al 
Amal Centre for research. 

The press conference was 
attended by Prince Ra’d, 
Abdullah Khatib, rapporteur 
of Al Amal Centre Founda- 
- tkrn's Board of Trustees, and 
Canadian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Michael Molloy. 

Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor, in a let- 
ter to the meeting read on their 


behalf by Prince Ra’d, said 
they were proud that Jordani- 
ans will join people from 
around the world in this year's 
walk. 

“This important event, 
which is considered the 
largest single-day fundraiser 
for cancer research in the 
world, reflects a spirit of 
international cooperation and 
builds bridges of inter-cultural 
understanding in the global 
fight against cancer,” they 
added. 

King Hussein is now under- 
going chemotherapy at the 
Mayo Clinic in the U.S. 
accompanied by Queen Noor. 

Al Amal, which has been in 
operation for over a year, is 
the first non-governmental, 
non-profit comprehensive 
centre for cancer in Jordan 
and the region. 

Its services include screen- 
ing and early detection, diag- 
nosis, treatment and physical 
and psycho-social rehabilita- 
tion as well as public aware- 
ness and education on cancer 
prevention and control. 

Last year, over 100,000 peo- 
ple participated in 333 runs in 
53 countries, raising $45 mil- 
lion — an increase of 33 per 
cent from 1996. 


Petrol station owners say current profit 
system encourages illegal practices 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — Petrol sta- 
tion proprietors we demand- 
ing toot the government und 
the Jordon Petroleum Refinery 
Company raise their sales 
commission from levels that 
they claim return almost no 
prafitand force some stations 
to resort to illegal measures. 

A report in (tie Arabic daily 
Al Aswag on Wednesday 
quoted Ahmad Hijjawi owner 
of the Hijjawi petrol station on 
Wasfi Al Tal (Gardens! Street, 
as saying that petrol stations 
are allowed a mere 0.002 per 
cent profit on their sales. 


prompting some proprietors u> 
resort U> manipulation and 
profiteering. 

According to Hijjawi, some 
stations ore buying smuggled 
Iraqi oil products or mixing 
petrol with less costly prod- 
ucts such as diesel oil and 
kerosene in order to make a 
profit. He said most of the 
manipulation occurs at sta- 
tions in remote districts. 

Hijjawi said adulterated 
petrol can damage vehicles 
using the mixture, thus costing 
the owner and the country a 
great deal of expense related to 


automobile maintenance. 

Hussan Quddoumi. owner 
of the Qundour service station, 
suid mixing petrol products 
brings in handsome profits for 
station owners, even though 
adulterated products often 
damage vehicles. 

The price of one litre of 
kerosene is 91 fils, while 
petrol costs 221 fils per litre. 
By mixing one tonne of each 
and selling the mixture as 
petrol a station can earn JD15 
per tonne more than the profit 
maigin allowed by the refin- 
ery, Qaddoumi noted. 


Mohummud Hussan Ham- 
dun, an oil (linker truck driver, 
said smuggled Iraqi oil prod- 
ucts ore sold cheaply. He said 
u tonne of smuggled kerosene 
costs JD45, while local 
kerosene sells at JD109 per 
tonne, leading some stations to 
buy Iraqi kerosene and then 
sell the product as if it were 
local. 

Harridan called for the estab- 
lishment of local firms special- 
ising in the marketing and dis- 
tribution of fuel to allow the 
government to maintain 
stricter control over stations. 


UNRWA workers suspend strike 
pending outcome of negotiations 

Zarqa refugee camp medical clinic inaugurated 


ByGhaftaAiuJ 

AMMAN — Committees 
representing 22,000 UNRWA 
employees Wednesday agreed 
to suspend an open strike 
scheduled to start Sept. 28 
pending the outcome of nego- 
tiations with the agency ’s com- 
missioner general 

Emerging from a seven-hour 
meeting with United Nations 
Relief "and Works Agency 
chief Peter Hansen, committee 
spokespersons said the mo 
sicks agreed on the formation 
of a id-member team — five 
from the agency's staff and 
five from its admirustrafion — 
to conduct a thorough review 
of the workers’ demands. 

At the same dm. 1 , the 
spokesperson said Hansen has 
agreed to present the workers’ 
views and demands to the 
agency's donor nations and to 
exert ail possible efforts on 
their behalf. 

During the meetings, 
Hansen said he proposed cost 
effective solutions to employ- 
ees’ pressing demands. 

But Hansen, here to defuse 
tlie situation dial led to a one- 
day strike by UNRWA work- 
ers last week, also said he was 
scrounging around to secure 
more funding for the agency in 
order to cover its immediate 


budget deficit of S9 million for 
1998. 

Workers in UNRWA's five 
areas of operation staged the 
strike to demand bene? work- 
ing conditions and clearer 
remuneration. 

The cash-strapped UNRWA, 
burdened with a real deficit of 
S62 million in its S314 million 
1998 budget, has long tried to 
enlarge its donor base and 
increase its contributions from 
Arab countries to prevent any 
further budget deficits. 

"We want to improve work- 
ing conditions that would not 
be back-breaking,” Hansen 
said. 

The commissioner general’s 
proposal was announced dur- 
ing yesterday's meeting with 
staff representatives from Jor- 
dan, Lebanon. Syria, the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip to try 
to find ways to meet their long- 
standing demands. 

Their demands include re- 
examining the salary scale, 
reducing early retirement age 
from 55 to 50, and lowering 
the minimum period of service 
required for pensions from 30 
years to 25. 

Employees said they wanted 
die agency to stop hiring peo- 
ple cm a “per diem” basis — a 
policy described by UNRWA 
staff as “not guaranteeing job 


stability'.” 

Last week's is strike paral- 
ysed vital social educational 
and health services offered to 
tens of thousands of Palestin- 
ian refugees. 

Jl was prompted by the 
agency’s decision to raise the 
salaries of 10 to 15 senior 
managers in all areas of opera- 
tion by 30 to 40 per cent but 
not those of the majority' of its 
employees, who say their 
wages have remained 
unchanged for the past five 
years. 

During the meeting. Hansen 
proposed conducting a desk 
survey in order to study the 
present situation and try to 
reach suitable solutions for the 
employees’ problems. 

“We want to reach a solution 
that will not lead us to a strike 
situation,” Hansen told 
reporters during a break at the 
meeting. 

UNRWA staff are also 
protesting against cost reduc- 
tion measures that the agency 
adopted after it found mat It 
was running far short in donor 
contributions in relation to its 
budget. 

Wednesday’s meeting came 
amid rising fears among 
refugees that budget cuts and 
the cost reduction measures 
were steps toward ending the 


agency's mandate and settling 
the Palestinian refugees in 
exile. 

But Hansen told the Jordan 
Times that he was confident 
that UNRWA's mandate 
would not end until the refugee 
problem is solved, and that it 
will be renewed again in 1999 
for an additional three years. 

Earlier Wednesday. U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Wiliam J. Bums and Hansen 
officially inaugurated the new 
building of UNRWA’s health 
care centre in the Zarqa camp. 

The new centre was con- 
structed and equipped through 
a U.S government contribution 
of about 5320,000. a U.N. 
statement said. It replaces an 
old building which was con- 
structed abut 3Q years ago and 
which has become insufficient 
in the provision of health ser- 
vices to the increasing num- 
bers of refugees, the statement 
said. 

According to the U-N., the 
centre was designed to facili- 
tate the implementation of new 
health strategies and the con- 
trol of the non-communicable 
diseases of diabetes millitus. 
and hypertension, ft wifi also 
support family planning clin- 
ics recently integrated into 
UNRWA health services. 


Brotherhood, IAF play down 
press reports of divisions 
over Taleban issue 


Bv Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
mainstream Islamist move- 
ment yesterday played 
down press reports that it 
was seeking communica- 
tion with the Taleban mili- 
tia in Afghanistan and that 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
and Islamic Action Front 
were divided over the 
issue. 

“The Muslim Brother- 
hood and the Islamic 
Action Front are in contact 
and communicating with 
Pakistan and Iran, through 
their embassies in Amman, 
concerning the situation in 
Afghunistun ” suid u source 
from the office of Abdul 
Mujid Thneibut. the Broth- 
erhood’s overall leader. 

The Taleban, now in con- 
trol of 90 per cent of war- 
tom Afghanistan, and its 
Shiite neighbour Iran have 
been engaged in a sabre- 
rattling campaign since 
August, when the Taleban 
seized Mazar-e- Sharif and 
raided the Iranian con- 
sulate there, killing nine 
Iranian diplomats. Iran 
later alleged that the militia 
slaughtered members of 


the country’s Shiite minori- 
ty in other parts of the 
country. 

Iran in late August staged 
war games near its border, 
but maintained that it was 
not prepared to enter into a 
military confrontation, 
although tens of thousands 
of Iranian troops remain 
deployed at the border, and 
the military has announced 
plans for military exercises 
involving 200,000 troops. 

Jordan does not recognise 
the Taleban as the legiti- 
mate authority in 
Afghanistan and is also try- 
ing to foster better relations 
with Iran. 

Press reports in Arabic 
dailies yesterday said the 
Brotherhood and its politi- 
cal arm, the IAF, were 
divided over the prospect 
of opening up communica- 
tion with the Taleban. 

“The Brotherhood has 
said that if [it] can open a 
channel with the Taleban, 
we won’t hide such an 
effort, but this is in line 
with our appeal to all par- 
ties to cool down this con- 
flict. 

“The press has blown this 
issue out of proportion,” 


said the source. “Frankly, 
we are unable to make any 
contact with the Taleban 
because all channels of 
communication with 
[Afghanistan] are closed.” 

Abdul Latif Arabiyyai 
yesterday told the Jordan 
'Times That there was' no 
point of contention 
between the IAF and the 
Brotherhood because the 
Issue of contacting the 
Taleban “has never been 
discussed in IAF ranks.” 

“We have appealed to the 
[Iranian and Pakistani] 
ambassadors and asked 
them to solve this problem 
peacefully," said Arubiyyat. 
“If [we ure usked] to 
engage officials and make 
other efforts, we cun do it, 
although it appears that 
things in that area ore mov- 
ing in a more promising 
direction.’’ 

Iran, a backer of the anti- 
Taleban forces, yesterday 
said a diplomatic solution 
was its priority. Mean- 
while, Afghanistan’s neigh- 
bours, along with the Unit- 
ed States and Russia, 
agreed to send a U.N. 
envoy to the area to prevent 
an escalation of the crisis. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

* ‘The AmvaT a: ihe American Centre, Abdoun cm Thursday a 5KXI pjn. 

DANCE 

* Korean Foiklcre Dance Troupe Ptrfwmance ai Prince Hassan ALKfiiori- 
um. University of Ionian on SmuitJay Sept 26 at 8:00 pjn. I free admission). 

JAZZ 

' Dutch jazz performance by the Yuri HcoingTrioai DaraiAlFunun, Jabal 
Wdbdeh on Thursday at 7:30 pm (Tel. 5679182) 

DIALOGUE 

* Dialogue with American journalist and researcher Judith Kipper on 
“American View ctfArab Media” at the Arab Media Institute, Umm Iftheina. 
27 DammsD Street, on Thursday at 600 jun. fTeWiix 5511529). 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 
“Summer 98” cultured a^ivities al Darat AI Funun. Jaba/ Wfcibdeh, to last 
until SepL 30, include: 

* Fam entitked “Franz Wine (1915-1962) — Strokes of Genius*’ cm 
Thursday ai 6 JO p.m. 

EXH/BmONS 

* 50 ye&s of graphic art fitxn Lebanon and works by Jordanian artist Sahel 
Hiari nt die Main House. 

* Walks ty Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jordanian artis Said Hfld- 
dadin x the Blue Bouse. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sarnia Zaru at the Byzantine 
Church, 

‘Exhfohkiiof photographs of a Pbce'’ byHcnlanianartia Hus- 

sain Da’seh at (be Museum. 

exhibitions 

* Runtbgs by Mohammad Polise entitled “A Time and Colour at the City 
Hal Ras Al ‘Ain (Td. 4743158), until Sept 30. 

* Display of Bani Hamida and Jordan River Designs products i/ugs, cudt- 
kbs. wnTUtan gintf< l and q uilts' ) at the Ionian River Dcsgns shcwitom. until 

Sept 30 (Tel 461 3081 1 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Les Cue's d’Artistes a Pans x the 

pnsmsesrfiteAsscwariOTrftteJoKlanianPlasncArtists.J^^feih^ 

until Sept 30. 

* Printings by Pt 1 ^ ^HuVniry at the French Cultural Centre, Md Amman, 
hfltfl Sept 30. 


Cultural groups facing funding, popular 
participation challenges, academics say 


By Randa Naff a 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 263 cultural 
societies face mounting challenges 
due to cash shortages, lacklustre pub- 
lic participation and lack of a nation- 
al strategy backed by the state, 
according to writers, academics, and 
representatives of different institu- 
tions. 

“The main reason for the back- 
wardness of our cultural societies is 
financial shortages,” said Fakhri 
Kawar. president of the Jordan Writ- 
ers Association. “This is mainly 
because the role of culture in model- 
ling the hisroiy of societies and con- 
tributing to their development is not 
appreciated.” 

“Therefore, the book appears to be 
dull the theatre inactive, and artistic 
creativity shattered,” he said during a 
one-day seminar entitled “Cultural 
Societies; Present Status and Future 
Perspectives” held last week. 

For years, most clubs have been 
plagued by internal divisions and per- 
sonal rivalries that have blocked 
attempts to put forward clear plans of 
action, while the Ministry of Culture 
spends only about JD38.000 evety 
year to support the most active soci- 
eties. 

Participants at die meeting, organ- 
ised by the Ministry of Culture, also 


criticised the ministry for failing to 
follow a specific set of standards 
when financing cultural organisa- 
tions. 

The seminar discussed the impor- 
tance of drafting a new law to regu- 
late the operations of cultural soci- 
eties and the need for improved inter- 
action between the government and 
non-governmental organisations con- 
cerned with culture. 

“Only a handful of organisations 
receive considerable financial assis- 
tance." said University of Jordan pro- 
fessor Hani Ammad, a member of the 
Jordan Writers Union. 

“Money is not being distributed 
fairly,” he explained. 

Ammad, a former Ministry of Cul- 
ture secretary general, attributed low 
popular turnout at cultural activities 
to an overall feeling of frustration and 
despair facing “the intellectual, the 
writer, the family and society as a 
whole” 

The successive. Middle East wars 
since Israel’s creation in 1948 helped 
feed a pan- Arab sense of defeat, par- 
ticipants said. 

In addition, regional tension, eco- 
nomic hardship and rising poverty 
and unemployment appear to have 
taken a toll on Joitian’s cultural 
movement. 

“Socio-economic problems sweep- 


ing the country have created the belief 
that culture and cultural issues are 
trivial and non- essential” added 
Ammad. “The complexities of day- 
to-day life have left people unaware 
of the value of culture and its contri- 
bution to ‘comprehensive develop- 
ment’ and advancement.” 

The seminar also underlined the 
importance of granting frill freedom 
to cultural societies, which partici- 
pants said are hampered by numerous 
limitations. 

According to regulations, societies 
outside of Amman musi seek prior 
permission from govemorate officials 
before hosting speakers or activities. 

Others criticised tough government 
restrictions regulating cultural soci- 
eties on the grounds that they hin- 
dered them from carrying out their 
societal roles. 

“The government should allow 
more independence to cultural organ- 
isations and more openness in a man- 
ner that serves democracy and trans- 
parency and encourages the growth 
of cultural work,” said Abdullah Rad- 
wan, head of the Cultural Department 
at the Greater Amman Municipality. 

"Science, and technology cannot be 
advanced without cultural develop- 
ment and without a political system 
that allows democracy ami political 
participation," be said. ’This remains 


a significant element of comprehen- 
sive development.” 

Maher Jweihan, secretary general 
of the national United Nations Educa- 
tional, Cultural and Scientific Organ- 
isation committee, said cultural soci- 
eties have failed both to keep up with 
the rapid pace of socio-economic 
development and to encourage 
greater women’s participation. 

“Cultural societies do little to 
encourage women and young people 
and stimulate them to participate 
effectively in the cultural process," he 
said. “Societies cannot advance eco- 
nomically or socially if women are 
excluded from joining the cultural 
and intellectual movement." 

Participants stressed the need for a 
new national strategy to improve die 
role of societies and demanded that 
the government draft a new law regu- 
lating die operations of cultural soci- 
eties in line with the needs of the 21st 
century. 

They also called on all organisa- 
tions to work together and devise 
ways to better manage the country’s 
cultural movements. 

“We have a responsibility to ensure 
that societies do not continue to turn 
away from each other,” said Kawar 
"They have to come together to find 
solutions based on freedom of 
thought and conduct” 


Court refers 
alleged 
extremists 
for medical 
exams 

By Rana Hnssemi 

AMMAN — The State Secu- 
rity Court Wednesday 
referred 10 people charged 
with arson and subversive 
acts fra medical examinations 
after they claimed that their 
confessions were extracted 
under duress. 

The 10 defendants, who 
each pleaded not guilty to the 
charges, are part of a group of 
13 charged in May with pos- 
sessing, transporting and 
manufacturing explosives 
with illicit intent, carrying out 
extremist attacks and belong- 
ing to an illegal organisation 
known as "Reform and Chal- 
lenge.” 

Three alleged members of 
foe group are being tried in 
absentia. 

During yesterday’s two- 
hour session, the court grant- 
ed the defence its request for 
their clients to be examined. 

“Our clieras informed us 
that they were subjected to 
duress and that their confes- 
sions were extracted by 
force,” the defence team 
charged. 

The attorneys also contest- 
ed the interrogation methods 
of the state prosecutor. 

But the court rejected their 
argument, stating that “it is 
too early to detemiine if the 
investigative procedures were 
conducted properly or not.” 
When presiding Judge 
Colonel Yousef Faouri asked 
the 10 defendants, all wearing 
green fatigues, to enter a plea, 
they each pleaded innocent 
The defendants were identi- 
fied by officials as: Abdul 
Nasser Shihadeh, Samer 
IsmaeL Ra’d Abdul Karim, 
Ahmad Hussein, Samir Sa’id, 
Mahmoud Abed, Khalid 
Tawfiq, Ramzi Mohammad, 
Mohammad Sa’id and Abdul 
Nasser Abu Shariah, an 
Egyptian 

The remaining three who 
are being tried in absentia are 
Majid Tal’aL Omar Mah- 
moud and lssa Nitham. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the group 
members met in 1994 and 
started attending religious 
lessons in their homes and 
decided to form a group “to 
change the reality in Jordan.” 
The members of the group 
were amesifid following a 
series of arson attacks on 
senior officials’ vehicles and 

setting fire ro a kindergarten, a 

traffic police compound and 
foe parking Jot of a city ^ 
Tbe coint was adjourned 
until Monday to hear prose- 
cution witnesses. ^ 





NATO, U.N. ready tough 
warning on Kosovo 


VILAMOURA, Portugal 
HI) — NATO allies were 
moving quickly Wednesday 
to back an expected United 
Nations resolution on 
Kosovo with a threat of air 
strikes to halt a Yugoslav 
government offensive in the 
province. 

After three months of hes- 
itation, which Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic exploited to press 
a ferocious campaign 
against ethnic Albanian 
secessionists, the alliance 
appeared determined to 
regain the initiative in its 
bid to forge peace. 

In Kosovo, Serbian secu- 
rity forces claim they have 
already stabilised the situa- 
tion and are now mopping 
up pockets of guerrilla 
resistance. They assert that 
ethnic Albanian refugees 
have already started return- 
ing to their homes. 

Warning against “phoney 
assurances'’ from Serb lead- 
ers, British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair joined France 
this week in pushing for- 
ward a mandatory Kosovo 
resolution. 

The Security Council was 
expected to adopt the mea- 
sure on Wednesday, 
demanding an immediate 
ceasefire in Kosovo and 
talks on a peaceful solution 
to the crisis. 

Russia, which brokered 
some breathing space for 
Milosevic earlier this year 
so he could tackle the fast- 


growing guerrilla threat 
from the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA), previously 
balked at a resolution under 
the mandatory Chapter VII 
provisions of the U.N. 
Charter. 

It has now decided to 
endorse such action. That 
left only China's position 
uncertain, but no Chinese 
veto was expected. 

NATO ambassadors were 
scheduled to meet in special 
session in the Portuguese 
Atlantic resort of Vilamoura 
Thursday to authorise the 
Supreme Commander 
Europe, General Wesley 
Clark, to start the process of 
linin g up what types and 
□umbers of aircraft the 
allies could have ready to 
join possible strikes. 

The so-called “activation 
warning,” formally advising 
of the possible execution of 
NATO's contingency plans 
for Kosovo, would subse- 
quently get the public 
endorsement of alliance 
defence mini sters holding 
their annual informal get- 
together in Vilamoura. 

The defence ministers of 
Poland Hungary and the 
Czech Republic, soon to 
become full members of 
NATO, will take part in the 
talks, which are also expect- 
ed to discuss the outlook in 
Bosnia, following elections 
in which an ultra-nationalist 
hardliner did unexpectedly 
well, and in volatile 
Albania. 


Germany has already said 
it will provide 14 Tornado 
fighter bombers for a 
Kosovo strike force, seven 
equipped with electronic 
gear to disable Yugoslav 
anti-aircraft missile systems 
and defences. The Dutch air 
force is reported to be ready 
to provide eight F-16 fight- 
ers. 

In a warning display of 
NATO air power in May, the 
allies skirted Yugoslavia 
with 86 warplanes. In the 
air strikes that ended the 
war in Bosnia in 1995 well 
over 100 aircraft were 
deployed. NATO contin- 
gency plans for Kosovo also 
provide for a warning bar- 
rage of cruise missiles, 
which could be followed up 
by an escalating aerial bom- 
bardment of Yugoslav mili- 
tary targets if Milosevic 
continues to defy the cease- 
fire call. 

In Kosovo, the govern- 
ment drive to obliterate the 
KLA rolled on. setting more 
villages afire, according to 
eyewitnesses, and scattering 
more ethnic Albanian 
refugees. 

Over a quarter of a million 
people — a sixth of 
Kosovo's overwhelmingly 
ethnic Albanian population 
— have been driven from 
their homes by the fighting. 
An estimated 50.000 are liv- 
ing in the open, threatened 
by starvation, hypothermia 
and disease as winter 
approaches. 


Belgian expulsion 
tactics assailed 


after refugee dies 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Belgian press and rights 
groups were in uproar 
Wednesday over the death 
of a Nigerian woman who 
lapsed into a coma after 
Belgian police used a cush- 
ion to stifle her as she resist- 
ed deportation. Sernira 
Adamou, 20, was taken to a 
hospital in Brussels after 
losing consciousness during 
struggles with police aboard 
a flight leaving for Togo. 

She was fleeing attempts 
by her family in Nigeria to 
many her off to a man who 
had several wives and was 
in his sixties. 

“The judicial inquiry must 
determine the circum- 
stances in which this young 
woman died, but it is hard 
not to feel shame and dis- 
gust at the methods of 
expulsion used which noth- 
ing or no one can ever justi- 
fy." wrote the French-lan- 
guage Catholic daily La 
Libre Belgique. 

According to the interior 
ministry, a cushion was 
forced against Adamou 's 
mouth to stop her resisting 
police attempts to deport 


her. She then fell into a 
coma and an inquiry was 
opened into her death. 

Police have denied hitting 
or drugging Adamou, but 
the Movement against 
Racism, Antisemitism and 
Xenophobia (MRAX1 and 
the Belgian Collective 
against Expulsions claimed 
she bad been beaten up. 

“Deportees are punched in 
the stomach to make them 
sit down, they’re given pills 
to keep them quiet, cush- 
ions are forced on their 
faces to stop them strug- 
gling” said Georges-Henri 
Bauthier. a lawyer and 
chairman of the League of 
Human Rights. 

Up to 300 demonstrators 
flocked to the hospital late 
Tuesday as Adamou lay 
dying, before heading up to 
the home outside Brussels 
of Interior Minister Louis 
Tobback. demanding his 
resignation. 

Among the protesters 
were leaders of the Eeolo 
“green" party, which has 
called for a six-month 
moratorium on the deporta- 
tion of refugees. 


Adamou's death has 
stirred up anger over- the 
infamous “cushion 

method”, reported 

Belgium's leading daily Le 
Soir. 

“Forced expulsion, which 
may in certain cases be the 
last resort, can never justify 
practices that ride 
roughshod over human dig- 
nity. The cushion technique, 
to ‘calm the rebellious’, is 
one of these practices and 
Sernira died flora it," con- 
cluded Le Libre Belgique. 

The ministry noted that 
applying a cushion to the 
mouth, but not the nose, of a 
deportee and use of plastic 
handcuffs, were legal prac- 
tice when dealing with 
rebellious behaviour. 

For Adamou. this was the 
sixth attempt by the author- 
ities to expel her after she 
had exhausted every legal 
avenue possible to sray in 
Belgium. 

Since the start of the year, 
Belgium has expelled 3,863 
illegal immigrants, said 
police. 


Eurocrats’ entry exam 
scrapped because of cheating 


BRUSSELS i AFP) — The 
results of a European 
Commission entry exam 
taken by 30.000 candi- 
dates last week have been 
cancelled after it emerged 
that some candidates had 
received questions in 
advance, the EU executive 
announced Wednesday. 

The highly-embarrass- 
ing move follows a flood 
of complaints about cheat- 
ing and faulty organisa- 
tion in connection with 
the exam — or “concours” 
— which was staged in 3S 
cities across the 15 EU 
countries last Monday. 

“On the basis of checks 
carried out to day. there is 
sufficient evidence to sus- 
pect that at least one paper 
was leaked," 

Commissioner Erkki 
Liikanen said. 

“As a result, to ensure 
the equal treatment of all 
candidates. I have decided 
to cancel the exam.” 

Commission spokes- 
woman Martine Reicherts 


said an internal investiga- 
1 tion was under way into 
how an Italian version of 
one of the multiple-choice 
papers came to be leaked. 

Candidates can opt to 
answer multiple questions 
in any of the EU's 1 1 offi- 
cial languages. 

The exam, which cost 
1.2 million ECUS ($1.3 
million) ta hold, will be 
reorganised as soon as is 
practically possible, 
Reicherts added. 

Candidates will not have 
to reregister and will be 
informed automatically of 
the new date for the con- 
cours. 

Among the most serious 
complaints received by 
the commission were alle- 
gations that candidates in 
Rome were able to use 
their mobile phones to get 
the answers to the multi- 
ple-choice questions dur- 
ing a break in the exam to 
allow for more papers to 
be photocopied. 

At the Brussels centre. 


candidates were reported 
to be making illicit calls 
from the toilets while oth- 
ers were alleged to have 
been provided with an 
advance list of the ques- 
tions by family members 
already working in the 
commission. 

In Milan, an administra- 
tive error meant candi- 
dates from all over north- 
ern Italy were told to turn 
up at the wrong address. 

Last Monday’s exam 
was the first stage in a 
selection procedure from 
which only a tiny fraction 
of the 30.000 candidates 
will end up with a job in 
the commission. 

Those who do best on 
the multiple test questions 
are invited for a second, 
essay-based exam- On the 
basis of this, a few hun- 
dred will make it onto a 
reserve list from which 
new commission posts are 
filled. 



Konrad Knjau, the man who forged the Hitler diaries, signs specimen pages from a 
new cookbook he has compiled in Stuttgart. Knjau 's latest work lists the favourite 
dishes of 80 famous personalities and includes excerpts from their respective diaries, 
penned by none other than the master forger himself (Reuters photo) 

German forger draws on 
' IP help to pen cookbook 
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STUTTGART. Germany 
(R) — Hitler was no 
gourmet, according to the 
man who foiged his diaries. 

“His favourite dish was a 
simple broth with noodles 
and vegetables,” said 
Konrad Kujau, who in 1983 
briefly fooled the world into 
believing his Hitler diaries 
were the biggest publishing 
find in modem history. 

The dictator's Spartan 
tastes have barred him from 
Kujau’s latest work, a cook- 
book listing the favourite 
dishes of 80 famous person- 
alities including excerpts 
from their diaries, written 
by none other than the mas- 
ter forger himself. 

“I am particularly proud 
that Queen Elizabeth has 
endorsed the book." Kujau 
told reporters, pointing to. 
her signature on the first 
page. She is most unlikely 
to recall the signing, howev- 
er. 

Not all of the favourites 
quoted in the book are 
cooked up. Kujau says his 
book is based on years of 
historical research. 

The portly, jovial 60-year- 
old who spent three years in 
jail for selling Stem maga- 


zine 63 volumes he claimed 
were written by the Nazi 
leader, presented the cook- 
book at a news conference 
to mark the first print run. 

It will be presented at the 
Frankfurt book fair next 
month. 

Queen Elizabeth's 

favourite dish is marinated 
hare in a sour cream sauce 
with mushrooms. A potted 
biography and a detailed 
recipe are included. 

Queen Elizabeth shares 
the pages with an array of • 
living and dead VIPs 
including Albert Einstein, 
Boris Becker and Fidel 
Castro, who incidentally 
loves to polish off an iced 
rum souffle. 

Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret 

Thatcher's mouth waters at 
the prospect of crab cocktail 
with kiwi fruit. And Mao 
Tse-Tung’s eyes bulged 
when steamed catfish fillet 
with rice in a creamy mus- 
tard sauce appeared on his 
table. 

“I have studied Mao a lot 
I could write his diaries,’’ 
Kujau said. winking. 
“Perhaps I could sell them 
as real." 


Kujau runs a restaurant in 
Stuttgart and earns his keep 
by selling his own copies of 
Picassos, Van Goghs, Miros 
and Dalis at his Gallery of 
Forgeries" in Stuttgart, dis- 
creetly marked with his own 
signature to avoid prosecu- 
tion. 

Asked how he managed to 
fill the pages of Hitler's 
diaries, Kujau said he stud- 
ied the dictator's entire life 
and the contents all had 
some basis in fact 

“1 even studied his health 
records. For example, he 
was going to spend 
Christmas Eve with the 
troops on the Russian front 
in 1941 but couldn't go 
because he had such bad 
toothache that his dentist 
had to treat him. I included 
that,” he said. . . , , , 

Several experts, including 
Hugh Trevor-Roper, the dis- 
tinguished historian, were 
fooled by the diaries and 
Stem paid more than nine 
million marks ($5 million) 
to serialise them. 

Kujau, a media celebrity 
in Germany who has 
appeared on many chat 
shows, said his life's work 
was far from finished. 


Britain to relax strict 
quarantine laws 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British government 
Wednesday unveiled 
plans to relax its century- 
old quarantine laws, 
which have been con- 
demned as cruel for 
requiring all pets entering 
the country to spend six 
months in isolation. 

Junior Agriculture 
Minister Nick Brown said 
the government remained 
determined to keep out 
the deadly rabies virus out 
of Britain. 

But it was now proposed 
that a new high-tech “pet 
passport” scheme allow 
pets entering Britain from 
Western Europe and other 
low-risk countries such as 
New Zealand and 
Australia to avoid quaran- 
tine. 

The proposals are con- 
tained in a report pub- 
lished by an independent 
group of experts given the 
task by the government of 
finding a way to ease the 
strict quarantine laws 
without putting the coun- 
try at risk from rabies. 

Brown said in a BBC 
radio interview that the 
government would now 
consult experts and ani- 
mal rights groups before 
amending the quarantine 
law. 

Under the scheme, a 
microchip would be 
insened under the skin of 
each pet so it could be 
identified by an electronic 
scanner at ports and air- 
ports to ensure it had 


received an ami-rabies 
vaccination. 

Animals would also 
have to be deloused. and 
owners would have to 
produce certificates to 
prove the pet had been 
checked by a vet within 
24 hours before entering 
Britain. 

“The government's pri- 
ority is to make sure that 
our country remains 
rabies-free. Protection of 
the public comes first,” 
Brown told the BBC. 

But he added: “The 
instance of rabies in pets 
in Western Europe is vir- 
tually non-existent." 

A ministry of agricul- 
ture spokesman said that' 
although the consultation 
should end by the end of 
the year, the new mea- 
sures will take at least 
three years to introduce 
because of the need for 
legislation and a lengthy 
implementation period. 

Quarantine will be 
maintained for animals 
coming from higher-risk 
areas, notably Eastern 
Europe, the United States, 
South America, Africa 
and parts of Asia. 

Since 1901. Britain has 
obliged ail animals enter- 
ing the country to spend 
six months in designated 
kennels to ensure they are 
rabies-free. 

But the rule has come 
under increasing pressure 
from animal-lovers who 
say rabies-control tech- 
niques have made quaran- 


tine needless. Around 100 
animals die each year in 
quarantine kennels, 
according to animal rights 
groups. 

The campaign for a 
change in the laws was 
boosted by the interven- 
tion of high-profile dog 
owners, including former 
Hong Kong Governor 
Chris Patten, who pre- 
ferred to keep his dogs 
Whiskey and Soda at his 
home in France than 
return them to Britain and 
condemn them to six 
months' incarceration. 

The passport sysrem is 
also expected to be cheap- 
er than quarantine, cutting 
costs from $2,400 to keep 
a dog in solitary confine- 
ment for six months to 
between an estimated 
£300 and £400. 

The Royal Society for 
the Protection of Animals 
(RSPCA) backed the pro- 
posals, a spokesman say- 
ing they would be “more 
effective and more 
humane than the current 
quarantine system." 

But the president of the 
British Veterinary 

Association, Ted 

Chandler, voiced doubts if 
the new system would 
keep rabies out 

“If it works the same as 
our passports, it’s going to 
be pretty feeble. 

“Just flashing a docu- 
ment in a long queue of 
people coming into (he 
country is no check at 
all,” he told BBC radio. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Blood possibly contaminated with 
mad cow disease spills on highway 

I ONDON (AP) — Eight people were taken to the bos- 
p^Wednesday after ftaiScer spilled 22 tonnes of cattle 
good possibly contaminated with mad cow c^ oa a 
highway. West Midlands police said a seal failed 
Wednesday morning on a tanker c^ng the btoodno^ 
along the M6 Highway between Wednesbury and Walsall 
in central Engird. Police Inspector Clive Sherwood 
said the blood is believed to be from lows over 36 
months old, destroyed as part of the government s cam- 
paign to eradicate bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
or BSE — from Che national herd, and was itself due to 
be destroyed. “It is not known if the blood is infected 
with BSE, but we are taking all precautions necessary to 
ensure the safety of the pubfic,” he said. A spokesman 
for the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries ; and Food said 
“the chances of this blood being infected with BSE are 
highly remote." Police said four firefighters, two police 
officers, the tanker driver and his wife were all taken to 
Walsall Manor Hospital to be cleaned up. Two of theJ 
highway's three lanes were closed while the blood was 
removed, causing long lines of traffic. _ 

Taleban publicly execute 
two murderers 

KABUL iAFP) — Two men accused of murder were 
publicly executed at a packed sports stadium in the west 
em Afghan province of Herat, official sources reported 
Wednesday. The Taleban’s mouthpiece Radio Shariat 
said Herat residents Kazem and Abdur Rauf, who bad 
killed Sultan Ahmad and Abdul Qader two years ago, 
were executed by the relatives of the victims Tuesday. It 
was not specified how the murderers were killed. 
Thousands of local residents had packed the city’s only 
sports stadium in Herat to watch the executions after 
speeches by Taleban officials on the importance of 
implementing Islamic laws. The Taleban religious mili- 
tia, who now control around 90 per cent of Afghanistan, 
abide by a strict interpretation of Islamic Sharia law, 
publicly executing murderers and chopping off limbs of 
thieves. The hardline militia considers harsh punish- 
ments imperative in curbing crime in war-tom 
Afghanistan. So far dozens of people have received such 
penalties in the Taleban-controlled areas of Afghanistan. 

Ex-president denounces Clinton, 
reaction to scandal 

ATLANTA (AP) — Former President Jimmy Carter 
denounced the conduct of both President Bill Clinton 
and those pursuing his ouster, and predicted that 
Congress would vote to impeach him . But in his annual 
question-and-answer session with Emory University stu- 
dents Tuesday, Carter also said he did not expect the 
Senate to remove Clinton from office. Carter said he did 
not believe Clinton told the truth either in his deposition 
for the Paula Jones sexual harassment lawsuit or during 
his testimony for the grand jury led by special prosecu- 
tor Kenneth Starr. He said he has “deplored and been 
deeply embarrassed about” Clinton’s relationship with 
former White House volunteer Monica Lewinsky. “And I 
have also deplored and been embarrassed by the reaction 
•to it the overemphasis of it the matter in which a very 
serious political and legal issue has been addressed.” he 
added. He said the Republican majority in Congress will 
produce a vote to impeach Clinton, like Carter a 
Democrat and a Southerner. “But it is also my prediction 
that the Senate will not marshal the two-thirds vote that 
will be required to remove the president.” Carter said the 
presidency and the country will survive the Clinton scan- 
dal. “Nothing fatal has been done” Carter said. “Our 
nation is the finest democracy on earth, and one of the 
finest aspects of it is that our problems are, in effect, self- 
healing. or self-correcting when a mistake is made.'’ 
Former President George Bush, in a taped interview with 
NBC TV, was reluctant to criticise or second guess 
Clinton. “He’s got enough critics out there now,” Bush 
said. Asked if the presidency has been diminished by 
Clinton, Bush responded: “This office is strong, bigger 
than any one person. But I’m afraid. I’m afraid for now 
it has been diminished." 

Smog descends on HK, 
prompting calls for action 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong air pollution hit 
record levels this week and remained high Wednesday, 
prompting health warnings, condemnation of govern- 
ment policies and calls for urgent measures to ease the 
problem. As a heavy haze obscured Hong Kong's trade- 
mark harbour views, the government's Roadside Air 
Pollution Index (API) Tuesday hit 167 in Causeway Bay, 
a commercial district with heavy traffic and many tall 
buildings. That was the highest level since the index, 
which measures roadside air quality near traffic, was 
introduced on June 15. The figure stayed at the “very 
high level of 101 Wednesday, and was forecast to stand, 
between the “high” levels of 75 and 90 Thursday, the 
government s . Environmental Protection Department 
said. Air pollution is “very high” when the index exceeds 
101. At that level, the government advises people with 
existing heart or respiratory conditions to avoid high- 
traffic areas. “The pollution was caused by the accumu- 
lation of nitrogen dioxide. This pollutant was emitted 
directly from diesel vehicles," Principal Environmental 
Protection Officer Pang Sik-wing said on government 
radio Wednesday. “And it s also formed by the oxidation 
of the ozone ui certain areas like Causeway Bay which 
are surrounded by many tall buildings," he said. The 
ozone had been swept in by the moderate northerly and 
northeasterly wind, while the strong sunshine in the ter- 
ritory over the week community a disservice by continu- 
ing to flounder on air pollution,” she said. 


Monica’s tie choice 
saw Clinton as caring 

LONDON (R) —* Monica Lewinsky’s choice of a yellow 
tie with a subtle pattern as a gift f or President Bill 
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Looters strip bare shops and businesses in Maseru, the capital of Lesotho for a second day after South Africa and 
Botswana sent a military force to restore order in the southern African kingdom after nearly two months of anti- 
government protests. South Africa and Botswana sent troops and equipment into Lesotho Tuesday in response to 

an appeal for help by Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili who said his government had lost control of the army 
(Reuters photo) • 1 


Politicians discuss deadlock over IRA disarmament 


B ELFAST, N orthem 

Ireland (AP) — Britain's 
governor for Northern 
Ireland predicted 

Wednesday that die Irish 
Republican Army (RAJ 
would start disarming, the 
issue that has long bedev- 
illed efforts to make a peace 
agreement work. 

"It's no longer a question 
of if (weapons) decommis- 
sioning is going to take 
place, it's a question of 
when." Mo Mowlam said 
after discussing obstacles to 
April’s peace agreement 
with Irish Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern in Dublin. 

Ahern said he wanted to 
see disarmament “the soon- 
er the better," but neither he 
nor Mowlam said they had 
any deadline in mind. 

David Trimble. the 
Protestant politician elected 
to lead a new multi-party 
government for Northern 
Ireland, insisted he won’t 
allow leaders of the IRA- 
allied Sinn Fein Party to 
participate unless comman- 


ders of the outlawed IRA 
start disarming first. 

"It’s not a matter of pre- 
conditions. It's a matter of 
them doing what they 
agreed to do," Trimble said 
before launching a public- 
relations drive ~ to attract 
tourists from the Irish 
Republic to Northern 

Ireland. 

Noting that April’s agree- 
ment had already provided 
early paroles for more than 
20 of an eligible 200 IRA 
prisoners, Trimble said it 
would be “quite wrong for 
them to expect to benefit ... 
if they're defaulting on their 
obligations." Trimble leads 
the Ulster Unionist Party, 
chief representative of the 
north's British Protestant 
majority. 

In July a new legislative 
assembly — part of die new 
government framework for 
Northern Ireland — elected 
him to lead an administra- 
tion alongside a moderate 
Catholic politician, Seamus 
Mallon. 


Other members of the as- 
ye t-unformed administra- 
tion must be approved by 
majorities of the assembly’s 
Protestant and Catholic 
blocs. Trimble, opposed by 
many Protestants, has a vul- 
nerable two-vote majority 
within the Protestant bloc. 

April’s agreement said 
Sinn Fein should press the 
LRA to destroy its secret 
arms dumps by mid-2000. 
But it set no deadline for the 
process to start, nor did it 
specify penalties if it failed 
to happen. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams insisted Monday 
that IRA disarmament was 
“a dead-end issue" and 
beyond his powers to deliv- 
er. 

Ahern and Mowlam want 
Trimble to invite Sinn Fein 
into the new administration 
next month regardless of 
what the IRA does. 

Meetings between 

Trimble and Ahem late 
Tuesday in Dublin, and 
between Trimble and 


Adams earlier that day in 
Belfast, made no repotted 
progress. 

Meanwhile, police in the 
Irish Republic arrested, then 
freed without charge, seven 
men on suspicion of 
involvement in the 
Continuity IRA, a dissident 
offshoot that has refused to 
join the parent group's July 
1997 truce. 

Police seized a .22-calibre 
rifle and a handgun during 
searches of the suspects' 
homes in Dublin and 
County Kildare west of the 
Irish capital. 

They are continuing to 
interrogate six men arrested 
Monday on suspicion of 
involvement in another dis- 
sident group dubbed the 
Real IRA, which killed 29 
people in a car bombing last 
month. 

That group called a cease- 
fire in the wake of that 
attack. Northern Ireland's 
deadliest in its 30 years of 
political violence. 


Shoot to kill, S. African 
intervention troops told 


MASERU (AFP) — Southern 
African intervention troops 
were Wednesday issued with 
shoot-rokitf orders in the face 
of fierce resistance by Lesotho 
soldiers in a battle for control 
of a key barracks here, the 
South African military said. 

Lesotho police, meanwhile, 
were unable to contain anar- 
chy on the streets of what 
remains of this market town 
capital following a day and 
night of unbridled looting and 
arson by anti-government pro- 
testers.’ 

A South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) 
statement said nine South 
African soldiers have been 
killed in clashes with Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF) mem- 
bers since Pretoria’s troops 
entered Lesotho Tuesday. 

Casualties suffered among 
the Lesotho troops amounted 
to approximately 40, the state- 
ment said, but a spokeswoman 
was unable to specify how 
many were killed and how 
many injured. 

"Most of the casualties were 
people wounded." the spokes- 
woman, Colonel Lave me 
Machine, told AFP from 


Pretoria, adding thai until now 
the intervention troops — 600 
from South Africa and 200 
from Botswana — had adopt- 
ed a “soft approach." 

But because of the "heavy 
aggression" being met from 
the Lesotho soldiers, the 
approach had changed 

"The gloves have come off." 
Machine said “We now go in 
to kill.” 

The SANDF statement said 
"fierce resistance” was being 
encountered at the 
Makonyanc military base out- 
side Maseru, and correspon- 
dents reported intermittent 
shelling and firing throughout 
the morning in die hills sur- 
rounding the key barracks. 

The statement indicated the 
intervention forces were 
encountering guerrilla- style 

resistance at the Makonyane 
base. 

The intervention, on behalf 
of the 14-nation Southern 
African Development 

Community (SADC), follows 
the failure of diplomatic 
efforts to end the political cri- 
sis which began when opposi- 
tion parties accused the gov- 
ernment of fraud in a general 


election in May. 

The centre of the town, 
meanwhile, was under siege 
Wednesday by looters, arson- 
ists and vigilantes, with under- 
staffed police battling to push 
back the tide of anarchy. 

Angry businessmen stood 
on tire comer of the main 
street, where a siring of bumt- 
out shops and stores stretches 
for more than a kilometre, 
armed with pump-action shot- 
guns, automatic weapons and 
handguns, opening tire on 
looters and arsonists. 

They hit no one but seemed 
satisfied they had scared off 
che youths out to plunder their 
shops. 

"Yes 1 shot at them.” one 
businessman. Asharf 

Abbubakker, told AFP. ‘We 
have lost everything. We are 
totally devastated and angry 
and we will demand compen- 
sation from the South Africans 
who have invaded this coun- 
try.” 

Police, too, continually shot 
at looters, chasing them 
through the streets and. with 
stray bullets flying around, 
making the streets extremely 
dangerous. 


At the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, where since Tuesday 
82 people haw been created 
for injuries — most of them 
with gunshot wounds — doc- 
tors and nurses battled with a 
steady stream of casualties. 

Hospital superintendent Piet 
McPherson told AFP they had 
last received supplies 
Monday. His personnel were 
exhausted but he did not know 
how to get them home safely 
or to bring in replacements. 

"We don’t even know where 
some of our doctors are,” he 
said. ‘They seem to be scat- 
tered around and we think 
some may have fled the coun- 
try.” 

Inside a ward, a 2 1 -year-old 
protester lay with bum injuries 
to his face. He told AFP he 
and friends were torching a 
shop when a gas bottle 
exploded. 

Three beds down, another 
youth with a chest wound said 
the protesters had shot him. 
"Look at these people,” be 
said, referring to the protest- 
ers. “They have finished our 
country." 


Finn accused of giving EU secrets to Russia 


HELSINKI (R) — Finnish 
authorities said Wednesday 
they were investigating an espi- 
onage case involving a foreign 
ministry official suspected of 
passing confidential European 
Union (EU) information to 
Russia. 

Seppo Nevala. head of the 
Security Police, said the 
unidentified official could be 
charged with treason. 

“The secret service has inves- 
tigated the case assuming that 
the official was committing 
treason," Nevala told Reuters. 
"The illegal activity was 
stopped at an early stage." 

Nevala said the official had 
been passing EU-ielared mate- 
rial and other secrets to two 
Russian diplomats in Helsinki, 
one of whom was asked to 
leave already during the sum- 


mer. The other had earlier left 
voluntarily. 

"As they enjoyed diplomatic 
immunity, court proceedings in 
Finland were out of the ques- 
tion,” he said. 

The case now rests with 
Finland's chief prosecutor 
Jarmo Rautakoski who said a 
decision on whether to press 
charges against the civil ser- 
vant, who had not been arrest- 
ed, could be made within a 
month. 

In Moscow. Interfax news 
agency quoted the foreign min- 
istry as saying it regretted 
Finland's decision to expel its 
diplomat: 

Politicians in Helsinki admit- 
ted. the case embarrassed 
Finland, which has had close 
ties with Moscow for decades 
and pursued the role of a 


bridge-builder between the EU 
and Russia. 

"We are waiting for further 
information from the foreign 
ministry and the secret service. 
The case is quite serious" 
Markus Aahonen. head of par- 
liament's foreign relations 
committee, told Reuters. 

Asked if the case was an 
embarrassment for Finland, he 
said: T would say so.” Jukka 
Valtasaari. state secretary at the 
foreign ministry, said he did not 
expea the case to sour relations 
with Russia and that the EU 
had been notified early on. 

“My assessment is that it will 
not (affect relations with 
Russia) and I hope it will not,” 
Valtasaari told Reuters. 

One senior foreign diplomat 
in Helsinki said that Finland, 
the only EU country bordering 


Russia, had to keep a lively dia- 
logue with its huge eastern 
neighbour. 

“It is unpleasant but in the 
long-run there will be no con- 
sequences,” the diplomat told 
Reuters. 

Following a defeat in Weald 
War n, Finland was forced to 
accept a friendship paa with 
the Soviet Union which boned 
it from closer ties with the West 
and allowed Moscow to med- 
dle in its internal affairs. 

The Soviet embassy in 
Helsinki was crowded until the 
early 1990s with intelligence 
officers whose only task was to 
keep up regular contacts with 
leading politicians. 

Such liaisons were not seen 
as improper and ordinary Finns 
called the agents “Kotiryssa” 
— “domesticated Russians.” 
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Beijing toughens stand on dissidents 
on eve of French premier’s trip 


BEUING (AFPj — China 
Wednesday stepped up its 
campaign of intimidation 
against dissidents on the eve 
of a state visit by French 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. 

Beijing writer Jiang 

Qisheng, who has been 
arrested several times in the 
past, was Tuesday detained at 
his home and taken to a secret 
location, his wife Zhang 
Hong told AFP. 

And in the southeastern 
town of Fuzhou, Un Xinstau. 
a traditional Chinese medi- 
cine specialist was 

Wednesday placed under 
seven days detention for 
ignoring stria police restric- 
tions imposed on him, 
sources said. 

Lin was put under house 
arrest at the start of the month 
after writing an open letter to 
President Jiang Zemin calling 
for democracy! just before the 
landmark visit to China of 
UN. Human Rights 
Commissioner Mary 

Robinson. 

According to dissident 
sources here, Jiang Qisheng 
was preparing with activists 
Lin Mu and Ding Zilin, the 
mother of a student killed in 


the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown, to publish state- 
ments on freedom, civil liber- 
ties and social justice. 

Jospin is due to raise the 
issue of human rights with the 
Chfrjese leadership during his 
three-day visit to mainland 
China and Hong Kong, 
sources in his entourage said. 

Chinese authorities have 
over the last days and weeks 
stepped up their detentions of 
dissidents who have been try- 
ing to register the first opposi- 
tion party since the start of 
Communist rule in 1949. 

Dissidents have lodged 
applications to register the 
China Democracy Party in 
seven provinces since June. 

Most of the those behind 
the applications have been 
briefly detained and released 
several days later except for 
Tang Yuanjuan, a former 
en gin eer from northeast 
Changchun, who has been 
formally charged with mak- 
ing contact with illegal organ- 
isations. 

The leader of the movement 
Wang Youcai was also 
charged in August after a 
month in detention. He was 
later released and placed 


under house arrest. 

Sixteen dissidents from the 
northeastern provinces of 
Jilin and Liaoning sent an 
open letter to Jospin to ask 
him to take up the question ctf 
human rights with Chinese 
authorities and to intercede 
on behalf of Tang Yuanjuan. 

“Mr. Jospin should not for- 
get that he comes from the 
country which is at the origin 
of the Declaration on Human 
Rights. We hope that he will 
manage to make efforts to 
improve human rights in 
other countries.” a copy of the 
letter delivered to AFP said. 

Those arrested in recent 
weeks include Fang Jue, a 
former cadre, detained after 
published an essay at the 
beginning of the year calling 
for political reform. 

Journalist Shi Binhai of the 
China Economic Tunes was 
detained earlier this month 
for digging too deeply into 
sensitive issues such as high- 
level corruption. 

Two human rights groups 
TUesday appealed to Jospin to 
intervene with his hosts over 
another journalist Gao Yu 
imprisoned for divulging 
state secrets. 


Reporters sans Frontifcres 
(Reporters without Borders) 
and Human Rights Watch 
told Jospin in a joint state- 
ment received here that they 
knew “bow attached you are 
to respect for human rights." 

The two groups “urge you 
to intervene with the Chinese 
authorities, and in particular 
with President Jiang Zemin, 
to obtain the release of Gao 
Yu on humanitarian grounds 
so that she can receive the 
medical treatment she needs.” 

Arrested in October 1993. 
Gao was sentenced to six 
years in prison when she was 
woriring with the Hong Kong 
Mirror Monthly and Chinese 1 
Overseas Daily. 

Jospin's visit is the first by a | 
French premier since a trip by i 
Edouard Balladur in April | 
1994 which was sprinkled i 
with numerous detentions j 
including that of the main ■ 
pro-democracy leader Wei ; 
Jingsheng. 

Held in secret for 1 8 
months, Wei was then sen- 
tenced to 14 years in prison 
before being freed in 
November on medical 
grounds and sent into exile in 
the United States. 


Euro court fines Britain in child spanking case 


STRASBOURG. France 
fRj — The European 
Court of Human Rights 
condemned Britain 
Wednesday for failing to 
provide adequate legal 
protection for children 
who are beaten by their 
parents. 

Acting in the controver- 
sial case of a boy beaten 
with a cane by his stepfa- 
ther, the court concluded 
that British law failed to 
protect him from “inhu- 
man and degrading treat- 
ment" as required by the 
European convention of 


human rights. 

It fined Britain 550,400 
in damages and legal fees. 
The boy. who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, 
was nine at the time of the 
beating. which was 
inflicted after he fried to 
stab his younger brother 
with a kitchen knife. 

The suit was an attempt 
by the boy’s lawyers to 
contest British laws sanc- 
tioning “reasonable chas- 
tisement” of children. 

A British court had 
acquitted the stepfather of 
charges of assault. 


The boy's natural father, 
with whom the boy now 
lives, backed the child in 
the case. But his mother 
defended the beating, say- 
ing he had been “totally 
out of control" and had 
“run riot" since the age of 
two. 

Caning and other forms 
of corporal punishment in 
British schools have been 
against the law for years. 
But courts have frequently 
acquitted parents who 
have admitted using 
canes, belts and electric 
flexes to beat their chil- 


dren at home. 

Britain has sometimes 
lagged behind other 
European nations in 
cracking down on the use 
of corporal punishment. 

Until 1891, for 
instance, British men 
could legally beat their 
wives with a stick, provid- 
ed it was no thicker than a 
man's thumb. Under the 
law, husbands were also 
allowed to lock up their 
wives as a punishment. 
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Not the way 

THE CURRENT situation in Malaysia involving 
ousted Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
provides an interesting study of human rights in 
developing conn tries, just as the rise and fall of the 
Malaysian financial system presented an 
opportunity for an in-depth study of economics. In 
both cases, it seems, the lesson to be learned is 
exactly how not to do it 

Anwar, who has been charged with a list of 
crimes including corruption and sexual impropri- 
ety, was detained earlier this week under 
Malaysia’s infamous Internal Security Act. This 
law allows the indefinite detention of accused per- 
sons without trial, even during times of peace. 
Before Anwar’s arrest a number of his associates 
were taken into custody under the same act It has 
been described by a Malaysian human rights 
group as leading to '‘gross violations of human 
rights.” 

Coinciding with the Anwar arrest was the 
arrival of Queen Elizabeth II of England to close 
the Commonwealth Games. Anwar, however, 
would win no awards for predicting the future: he 
said he would be arrested after she left Perhaps 
the Malaysian authorities can add the offence of 
not being able to prognosticate future events accu- 
rately enough to the list of charges. 

Besides the violations of internationally recog- 
nised human rights standards involved in Anwar’s 
detention, the timing and other circumstances sur- 
rounding the arrest also raise questions. The cam- 
paign against him built up with incredible speed 
after his sacking. Several close associates were 
produced who “admitted,” after detention under 
the security act, to the charges of sodomy pressed 
against Anwar. To date, no evidence has been pro- 
duced to substantiate the claims made against 
him, a fact that seems odd considering Anwar’s 
former position and 17 years of service under 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad. It is also 
difficult to not see the popular Anwar as a scape- 
goat of sorts, with the increased scrutiny being 
afforded East Asia’s dictators in the wake of the 
economic collapse. Nothing is better to divert 
attention away from pressing problems than a lit- 
tle “sex and ties” scandal, as current events in 
American “politics” now demonstrate. 

Anwar has received international attention due 
to his status in Malaysia, bat he is in the same boat 
as thousands before him in Malaysia and hun- 
dreds of thousands around the world who have 
been arbitrarily harassed, jailed and tortured 
under vague legislation that removes the accused 
and their inquisitors from the public eye. This has 
all been documented over the years by numerous 
international human rights bodies, but neverthe- 
less it takes the arrest of a public figure for the 
countries who supposedly “champion” human 
rights to bring pressure to bear ou countries 
which engage in such abuses. If these countries 
wished to end such hypocrisy, they should demand 
that Mahathir be detained under the same securi- 
ty act as Anwar. He presents more of a security 
threat to ordinary Malaysians, who are now strug- 
gling to survive thanks to his policies, than Anwar. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fabed Fanek urged the government to get rid 
of all obstacles preventing Jordanian goods from enter- 
ing the Palestinian market, whether these obstacles 
stemmed from Israelis or Palestinians. He said he was 
delighted with the Jordanian-Palestinian higher com- 
mittee regulations which will help open the Palestinian 
market for Jordanian goods. But although Palestinians 
are anxious to do so. the real decision is in the hands of 
Israel, he said. Agreeing with Palestinians was easy, but 
this did not allow Jordanian trucks to enter Ramallah 
without obstacles, so, real negotiations have to be had 
between Jordan and Israel. Fanek said. But not all 
obstacles are Israeli, some are Palestinian, he added, 
and thus, the West Bank market remains captive to the 
Israelis, who control the market. Fanek claimed that 
agents in the Palestinian market representing Israeli 
suppliers, who are basically political motivated, are not 
interested in competition from Jordan market. 

A1 Dustour's Araib Rintawi warned against what he 
called the “veiled nuclear strategy" adopted by consec- 
utive Israeli governments* which keep regional tensions 
high because of the uncertainty surrounding Israel’s 
nuclear programme. Israel have repeatedly refused to 
open nuclear establishments for international inspec- 
tion and did not sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, he said. Rintawi praised recent Arab efforts led 
by Egypt to include Israel's nuclear programme on the 
agenda of the International Atomic Energy 
Commission which Monday opened its first session in 
Austria. He hoped that the Arab effort will eventually 
force Israel to yield to international pressure, especial- 
ly at this stage when there are increasing signs of pos- 
sible nuclear leakage or even an explosion at the Israeli 
nuclear reactor at Dimona. 
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How much English do we need? 


THE MINUTE you raise questions such as the above, 
some/many — as the case generally is in our part of the 
world when you address rhe many so-caJJed ‘givens’ — 
hasten to bombard you with a series of dismissive 
rhetorical questions or sharp answers. 

What do you mean by asking how much English do we 
need? We need as much English as possible. English is 
an international language: it is needed for communica- 
tion. Every new event, happening, discovery, invention, 
tact, piece of information, hypothesis, theory fin any 
realm, discipline or sphere) is conveyed in English. We 
need English therefore to know, keep up-to-date and be 
competent in our own specialities. English is the lan- 
guage of business, commerce and trade; we need it to do 
business with the rest of the world. In open-market, 
interdependent global economies. English is a must. 
Arab societies — which are rich anthropologically, soci- 
ologically, historically, culturally, etc. — are open, and 
they expect tourism to replace oil in its economic value. 
You need English to communicate with the millions of 
tourists who are. or will be, knocking at the door. 
Besides, the globe is fast becoming a small village: you 
need English to communicate with your fellow global 
citizens. 

And what do you mean by asking what son of English 
do we want? We want all sorts: formal and informal, 
standard and colloquial, spoken and written. We want 
the four skills: reading, speaking, listening, and writing. 
We want American English. British English, and maybe 
even Australian English. 

This in fact happens, to be the official position of our 
educational institutions. Many schools in our society 
teach English as early as the age of three or four. The 
public schools start at the age of nine or ten. In the for- 
mer case. English is taught for fourteen years: in the lat- 
ter, for eight or ten. Not to mention, of course, the large 
number of those who take English at the college or uni- 
versity level. And our educational institutions teach the 
four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

So? 

Well, even though everything sounds so logical, com- 
monsensical. and the right thing to do, in reality there 
are real problems in our relation to English and in our 
approach to it. 

Look at the following scenario from real life. This in 
fact happened a couple of days ago. Some colleagues 
and t were in an auditorium supervising an English pro- 
ficiency' test for Ph.D. students in the various branches 
of the sciences and humanities. During the two-hour 


exam, I was approached by three students (those bold 
enough to “expose” themselves) who came to ask about 
whai is required in a certain question. Tbe question was: 
“Summarise the following passage in no more than 100 
words." Even though I have been teaching English at the 
college level for over fifteen years and have encountered 
so many outrageous cases of weak English, I was almost 
stunned. A Ph.D. student (30-40 years old) who has 
studied English for at least eight or ten years prior to 
college (and may have taken a couple of courses at the 
college level) does not know what “summarise” and 
“passage" mean! 

You may say that this is an extreme case. I would say 
no. When I graded the exam, I found a number of stu- 
dents who translated the passage into Arabic instead of 
summarising it (which shows that they also have misun- 
derstood the instructions). More importantly, however, 
we teachers of English (at school and at college) 
encounter many cases of real weakness in English — 
some of whom are totally helpless and hopeless. 

I would say. on the basis of my observations and read- 
ings (and I am talking here not about English majors but 
about our students in general), that only about 10-15 per 
cent of our college student population speaks, under- 
stands. reads and writes English effectively. 20-25 per 
cent fall in the category of “barely satisfactory.” The rest 
are either very weak or helpless. Some are more effec- 
tive in certain skills than in others. 

Clearly, there are numerous causes for our students' 
weakness in the English language. Some have to do with 
the environment itself: the Arab environment in which 
English is taught and the variety of local environments 
which the students come from (a student who studies 
English in western Amman will most likely be more 
competent than a fellow student in eastern Amman or in 
a village east of Mafraq). Some have to do with the 
competence or incompetence of teachers. Some have to 
do with the individual motivation and will of the learn- 
er. Some have to do with the syllabus. And so forth. 

Tbe important point to stress here, however, is this: if 
the (actual) overall result is not that satisfactory, and if 
there are so many stark cases of weakness, should we 
not seriously reconsider many of our assumptions 
regarding English? 

Such as what? 

Well, for one thing, why waste so much effort and so 
many valuable resources on teaching English for four- 
teen. twelve or ten years to students who reach the Ph.D. 
level (or college level generally) and do not understand 


a basic statement such as “Summarise *efoIto™g 
passage”? Is not this economically unsound . And what 
about the psychological and mMtai torture for stich stu- 
dents during so many years of English lessons. 

What I am suggesting is that, in the case of teaching. 
English, the saying “the more the memer may not nec- 
essarily be true. It may be no, only econom^ly mom 
sound, but also in actuality more effective to take 
English for two or three years (or less) than totake it for 
fourteen, twelve, or ten. I know students from other 
countries who started studying a foreign language in 
college. In two semesters, they have achieved more than 
the majority of our students in ten or twelve years. 
Shouldn't the experience of other nations be studied. 

For another, do we need to teach all of the four skills 
to all of our students? Should we not take into consider- 
ation the specific needs of individuals. At Wadi Mousa 
or Jerasb, for example, you meet individuals of all ages 
(some of whom have not learnt English at school) who 
express themselves fluently to tourists. The English they 
have serves their needs and purposes fine. The writing 
skills of many of them may be either minimal or non- 
existent. Do they need writing skills? Maybe not. 

Talk also to some chauffeurs working at the foreign 
diplomatic missions in Amman. What kind of English 
do they use? How much English do they know? I have 
witnessed several encounters between them and their 
foreign bosses. One chauffeur said to bis boss, after the 
latter asked him where he was going: “Me go airport 

bring Mr. Another said to his boss: “Me buy 

things downtown.” Tbe two bosses understood perfect- 
ly. 

Between tbe Ph.D. students who cannot understand 
tbe very basics of English after ten years of English 
schooling and tbe children at Petra and Jerash and the 
chauffeurs at the foreign diplomatic missions who have 
had little or no formal schooling but who can still make 
English work for them, certain traditional assumptions 
or ‘givens’ need to be reconsidered. Then what about 
students who study English for ten or fourteen years and 
never use it afterwards? 

We may need to take English for Special (or Specific) 
Purposes (ESP) more seriously. More importantly and 
urgently, we need to reconsider, restructure and readjust 
much of what many among us take for granted. We may 
want to begin with a serious conference devoted specif- 
ically to the economics, special needs, and effectiveness 
of our English programmes at the school as well as uni- 
versity levels. 







Just not fair 


To the editor: 
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HOW FAIR is it that a leader’s private life is mad?, 
public? How fair is it.io have bis family . dragged 
into one of the most embarrassing situations imag- 
inable? • 

Clinton is only a human being! Humans (except 
for the perfect 29 per cent of Americans) give in to 
temptations, have sexual affairs, deny having them, 
and then for one reason or another, lie about them 
under oath. Does that make him a criminal or just 
one of us? i 

I believe what is driving 29 per cent of Americans j 
to push for the president's impeachment is the fact 
that to them the president of the U.S. should be 
perfect. Is this what they aspire to be — perfect — 
or do they truly believe they are faultless and have 
the right to judge a man who has fallen? 

Two previous American presidents, F.D. 
Roosevelt and J.F. Kennedy, had sexual affairs 
while in office. Many knew about these affairs, but 
no one saw Eleanore or Jackie go through the pub- 
lic humiliation Hillary is going through, nor did 
they see those presidents walk with their tails 
between their legs, the way we see Clinton now. 

In times like this. Americans should take into 
consideration the good Clinton has done, and the 
terrible times he and his family are going through 
because of Ken Starr’s political ambitions. 

I truly sympathise with the Clintons. 

Jomana Wael Karadsheb, 
Amman.- 


The shape of things to come Rj ad 

The Tunisian economy: A blueprint for the future 

KEEPING IN mind nolitiral. cultural and renri and Rplainm 14 and 6 ner imnnrrc frw : j .... ..... 


KEEPING IN mind political, cultural and 
other affinities between us and the 
Maghreb, it's interesting to speculate on 
whether the North Africans have a lot to 
teach us as far as earning our way in the 
world is concerned. The answer seems 10 
be yes. especially if we consider Tunisia. 1 
spent an enjoyable week there earlier this 
month studying the country's foreign trade 
and had to conclude that looking at the 
Tunisian economy is useful in shedding 
light on ours. 

Like Jordan, Tunisia’s economic crunch 
came in the late 1980s. after which struc- 
tural adjustment started to be implement- 
ed. This includes gradual trade liberalisa- 
tion. fiscal reforms involving the introduc- 
tion of a value-added tax (VAT), and state 
divestiture in many areas. In 1995 Tunisia 
concluded a free trade pact with the 
European Union — rather like Jordan's 
accord with the EU — the first country in 
the Mediterranean region to do so. The EU 
is Tunisia's main trade and commercial 
partner, with 73 per cent of its total 
imports and 78 per cent of exports last 
year. Compare this with Jordan’s total of 
26 and 7 per cent. Eight European coun- 
tries count among Tunisia's twenty major 
clients, with the absolutely top four posi- 
tions being held by France (which alone 
takes 24 per cent of Tunisia's expons and 
send it 25 percent of its imports). Italy (19 
and 21 percent) , Germany (Hand 15 per 


cent) and Belgium (4 and 6 per cem) . 
Obviously, there are lots of differences 
between Tunisia’s economy and Jordan's. 
However, by looking at Tunisia now. we 
might just be getting a glimpse of how 
Jordanians wiJJ be behaving in a decade or 
so: exporting a lot and especially to 
Europe. Tunisia's exports during 1997 
expanded in double digits to about $5.4 
billion (which in per capita terms beats 
Jordan hollow), helping to give Tunisians 
respectable rates of growth per capita — in 
any case higher than our negative figures 
for 1996-8. Though Tunisia does sell 
abroad some products based on its own 
raw materials (including olive oil. phos- 
phates, petroleum, and dates), the really 
interesting part of its economy is the man- 
ufactured export sector. Tunisia’s number 
one export is clothing, to the tune of $1.9 
billion in 1997; this, along with hosiery 
($360 million) and fabrics ($90 million), 
was mainly produced by so-called off- 
shore companies. These, mostly EU firms, 
number around 700. exporting their pro- 
duction. and importing raw materials duty- 
free. The latter included much of the $1 
billion worth of fabrics, about $500 mil- 
lion of textile articles, and $140 million of 
thread and spun thread which Tunisia 
bought from foreigners last year. 

So important is this type activity that 
Tunisians refer to the “trade balance” of 
individual sectors, comparing exports and 


imports for a relatively narrow range of 
goods, such as textile and leather. Adding 
exports of shoe uppers and shoes of $230 
million last year to the figures above and 
throwing in a few more items gives a value 
of textile and leather goods exports for 
1997 of close to $2.7 billion, an advance 
compared with 1996. which in turn 
marked a rise on 1995. The trade surplus 
of the textiles and leather goods sector last 
year was at a record level of close to $700 
million (the surplus generated by the tex- 
tile and clothing branch being at about 
$600 million), with a “coverage rate” 
(imports divided by exports) of 135 per 
cenL The mere use of this terminology of 
sectoral balance and coverage for foreign 
trade is an interesting indication of how 
Tunisians think and work. This process is 
now set to be reinforced by the country’s 
pact with the EU. 

Tunisia already enjoys good access to 
the European market, but other benefits to 
the Tunisians from an accord with the EU 
are significant, including the harmonisa- 
tion of product standards with Europe. In 
fact, the agreement with the EU is helping 
to set Tunisia’s development agenda. Tariff 
protection is to be removed gradually, with 
imports that are most likely to disrupt 
domestic production being phased in over 
several years: but lowering tariffs will 
reduce state revenues, and the government 
must undertake fiscal reforms including 


unproved collection and wider application 
of the VAT to compensate. lie pact also 
covers non-tariff barriers and trade rules. 

In short, this agreement marks a critical 
step in Tunisia's liberalisation and offers 
the country an opportunity to accelerate 
reforms which should contribute to 
improved competitiveness and dynamism. 
The long-term gain will be substantial as 
resources are reallocated to more produc- 
tive activities, but the benefits of providing 
increased momentum to strengthen imple- 
mentation of Tunisia's reform are equally 
important. The EU’s technical assistance 
should also speed up the transfer of tech- 
noiogy and enhance investment opportuni- 
ties that will help Tunisian enterprises 
compete more effectively globally. All this, 
plus access to the EU market will enable 
lumsia to increase its exports and attract 
more foreign investment Of course, the 
benefits of this will be to both sides, and 
the opportunity for EU manufacturers to 
work with a lower cost producer and 
improve competitiveness will be a major 
s P «n integrating the production and 
investment patterns of Tunisia and Europe. 
Jordanians please take note: the details 
may be different but the example of 
iunisia and us rapport with Europe will be 
an interesting one for us to study. 

Rtad al Khouri is President of the Jordan 
Economic Development Association. 
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By Wendy Pugh 

/teuferr 

THE VAST, dry cattle farms of Australian’s 
Northern Territory may look like fertile 
ground for Pauline Hanson’s One Nation 
p3rty. 

Hanson’s antagonism to gun controls and 
Aboriginal welfare spending should be sure 
fire vote winners in the outback region neigh- 
bouring Queensland, where her party swept 
23 per cent of the vote in a June state election. 

But political analysts and established politi- 
cians suspect that One Nation will find the 
going tougher in the territory in Australia's 
October 3 general election. 

The Northern Territory is about the size of 
South Africa with a population of around 
1 S 8.000 people, scattered from hot and humid 
Darwin in the north to hotter and bone-dry 
Alice Springs in the south. 

Aboriginal issues matter in a region where 
about 27 per cent of the population are indige- 
nous, compared to two per cent nationally, and 
where Canberra imposed the nation’s first 
Aboriginal land rights Legislation in 1976. 


But the territory’s conservative Country Lib- 
eral Party has already wrapped up the right- 
wing ground on Aboriginal matters. 

. “Aboriginal issues are a vital pan of our pol- 
itics up here and for a long time have been the 
most divisive area of politics,” said Alistair 
Heatiey, reader in politics at Northern Territo- 
ry University. 

*The CLP has long taken a resolute position 
on Aboriginal affairs and I am not sure One 
Nation can find much space on the issue.” 

One Hanson policy that might appeal in the 
outback is her opposition to tough gun Laws, 
imposed by Prime Minister John Howard’s 
Liberal-National coalition after a gunman 
massacred 35 people at a Tasmanian tourist 
site in 1996. 

Many temtorians were at the forefront of 
resistance to the orders to surrender their 
guns. 

But One Nation’s ami-immigration policies 
may not prove so popular. Both the territory’s 
major parties strongly support links with Asia, 
vital to cosmopolitan Darwin, which is closer 
to Jakarta than it is to Canberra. 

In many ways the territory is different from 


the rest of Australia, and is not the same envi- 
ronment that nurtured Hanson's profile in 
Queensland, where just a couple of years ago 
she was running a fish and chip shop. 

The territory’s population is younger than 
the national average, it has an unemployment 
rate of 4.9 per cent compared to '8.3 per cent 
nationally, and there is a high level of govern- 
ment employment. 

“The only people who I can see going to 
One Nation up here are the extreme right 
rump of the CLP and a very, very small num- 
ber of disaffected, what I would call blue col- 
lar Labour,” Australian Labour Party candi- 
date Warren Snowdon said. 

On a practical level. One Nation faces a 
tougher challenge to win a territory seat in the 
upper house Senate than it faces in any of the 
six Australian states. 

The territory has two Senate seats, compared 
with six each for the states, and successful 
candidates must each capture around 33.3 per- 
cent of the vote, compared to 12 to 14 per cent 
in the states. There is just one territory seat in 
the Lower House of Representatives. 

The sheer remoteness of parts of the territo- 


ry also presents a challenge for a relatively 
new parry. 

Voting in isolated regions begins about a 
week before the official polling Say, with the 
Australian Electoral Commission taking its 
mobile polling booths to more than 200 locu- 
tions across the territory, politicians in tow. 

“The resources to cover that are quite extra- 
ordinary 1 and I just don’t think One Nation has 
that capacity,'' said Nick Dondas. who hold 
the territory's House of Representatives seat 
for the Country Liberals. 

All this means a strong showing by One 
Nation would be a huge shock to many’ in the 
territory. 

The Northern Territory's lower house seat, 
the most marginal in Australia, has been 
described as a litmus test for the nation, and a 
hefty One Nation vote could prove the party's 
grasp on Australia had tightened beyond 
expectations. 

Heatiey said he did not think the party had 
any chance of success in any of the territory’s 
federal parliament seats. “I would not imagine 
it would get more than two to three per cent of 
the vote in the tenitorv.” he said. 


But he added. 'The pundits were certainly 
proved wrong in Queensland." 

Dondas. who holds the territory seat with a 
0.4 per cent majority, said One Nation's level 
of influence was uncertain and could depend 
on its position on the ballot paper. 

"We have had the minor panics, indepen- 
dents poll seven to 10 per cent in territory 
elections before.” he said. 

Even so. the territory does not offer Hanson 
the same son of rural vote that exists in other 
parts of Australia. 

Many of the territory's huge pastoral hold- 
ings are uwned by corporate giants. The Sul- 
tan of Brunei owns a property there rumoured 
to be larger than his homeland. 

This does not deter truck driver and machin- 
ery contractor Ted Hugger, a Senate candidate 
for One Nation in the territory. 

“The silvertails < social elite j and the country' 
club people are going to have to accept the 
fact that they are going to be rubbing shoul- 
ders with ordinary people," he said. 

"We have a fish and chip shop lady and a 
carpenter and a truckie and people who are 
really going to rock, Canberra." 
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Crown Prince: Upgrading 
higher education a priority 


(Continued from page 1) 

He added that for sustain- 
able and comprehensive 
development to come 
about, on important aim 
would be to empower man 
and provide him with the 
necessary scientific skills 
that will ensure a wider 
contribution to social, eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment. 

Saeed Salman, head of 
the association and presi- 
dent of Ajman University in 
the UAE appreciated the 
role Jordan played in 
involving the private sector, 
and said “Jordan is consid- 
ered a pioneer in adopting 
private higher education 
and the association will try 
to benefit from the Jordan- 
ian experience. 

However, Salman 

stressed that the state 
should remain in control of 
higher education to protect 
the private educational - 
process and the society as a 
whole from “beneficiaries 
and opportunists,” he said. 

The- role of higher educa- 
tion in the development 
process and in outlining the 
future should be further 
highlighted, participants 
agreed. 

Issam Nakeeb, a consul- 
tant at Oxford Institute for 
Energy Studies said that 
higher education in the 
Arab World is facing a 


crises of disparity between 
quality and quantity. 

“Revenues of the national 
investment in higher educa- 
tion are directly attached to 
the quality of education, i.e. 
its ability to respond posi- 
tively to the needs of the 
community through arming 
out graduates and trainees 
armed with intellect, 
knowledge, and technical 
creativity," Nakeeb said. 

He said that only 0.15 per 
cent of the GDP is being 
spent on scientific research, 
and 80 per cent of that goes 
to only 20 per cent of the 
universities. 

“Empowering man to cre- 
ate changes in our societies 
is therefore more important 
than building bridges and 
factories.” Nakeeb said. 

President of Amman Pri- 
vate University Amin Mah- 
moud said the University of 
California with all its 
branches spends, six . times 
more on scientific research 
than all universities in die 
Arab World. 

“With 3.6 million stu- 
dents at Arab universities, 
our concentration remains 
on quantitative perfor- 
mance and the quality 
remains shattered,” he said. 

Engaging in globalisation 
further poses challenges to 
higher education, said Abed 
A1 Barri Durrah, president 
of AI Isra’ University. 

“Globalisation, with- its 


calls to remove borders and 
barriers among people and 
states and the creation of 
one cultural civilisation, 
places responsibilty on us 
to reassess higher education 
and diagnose it before 
bringing about solutions,” 
he said. 

The other challenge he 
said is the existence of 
international vocational 
councils and international 
unions for higher education 
concerned with setting cer- 
tain mechanisms to super- 
vise and control the quality 
of higher education and 
improve its outcomes 
worldwide. 

The seminar called for 
improving and developing 
higher educational pro- 
grammes, saying that this 
requires a .strong, will ..and 
desire from both .the state 
and people.- 

It also recommended cre- 
ating a statistical survey for 
the communities' needs and 
for establishing certain 
institutions responsible for 
following up the process in 
an institutionalised manner. 

“We should set policies 
and all necessary measures 
that would be in line with 
new developments,” 
Nakeeb said. 


France exasperated at Iraq; 
Annan mulls new review 



UNITED NATIONS (R> — 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine contends Iraq 
has put Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan in an embarrassing 
position as he attempts to 
resolve the latest standoff over 
Baghdad’s curtailment of 
weapons inspections. 

Iraq's behaviour made it 
impossible even for sympa- 
thetic countries such as France 
to aigue in the UJ*J. Security 
Council that Baghdad had 
complied with ics obligation to 
eliminate its weapons of mass 
destruction, he said late on 
Tuesday. 

Vfedrine spoke to reporters 
shortly after Annan called in 
Security Council ambassadors 
for the second time in a week 
lo give item a paper contain- 
ing proposals for a comprehen- 
sive review of Baghdad’s rela- 
tions with the United Nations. 

The review is now the main 
focus in the dispute in hopes 
this might provide a way out of 
the impasse. The Security 
Council approved the idea if 
Iraq stops blocking inspec- 
tions. 

Vedrine said Annan, who 
negotiated a deal to end the last 
crisis with Iraq in February, 
proposed identifying areas of 
aims control in whidh progress 
has been made and tracing a 
road map of what remains to 
be done. 

France and Russia have 
aigued for “dosing" the 
tiuclear and ballistic missile 
files — transferring them from 
regular inspections id a moni- 
toring programme — to give 
fraq an incentive to cooperate 
in rite outstanding inspections 


of its chemical and biological 
weapons programmes. 

But Vedrine said: “This can 
only work seriously if there is a 
signal of willingness to coop- 
erate on the Iraqi side.” 

‘There has never been a situ- 
ation where even we could 
have said lhanhey have met ail 
the conditions.” Baghdad, he 
said had “pul the UN. secre- 
tary-general in an embarrass- 
ing position." Iraq on Aug. 5 
suspended inspections by UN. 
arms experts, prompting the 
Security Council in a SepL 9 
resolution to stop its periodic 
reviews of stringent trade sanc- 
tions until Baghdad reversed 
its stand. 

In response Iraq has threat- 
ened to break off all coopera- 
tion, including closing down 
U.N. monitoring systems, until 
the council rescinds its resolu- 
tion that also offered the com- 
prehensive review. 

But Iraqi officials are evi- 
dently waiting to see what the 
review would contain before 
ralring further action in their 
quest to see the sanctions lift- 
ed. 

Annan has asked Iraq s 
Deputy Prime Minister Taneq 
Aziz to come to the United 
Nations for discussions. He is 
expected to arrive Saturday 
and see fee secretary-general 
on Monday. 

The United States so far has 
shown no signs of yielding on 
any proposal that would 
encourage Iraq to believe sanc- 
tions, imposed when its troops 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. would be eased or lifted. 

Last week Peter Burleigh, 
the U.S. representative, said 


that if such a review took place 
Washington wanted it expand- 
ed to other demands, such as 
accounting for missing 
Kuwaitis. 

The United Stales, which 
went to the brink of military 
action in February, has urged 
the United Nations to make 
Saddam live up to his agree- 
ment with Annan but has not 
ruled out the use of force if he 
continues to defy the inspec- 
tors. 

In related developments, 
UN. arms officials have called 
in weapons experts to analyse 
discrepancies in test results cat 
the deadly nerve gas VX from 
laboratories in the United 
States compared to those in 
France and Switzerland. 

They will meet on Thursday 
and Friday and include repre- 
sentatives of all three laborato- 
ries, diplomats said. 

The envoys reported last 
week that the Swiss laboratory 
had completed its work and the 
one in France had tested nearly 

all the swabs it had been given 
from fragments of Iraqi missile 
warheads. Neither found VX 

In contrast, American 
experts at a military testing lab- 
oratory in Aberdeen. Md. in 
June found traces of VX in 
Scud-type missile warhead 
fragments recovered from a 
destruction site in Iraq earlier 
this year. 

UNSCOM seeks to ascertain 
whether Iraq loaded the VX 
into warheads before the 1991 
Gulf war and whether any 
remain. 

Baghdad denies this, saying 
it was unable to stabilise the 
volatile nerve agent 



The windows get dirty 


By Jared Sandberg 

PRESIDENTS AND lawyers, a widening inves- 
tigation, damning depositions, hardening 
grudges. No, not that battle. We're talking about 
Microsoft's long-running antitrust fight with che 
government. It gets messier all the time. Two 
weeks ago, che Justice Department pulled high- 
profile companies like Apple and Intel into die 
brawl, arguing that new evidence from those 
companies supports its claims of predatory 
Microsoft practices. Microsoft spokesman Mark 
Murray sees Justice's move as a sign of despera- 
tion, saying it broadened the charges “to cloud 
the issues and breathe some new life into their 
case,” which “has really gone belly up.” The trial 
was scheduled to begin later this month, but the 
date is more likely to be pushed back to mid- 
October. 

Until recently, the debate focused on technical 
issues, but the tone has turned from geeky to 
cheeky. The government says that at his deposi- 
tion, Microsoft chairman Bill Gates “displayed a 
particular failure of recollection.” The software 
giant fired back that the Feds are “slinging as 
much mud as they can” by drawing new compa- 
..qies into the case. Included in. the alleged dirty 
.tricks is Microsoft’s attempt to disrupt the perfor- 
mance of a competing operating system once 
offered by Novell. Whatever the outcome, the 
trial is sure to expose embarrassing and ethically 
tenuous practices. A loss would be crippling for 
either side. 

The Justice Department has made the Microsoft 
case die linchpin of the Clinton administration's 
antitrust strategy; Gates and company fear that a 
court defeat could have a chilling effect on the 
company. Meanwhile, competitors say the soft- 
ware giant has already chilled their efforts to 
enter new markets. 

Last week, Larry Ellison, Oracle's double- 
breasted chairman and a perennial Gates-basher. 
entered the fray by accusing Microsoft of bully- 
ing Digital Equipment Corp. into ceasing its 



efforts with 
the Oracle 
on a project 
potentially 
damaging to 
Microsoft. 

The same 
day, word 
surfaced that 
Microsoft 
suafed its 
archcom- 
petitors, 
including 
Oracle, 

Netscape 
and Novell, 
vtath a round 
of subpoe- 
nas. seeking 
documents ~ 
to prove that 
Microsoft's 
conduct is 
no different 
from the rest 
of the indus- 
try’s. 

Microsoft's 
Murray said 
the docu- 
ments would prove that “Microsoft’s competitors 
are doing everything the government accuses 
Microsoft of doing. 

And then some." Companies that received the 
subpoenas said they are either reviewing them or 
trying to comply. Christine Varney, a former 
commissioner at the Federal Trade Commission 
who now represents Netscape, said, “Microsoft’s 
effort is an orchestrated attempt to obfuscate, 
delay the trial and continue to harass their com- 
petitors. It's somewhere between silly and nasty." 

Microsoft has been asking the court for more 
time, and Justice, which also wants more time. 


Biff Gates (left) 
appears to be out 
of memory as the 
accusations fly. 

Microsoft: 

‘The Justice 
Department is 
clouding the 
issue. Their case 
has really gone 
beily up.’ 

Netscape: 
‘Microsoft is 
attempting to 
obfuscate, delay 
the trial and 
continue to 
harass their com- 
petitors.’ 


agreed at a closed-door hearing last Friday, 
according to people familiar with the talks. A 
delay could play to Microsoft’s advantage 
because “the longer it takes the government to 
get a remedy, the harder it is to get a remedy iliac 
makes a difference.” says William Kovacic, vis- 
iting professor at the George Washington Univer- 
sity law school. He added that head-strong per- 
sonalities and high stakes have produced an 
“explosive mixture." Judging by the recent fire- 
works, more bombs will be dropped in Washing- 
ton. 

— Newsnwk 


Newest Apple flying out of the stores 


By Laetitia Mailhes 

Agence France Press e 

IT MAY be nostalgia, or some- 
thing else. But the fact is that the 
iMac, the Internet Macintosh, is 
ranting out to be a success for 
struggling computer maker Apple 
Inc. 

“They sell like hot cakes,” said 
Cbampory Rich, a salesman at 
CompUSA in California. “We sold 
out on the first day. Since then, 
some customers have been wait- 
ing, sometimes up to a week." 

The egg-shaped. Internet-linking 
iMac went on sale in the United 
States on August 15, and the tens 
of thousands of units shipped each 
week have turned out to fall short 
of demand. 

They went on sale in Japan two 
weeks ago and are already almost 
impossible to find, said Apple 
interim chief executive Steve 
Jobs. Some customers will be 
waiting until the end of September 
to even see an iMac in a shop win- 
dow. 

“We expect a similar reaction in 
Europe” when they go on sale 
there in one week, said Rhona 
Hamilton, a spokeswoman for 
Apple. 

The iMac is nothing more than a 
single unit screen and monitor 
with a keyboard and a mouse, 
much like the first Macintosh that 
went on sale and made Apple a 
success in the 1980s. 

The futuristic-looking unit sells 

for $1,299. 

“In the past, Apple has had prob- 
lems with a shortage of supply and 
we try not to let that happen but 
the sales have been so overwhelm- 
ing thai there hasn’t been any way 
to avoid that," said Hamilton. 

“There is a problem of shortage, 
but we’re excited that the demand 


has. been so high and we've sold 
out.” 

The last new computer brought 
out by Apple was the PowerBook 
G3, and deliveries are now run- 
ning three to four weeks behind 
sales, said Jobs. 

Apple says it is making the iMac 
in California, Ireland and Singa- 
pore, and maintains 
that its decision to 
recruit a new direc- 
tor of operations 
will make produc- 
tion more efficient. 

And Internet sales 
of the iMac will be 
delayed until Octo- 
ber to make sure 
that stocks in exist- 
ing markers are suf- 
ficient. 

“It is impossible 
to say if and when 
they’re going to 
catch up because 
we don't know how 
many units they’re 
shipping. But it 
would probably be 
a mistake to posi- 
tion it as a prob- 
lem,” said Scon 
Miller, a PC indus- 
try analyst at 
Dataquest. 

While no sales 
figures are immedi- 
ately available, Lou 
Mazzuchelli, an 
analyst with Gerard 
Klauer Mattison 
and Co. told the 
Wall Street Journal 
that 450,000 units 
would be sold in the 
next three months. 

If he is correct, 
the iMac would be 
Apple’s best seller 


ever and could spell success for 
the computer maker after a decade 
of ever-smaller market shares and 
a financial disaster. 

it has been three quarters since 
Apple was in the black, but this 
could soon change since iMac 
sales have spurred interest in other 
Apple products. CompUSA's Rith 


said that he has also run out of the 
PowerBook G3. 

"There’s been an increased buzz 
around the Macintosh system." he 
said. “The iMac has created a lot 
of interest with people who are not 
familiar with the Macintosh. A lot 
of people are converting from the 
PC side to the Macintosh side.” 


Of PCs 
and TVs 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

SINCE 1995 software designers, computer 
manufacturers and television makers have 
been heavily promoting the idea of a mar- 
riage between PCs and TV sets. Combin- 
ing both worlds in one system is their ulti- 
mate goal. 

Indeed many an element is common to 
computers and televisions, particularly if 
one adds the Internet. The multimedia 
characteristic of TV goes without saying: 
large screen for pleasant display and sound 
that is usually better than the average 
sound system found on common PCs. The 
interactive aspect of cable TV (in the USA 
and some European countries at least) and 
the advent of die DVD (Digital Versatile 
Disc) will also probably contribute to bring 
both concepts closer. 

However, one can't but wonder if such a 
marriage makes sense or if it will lead to an 
early divorce. Also, exactly how close are 
designers and manufacturers planning to 
bring PCs and TVs together? 

Many analysts believe that it won’t last. 
In a recent issue of the French “Le Figaro” 
daily, one journalist noted that working 
with a computer is a task that makes him 
think and work — albeit with pleasure — 



while watching : TV is the time to relax and 
let go. The usual question of active versus 
passive is again raised here. For most of u^ 
computing is an active exercise while TV 
is a passive form of entertainment or infor- 
mation. 

On the feasibility side, there seems to be 
a consensus on the fact that a truly versatile 
“PC+TV” system would be expensive, dif- 
ficult to upgrade and overall unfriendly. In 
some homes there is already a daily battle 
to obtain the use of the family computer, 
when the adults return from work and chil- 
dren from school. Centralising both the PC 
and the television will create more con- 
flicts. except for those fortunate enough to 
be able to afford more than one system. 

The last reason why the association may 
never really occur is more pragmatic than 
all the reasons above. Computers are being 
improved at the average frequency of two 
to three times a year whereas TV technolo- 
gy moves at a much slower pace. Combin- 
ing them will necessarily handicap the 
first. 

What will probably happen is the usual 
“trial and error” game from the industry. 
They will just wait and see how consumers 
will respond before going into further inte- 
gration. 
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CAIRO (R) “■ Arab ;giales 
are making their bourses 
more transparent- to* luxe 
foreign inve**drS;J^eatg 
turmoil in other ettkiging 
markets, official f-have 
said. ; • 

“These are very interest- 
ing times. We are following 
the news hour by hour,’' 
said Egygt's.^ . ■ stock 
exchange 

“Middle East markets, are 
at the beginning of the 
emerging markets cycle,” 
he told a regional invest- 
ment conference in Cairo. 

The number of working 
capital markets in the Arab 
World has grown from five 
almost a decade ago to 14 
now. officials at the confer- 
ence said. 

Economists > said some 
Arab countries still have a 
long way lo go befe&Kfhefr 
regulations cm4xan&i3^itE^ 
and reliable dissemination 
of information are devel- 
oped enough to attract the 
sophisticated foreign 
investors they now seek. 

“Legislation is not 
enough -to attract 
investors;” sad Suleiman 
A1 Mondhiry, the Arab 
League's director of Asian 
and eastern Europe affairs. 
“We need fair and equal 
information, and disclosure 
of financial - datei[fo^4«H 
investors.” ■: ' 

Egypt. Lebanon;4Mftx>c~ 
co and Oman are tnbre 
open to foreign participa- 
. : >n than other markets, the 
economists said. 

In Egypt, the government 
recently passed a corporate 
law requiring firms to 
adhere to international 
standards of disclosure and 
results reporting. Capital 
Markets Authority (CMA) 
Chairman Abdul Hamid 
Ibrahim said. 

Foreigners accounted for 
23 per cent of sellers and 
20 per cent of buyers this 
year, CMA figures stowed. 

• “We are trying tQJSjse&e 
an environment of uH&naf- 
tion being open equally to 
all investors," Ibrahim told 
the conference. 

He later told Reuters that 
Egypt must ; now move 
from investment promoter 
to the role of regulator. He 
said that since rmd;1997, 
the CMA has ciosed 17 
brokerages -for three 
months and shut down two 
others “because they were 
engaged in price manipula- 
tion or they were not disci- 
plined.” 

Oman is the only Arab 
Gulf state allowing foreign 
investors. 

Mahmoud Jarwani. exec- 


Arabs want transparent 
markets to lure investors 


Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, September 24 - 25,1998 


World economy increasingly^ 
mired in crime, police say j 


utive president of the Mus- 
cat Securities Market, said 
the bourse would set up a 
SamrioetExchange Com- 
missiort later this year to 
increase transparency. 

It will also require broker- 
ages to maintain capital 
adequacy relative to their 
transactions. 

“Building confidence is 
yeryinipcrfrant and: without 
5 it we will- Tiot able to 

attract " more - ‘ foreign 
investors"- Jarwani told 
Reuters. 

Other Gulf markets 
closed to foreigners are 
starting to recognise the 


need to canvas for capital 
from abroad. . . 

Kuwait Securities Market 
Director General Besham 
Etotaibi said that by the end 
of this year or early 1999 
Kuwait would open its mar- 
ket to foreign investors for 
the first time. 

Parliament must approve 
foreign trading in the mar- 
ket which had a capitalisa- 
tion at toe end of 1997 of 
S3S billion, he said. 

‘Two weeks from now we 
will start forward trading. 
We are hoping to set up a 
new foundation for interna- 
tional investors” he said. 


Daily trading on toe bourse 
is worth S120-140 milli on. 

Sheikh Ahmad Ibn 
-Mohmmad AI Khalifa, 
director general of the stock 
exchange in Bahrain, which 
promotes itself as toe 
Gulf's finan cial hub, told 
Reuters the country 
requires regular reporting 
and publishing of company 
results. 

‘Transparency has been a 
key issue in. the last- 22 
months,” he said. - 

In Saudi Arabia, listed 
companies are required to 
report results regularly. 

“There has been a big 


effort to improve toe timeli- 
ness and expand the cover- 
age of reporting,” said 
Saudi . ■ -American -Bank 
Chief Economist Kevin 
Taecker.” This is all basical- 
ly erecting the infrastruc- 
ture to avoid toe problem 
you see in markets which 
opened up without doing 
their homework.” 

“The issue of further 
openness is squarely on toe 
table. Saudi Arabia -is-'very 
much coming to the realisa-, 
tion that to expand toe role 
of toe private sector, greater 
foreign participation is 
needed,” he told Reuters. 


PARIS (AFP) — Criminals 
investing illicit funds in the 
world economy make a 
yearly annual profit of some 
$500 billion, or two per cent 
of global financial activity, 
leading police officers have 
said. 

French Superintendent 
Yves Godiveau told top offi- 


cers attending a three-day 
forum on financial crime 
that this sum did not include 
money laundering of illicit 

gains. , 

Interpol chief Raymond 
Kendall told officers from 
23 countries attending toe 
first-ever conference on 
finan cial and econo mic 


crime that such offenses 
were “a threat to democra- 
cy." 

In closed door talks in 
Paris the officers discussed 
ways of bolstering interna- 
tional police cooperation to 
fight economic and financial 
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♦ i Rn 12 moths lew 

S : Stock dividend during the pest 12 months 
N : Listed during the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio is IDO or more 
g i Negative p/e 

E : Earning is zero or N/A lor the moat recent year 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wfltems 


ACROSS 
1 Practice 


5 Split _ (be 


particular) 

10 Victimize 

14 'Alice's 
Restaurant* 
singer Guthrie 

15 Parcel out 

16 Walt Kelly's 
comic strip 

17 Sweet treat 

19 From a 
distance 

20 Rail nail 

21 Croat's 


23 Flipper 

24 Southern 
constellation 

27 Shields 
29 Travel . 
document 

34 Have 
aspirations-- _ 

35 Reverberate' 

36 O'Flaherty or 

Neeson 
38 Recess 
41 Sweet treat 

44 Letter flourish 

45 Individuality 

46 Gumbo 

vegetable 

47 Makes lace 
49 Some 

emigrants 
51 Writers blocks 

54 Emigrant's 
subj. 

55 Hearing organ 

56 Desensitize 
58 Snifters 

63 Beech or birch 
65 Sweet treat 

68 Way to go 

69 Elba's country 

70 Brainstorm 

71 Additional : 
conjunctions ■ ' 

72 ConcerteatecT ' 

73 Soaks up rayS 

DOWN 

1 Tree fluids 

2 Private sch. 

3 Jai _ 

4 Stone 




By James E-Buafl 
' Fort Washington, MO' 

*5 Scenery 
chewer 

' 6 Pale or ginger 

7 Troubles 

8 Judges' garb 

9 Shirt stiftener 

10 Health resort 

11 Sweet treat 

12 Once more 

13 Forenoons 
18 Jalopy 

22 Bucking horse 

25 Dinner bun 

26 Opera songs 

28 Afterword 

29 Chest muscles, 
briefly 

30 Continuous 
pain 

31 Sweet treat 

32 Outgoing 

33 Potato, 

r casually • » 

37 Brawl 

39' Employ . . 

40 Memorable • 
times 

42 Frequently 

43 Studio apts. 

48 Clueless 



I E 3 B EH 00(3 HE) Cl 000 QQ 

umaciQ 

oniHonsinns hhejhh 

0BCH3 nnnHH □□□□ 
nrao Dos □□□ dQD 
□□0 mmmnmnnm 

ILDCIOQQ DOS □□□HQ 
DQQQ 0 E 30 S BI 3 DC 1 Q 
HQHBQ □□□ □QCHM0 
□□□□□□DO □□□ 

□cm □□□ mao mam 
aamm hhhdh naan 
Innsan dheqisdhbei 
Iebbqqb 

□used eeeeihebee 


M noMsmamd. 


50 Arm bone- 
•51 Common * 
aquarium ftsh 
Hammerin' 
Hank • 

53 KIR, old-style 
57 Noggin 

59 Leave out 

60 Soft drink 


61 Earthl 


62 Red and deep 1 

■ blue.i 

64 Asrierand . 
McMahon 

65 Martino and 
Pad no 

67 Caustic stuff 



THE BETTER HALF. 




‘By Glasbergen 




“Thafs not a tea bag, it’s a mouse. 
I made it for the cat.” 


Mutt’n'Jeff 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torn 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
9 by Henri Arnold and MUNAigfrion. 



Now arrange the circled Idlers to 
®rrn the surprise answer, as sup- 
gestsd by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: 


m ^ ^ ^ 

I t Answers tomorrow) 

S P ,! L 0UAKE urchin quaint 

Answen ““"ywited 10 transport a jury- 

A ■PANEL' TRUCK 


^ CD 




































































































et 


Business & Finance 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, September 24-25, 1998 


Pan* *** 


fish,™* 


01 


-nine. 


ec0r >Omi I K 




N 


2.4291 

1.078S 


- J - 

-6- 


Months 

Months 

! is 1 

5-5000 

5.4053 

rs 

7.42S7 , 

7.300a 

M 

0.4120 

0.4531 

ac 

2 06: | 

! 3.5664 , 

J 

1 £313 ! 

1.5375 

5.16 

3.5391 j 

3.583c 

IS 


4 9540 | 4.4520 f 


High 

1 Low 

IP* 

3001 .99 j 7333.43 

ns 

1041 95 1 028.53 

IBB 

SI 58 2 

, 5122 

SID 

13871.5 

; 13521.1 

m 

3*30 24 

1 3341.53 

sei 

4657.04 

!4M1JftiGl4 

ross Rates 

?:cy 

\ Buy 

r $ 

ilia r 

0.708 

us 

riling 

1.1B83 

1.« 

ark 

0.4201 

«<s 

arte 

C.503 2 

tuna 

ar.c 

0.1253 

i* 

3n 

0.5204 

ass 

laer 

0.3TS 

ist 

•a 

0 4251^ 

iS 


By GlasWj 



;CRA« sl !?*£^ 






„ rM*Y . 
ri "- " r<r * 



Savings of expatriates, direct foreign investments 
seen the engine for future development 


** THE ENGINE for future development 
is the savings of Jordanian expatriates on 
the one hand and the direct foreign invest- 
ment on the other hand, the minister of 
state for development affairs said in a 
working paper he presented at the first 
Jordanian Businesspersons’ Conference. 
The minister, Taher Kanaan, indicated that 
the Jordanian investment capabilities are 
limited by the small size of the economy 
and the market. 

"This limitation cannot be overcome 
except by transforming the Jordanian mar- 
ket into a launching pad for a bigger mar- 
ket through opening up and integrating 
with the regional and international mar- 
kets,” Kanaan emphasised. He also 
stressed that carrying out the reforms and 
the institutional developments should be 
entrusted to qualified personnel who 
understand the objectives of the legislator. 

Kanaan explained that savings of 
Jordanian expatriates were one of two 
basic resources financing capital invest- 
ments and building up a base for produc- 
tion and growth. 

The other main resource was official aid 
and development loans. “But now, and 
after the depiction of official aid and the 
drop in development loans to narrow 
ranges, the main engine for development 
are the savings of expatriates and direct 
foreign investment,” he said. 

Consequently, the main focus in the 
development policy aL this sensitive stage 
is the development of the institutional 
structure in the private and public sectors. 
This process would achieve a mobilisation 
of national savings and channelling them 


through productive investment tools as 
well as attracting direct investments from 
abroad (Al Ra’i). 

Madadha reveals statistics about activity 
at various free zones in the country 

** ACCORDING TO Ali Madadha, 
director general of the Free Zones 
Corporation. 1.017 contracts were con- 
cluded with the corporation last year. The 
contracts were spread among 1.400 
investors in various free zones and differ- 
ent investment sectors, he said. 

At the Zarqa free zone. 56 contracts were 
signed in the industrial sector compared to 
64 deals in 1996. In the commercial sector, 
the number of contracts was 48S compared 
to 463 deals in 1 996. The highest increase 
was in the vehicles section which shot up 
from 180 contracts in 1996 to 290 con- 
tracts in 1997. There was no change in the 
services sector as 65 contracts were signed 
in both 1 996 and 1997. 

At the Aqaba free zone the total number 
of commas last year was 77 (84 deals in 
1996.1. At Sahab. 51 contracts were signed, 
the director general said without giving a 
number for 1 996. 

As to the movement of stocks. Madadha 
said that 227,600 tonnes of goods entered 
the Zarqa Free Zone in 1997 whereas 
296.900 tonnes were taken out. At the free 
zone in Aqaba, a total of 397,100 tonnes of 
goods were brought in and 328,400 tonnes 
were token out. 

A total of 30,688 customs transactions 
were processed in Zarqa last year whereas 
the total number of transactions at Aqaba 
and Sahab were 7,045 and 1 27 transactions 
respectively (Al Ra’i). 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’ll go through 
all sorts of challenging situations today, but don't 
worry for a moment The overall outcome U pos- 
itive, despite some momentary setbacks. You will 
emerge triumphant in your overall objective. No 
point in gelling frazzled or making rude com- 
ments. Be magnanimous. You know you're going 
to win. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You could make a 
good deal today. It looks like a compromise is need- 
ed and a partner has the financing you need, or could 
help you gel it If you work together, there will be 
more doors open to you. The bottom line could be un 
increase in status, and possibly an increase in respon- 
sibility. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) You could get into on 
interesting discussion today. The other person is 
sharp, but there arc a few things he or she simply 
doesn't understand. Do your best to explain, but 
simultaneously learn. You are teaching each other. 
Keep that in mind when you start thinking you know 
it all. That's a clue you’re missing something impor- 
tant 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You're ready to get 
serious about your work. Your mind's back in the job, 
and just in time. There's something that has to get out 
today, and it requires your full attention. Get a friend 
or roommate to help you with chores, so you can get 
this matter handled before it's too late. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Today starts out slow, 
but picks up speed. First, take care of business. 
There's an opportunity, but you'll need io be careful 
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how you approach it. You may have to make a trade, 
but don’t Jet go of something you’re going to need 
later. Speaking of later, this evening should be good 
for playing with a loved one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Something's 
disrupted at your place. Maybe you’re building a new 
addition to the house. Maybe it's something a little 
less extreme. At any rate, it's more of a mess than 
you’d like it to be when your friends come visit. Talk 
them into a meeting at their place instead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your focus is 
shifting in the direction of financial security. You're 
generally pretty carefree. You don’t think much about 
the future, because you don't have to. Somebody's 
always there to take care of you. But right now. you 
may be interested in putting a bit of a safety net place 
for yourself. Definitely follow through on that urge. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You want 
to buy something expensive, and you're afraid you're 
going to go into debt just because you want this thing 
so much. There's a way to get around it, of course, 
and that is to ask your partner's advice. You knew it 
was going to be tough, but you didn’t know it was 
going to be this tough, did you? 


; SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 
21) The sun is in Ubra and the moon is in 
Sagittarius, which is marvellous. There’s kind of a 
rocky start this morning, but that’s OK. Don't let 
the few little problems spoil your optimistic frame 
of mind. Set lofty goals for this weekend. You 
may not get everything accomplished, but you 
sure will have a great time crying. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Januaiy 20) Make 
decisions involving other people first thing this morn- 
ing. Later you’ll want to clean out closets, and possi- 
bly do a little introspection. You may find some 
things you've lost. These could be memories, or 
something tangible, like that earning or tie tack you 
haven’t seen in months. Go on a treasure hunt this 
evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) 
Somebody want you to behave in a certain way, and 
is watching you closely to see if you're doing it. You 
don't feel like doing what he or she wants, so it's a 
conflict waiting to happen. Stifle your natural ten- 
dencies during the day. You can let them all out this 
evening, in the company of your dear friends. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There are 
things to do before the weekend. There may be a quiz 
coming up tomorrow on whether or not you've done 
them. For example, if you're having company over, 
you've got to clean the house, buy food, stuff like 
that. Make a list and check things off. Otherwise, you 
could find yourself in a rather embarrassing situation. 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


Bank of Israel to start 
Euro-shekel rate from Jan. 

TEL AVIV iR) — The Bank of Israel has said that it would begin 
publishing a representative rate for the euro against the Israeli 
shekel on Jun. 4, replacing the daily rate it fixes against the ECU. 

The central bank said it would continue to publish representative 
rates for the Euro bloc currencies. 

“These will be calculated using the euro representative rate fixed 
by the Bank of Israel every day and the ’conversion factor’ between 
the euro and the national currencies that will be published by the 
European Central Bank at the end of 1998,” the Bank of Israel said 
in a statement. The bank said it was recommending that those with 
contractual agreements set in the euro bloc currencies, such as 
linked loans or deposits, determine in advance how they will cal- 
culate their representative rates against the shekel. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The sun is in Libra, the 
sign of the pacifist; and Mercury, symbolising the mind, is 
going there today as well. The moon's in Scorpio, a mili- 
tary sign, as is Aries, the warrior. Have you figured this out 
yet? It means that you and an enemy could actually reach 
a workable compromise. Make that your objective. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Normally you’d rather be 
left alone to do what you know needs to be done. During 
. the next few weeks, however, you’ll get to help others 
1 deride what needs to be done, and motivate them to do-it. 
Decisions are easy for you, but not for many others, as 
you’U undoubtedly notice today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) The sun is in Libra; and 
Mercury, the planet of the mind — and your ruling planet 
— is going there today, too. In Libra, its effect is startling- 
ly poetic. You’re naturally a writer. Gemini is the sign of 
communication, so words are your most obvious method 
of expressing your natural talent. Don’t hold back. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) If you've had a different 
of opinion with a roommate or loved one, don’t worry. It’ll 
clear up within the next few weeks, most likely. That’s- 
because it’ll be easier for you to talk about whai’s on your 
mind, especially in the privacy of your own home. That'll 
be a relief, even though it sounds kind of scary right now. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You’re learning fast, so gath- 
er the information you need Ask around. Write letters. Get 
on the Internet. Check resources. Find out what'll happen 
if you push this domino over here. WharTl be the effect 
way down the road over time? Figure out the consequences 
of each possible action. If oil that fails, follow a hunch. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The sun is in Libra 
while Mercury, your ruling planet, is going there today. It’s 
sad to have Mercuiy going out of your sign, since it gives 
you an intellectual advantage. On the other hand Mercury 
in Ubra brings out your artistic talent, and that could bring 
in more money. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're able io 
think more clearly, and you're coining up with more 
options. That means you have to make more decisions. 
That’s difficult for you. You want to put out the options and 
let somebody else make the decisions. Well, just make 
your choices quickly and get on with it. If you really can’t 
decide, take both. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1) If there's a con- 
flict between two parties, you’ll be able to act as modera- 
tor. You generally come from one point of view because 
you've figured out that it’s right. Today you’U understand 
the other point of view. You can incorporate more of what 
the other people want, and that’s a powerful place lrora 
which to negotiate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Mercury is moving into Libra today. Libra is the sign of 
the negotiator, and you’re good at that. Today you U find it 
even easier to help others reach a compromise. That s 
important, since it looks like there are some very divergent 
opinions out there. But everything works out well, thanks 
to your good suggestions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) For the next 
several weeks, authority types will talk more than usual. 
Now, when they get to Talking , they also tend to wander. 
One of your jobs is to bring things back to the subject at 
hand. You're good at that, and today that talent will be 
required more often than usual. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you've got 
any artistic tendencies at all, they’re bound to come out in 
(he next several weeks. You’ll be more interested in read- 
ing, too. It’s a great time to get into the classics, for exam- 
ple. ItYalso a great time to take a painting class, or any- 
thing else that will help you develop your talents. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Conditions are 
encouraging you to be more creative. They may also tempt 
you to believe it’s not necessary for you actually to pro- 
duce anything. Sometimes talking about a project can be 
confused with accomplishing it. This leads to a great con- 
versation, but not much to show for it. Today, results are 
required. 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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The British Council 
Business Communication 
Programme 


International 
Business 
Letters and 
Faxes 
17 -18 October 
Saturday and 
Sunday 


Report Writing 
for Managers 
24 - 25 October 
Saturday and 
Sunday 


Effective 
Presentation 
Skills 
8- 9 November 
Sunday and 
Monday 

Fee per 
workshop: JD100 


Quality 
Lung u age 
Learning 
Worldwide 


tear, communicative written language is vital for 

managers. By examining the skills, judgements, attitudes and 
knowledge needed to write to an international standard, this 
workshop will help the participant produce effective letters and 
faxes. 



st managers have to report on the performance of their 

company or department. This workshop will explore the skills 
needed to write clear, logical, communicative reports which 
present ideas in a crisp, concise style. The workshop will 
examine traditional as well as log framework repots. 


anticipants will explore ways in which to plan an effective 

presentation, develop and use appropriate intonation and body 
language as well as look at techniques for handling visual aids, 
follow up questions and discussions. The workshop includes 
both analytical and practical tasks. 


For more details please contact: 


John Pare, Director of Studies 
The British Council, Amman 
Tel: 4636147/8 Fax: 4656413 or 4613389 
E mail: j'ohn. pare@bc-ammaiLsprint.com 



FINANCIAL/BANKING AUDITORS 


Riyad Bank, Saudi Arabia 


Attractive Terms 


Riyad Bank is one of (he largest commercial banks in Saudi Arabia with 
total assets exceeding 15.5 billion American Dollars. With a diverse 
customer base, the Bank offers a broad range of corporate and retail 
services throughout the Kingdom and internationally. In a dynamically 
changing environment the Bank is seeking to increase its audit team and 
wishes to recruit a number of Financial/Banking Auditors. 

Reporting to the Audit Manager, Financial and Banking Services, the 
successful candidates will participate in the audit of Head Office 
Departments, Local Administration Centers and. Overseas Branches. The 
candidates will possess an accounting (CPA, or equivalent) or audit 
qualification and will be able to demonstrate skills in process auditing. 
Auditors will be expected to design, undertake and report upon audits, in 
liaison with EDP Auditors as appropriate. It is essential that candidates 
have banking audit experience at a senior level. Experience in treasury, 
capital markets and investment auditing will be an advantage. Fluent 
Arabic and English written and oral language skills are required. 

The package ~ 

The compensation package is designed to attract and retain top-caliber 
individuals and includes benefits such as housing and transportation 
allowance, and medical cover. The Bank provides an excellent environment 
for self-development and growth. 

What to do 

Please fax us your resume immediately. This should be marked for the 
attention of the Head of Internal Audit. Your resume should include 
details of current and expected salaries, two professional references and 
your telephone and fax numbers. 


Our address is: 


Riyad Bank, Recruitment Department, 
P.O.Box 22613, Riyadh 11416, 
Saudi Arabia. 

Fax No. 9661- 4057353 
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DAJANI JFAVFI.I FRS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE " 


At Amra Hotel 
Shoos - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

|For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

15920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CALL NOW 


imiv 


'fyowt ?4eMnc4& *}* j4mmeuc 



Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fidly 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasons We Rates 


3 


5th Circle 
| TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail ; crystal® goxomjo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 

■.- thouraatvSce 

Develop yoiir tobtir ffim 
at our shop and get 

* JUHBO photO siz* 
■ 30%/arpac,. 

* Frea mdargsmant 

20 x 30cm j:.:. 


ShmeisanI - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffleh Tel: 822891 



Watches- Perfumes 
Sun Gbues - Leather- Pens 

HE 


■ Cartier 


VERSACE 


u 


,, FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
^ and Apartments 


SDNRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajurat complex 
TeL 5864230 -5865167 
MoMe . 079/37588 



LEARN 

TO DRAW 

AND PAINT 

Tutor demonstrating and 
teaching all medias - classes 
group 3 persons - teaching 
in English - private classes 
for foreigners. 

( Prof. Ebrahim Shalabi, 
The Artist) 


Toic 5523696 • 4 "V- (■ x / o 

- JRP -552v J 999 1 js}{)6 -II :hc t: 

Lmur: (uli. J,;hi Am-iEii. 
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L’olwier Restaurant 

Abdoun 5929564 




Visit Us At _ 
www.vtpr ' ab . com/vt pfllft 

Hshaban Inti Group - Abdoun|| 
Near American Embassy 
[Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 593 3 08 5 j 


At 6th Circle 
Tel: 5510001 



Shehrazad Restaurant 


Over Amman by Night 
at the Amra Roof Top Restaurant. 


umT'riMM 4 ©st 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING ' 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 7 

TEL: 4126379 - 

07^77390/66271 ANYTIME 
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Sports 


Cycling’s Festina team to 


miss world championships 


PARIS (AFP) — The Festina cycling 
team, thrown out of the Tour de France 
amid doping allegations, will miss 
next month’s world championships 
after the French Cycling Federation 
(FFC) decided Tuesday to adjourn dis- 
ciplinary procedures ag ains t them. 

FFC President Daniel Baal 
announced the decision at a Paris press 
conference and explained the 
Federation had opted for a delay 
because judicial authorities had forced 
their hand. 

“Because the judicial authorities 
have not authorised (the ETC) to use 
the verbal depositions of those 


charged, either as civil parties or mere- 
ly as witnesses ... the FFC believes it 
cannot exercise its disciplinary power. 
For these reasons, it is adjourning the 
said procedures,” Baal said. 

He added that the procedure 
remained open and that, because the 
riders still stood to receive discipli- 
nary measures from the International 
Cycling Union (UCI). the sport's rul- 
ing body, “they will not be able to be 
selected for the world championship.” 

The doping scandal began on July 8 
when customs officials found team 
masseur Willy Voet in posession of 
more than 400 flasks, pills and cap- 


sules con tainin g banned substances 
just three days'" before the Tour de 
France. 

Nine tram riders, including world 
champion Laurent Brochard and top 
Swiss rider Alex Zulle, were ques- 
tioned by police and several riders 
admitted to doping. 

But Virenque. a four-time winner of 
the Tour de France King of the 
Mountains title, has continued to deny 
using drugs. 

The French federation have to name 
their dozen-strong squad for the 
October 7 to 1 1 world championships 
in Valkenburg by October 1. 


UEFA picks All-Star European team; 
suggestions for future World Cups 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Six 
members of the French 
team that won the World 
Cup and England teen-ager 
Michael Owen have been 
named into a European All- 
Star selection based on the 
performance this summer in 
France. 

The Netherlands, a semifi- 
nalist provided three play- 
ers into the first 11, with 
England and Croatia having 
one each. 

The All-Star team was 
announced Wednesday at 
the end of a three-day con- 
ference in Frankfurt of 50 
national coaches from 
European countries to 
review the World Cup. 

The All-Star team: Edwin 
van der Sar (Netherlands); 
Lilian Thuram (France), 
Marcel Desailly (France), 
Laurent Blanc (France), 
Frank de Boer 
(Netherlands); Didier 
Deschamps (France), 


Emmanuel Petit (France), 


Edgar Davids 

(Netherlands), Zinedine 
Zidane (France); Michael 
Owen (England), Davor 
Suker (Croatia). 

While France provided the 
bulk of the defense and the 
midfield, the forward spots 
went to Owen, one of the 
most exciting young players 
in Europe, and Suker, the 
Croatian star who was the 
top World Cup scorer with 
six goals. 

The substitutes: Peter 


Schmeichel (Denmark); 
Bixente Lizarazu (France). 
Sol Cambell (England), 
Fernando Hierro (Spain), 
Paolo Maldini (Italy); 
Ronald de Boo 1 
(Netherlands), Robert Jami 
(Croatia), David Beckham 
(England), Zvonimir Boban 
(Croatia); Christian' Vieri 
(Italy), Dennis Bergkamp 
(Netherlands). 

Aime Jacquet, the coach 
who guided die French team 
to the tide, was presented a 
special UEFA achievement 
award. 

The national coaches at 
the conference also voted to 
present an award to 
Miroslav Blazevic in recog- 
nition of his World Cup 
campaign at the helm of the 
Croatian national team, 
which he guided to a third- 
place finish. 

The conference, organised 
by UEFA, the governing 
body of European soccer, 
heard several suggestions 
that are could be turned into 
official UEFA proposals;- - 

One( would be to change 
the format of the World Cup 
finals. 

While retaining 32 teams, 
European coaches would 
like to see the second stage 
become another group, 
round-robin portion, with 
the two top teams from each 
pool advancing to the semi- 
finals. 

In France, the first stqge 
was played In groups, with 


the second round becoming 
a knock-out competition. 

A group system would 
prevent some of the bigger 
nations getting knocked out 
in early stages, said Andy 
Roxburgh, UEFA's techni- 
cal director. 

“It would only add one 
match and would not extend 
the World Cup,” Roxburgh 
said. ,c Most coaches felt six 
days between some first- 
round matches was too long 
anyway.” 

FIFA, the governing body 
of world soccer, had two 
observers at the conference. 

*1 am sure FIFA would 
listen to this.” said Frits 
Ahlstrom, UEFA’s media 
director. “If the coaches 
propose it, then it’s up to us 
to make an official proposal. 
It would be logical if you 
listen to football people." 

While a majority of 
coaches opposed the sud- 
den-death “golden goal” 
rule, UEFA had no immedi- 
ate plans to scrap it, 
Roxburgh said 

Analysing the World Cup, 
the coaches noted a positive 
attitude toward attacking 
soccer, but lamented the 
lack of unified criteria in 
refereeing, especially in the 
tackling from behind and 
passive offside. 

The coaches felt that the 
referees often failed to dif- 
ferentiate between a non- 
aggressive tackle and a 
malicious, aggressive tackle 


from behind which in all 
cases warrants a red card. 

They also felt that the con- 
cept of the passive offside 
has led to confusion and 
lack of uniformity among 
referees. 

“At the same time, hold- 
ing, shirt-tugging and push- 
ing has reached such pro- 
portions that it is regarded 
as semi-legal. The coaches 
regard this as a negative trait 
in the game, which must be 
stamped out as quickly as 
possible,” UEFA said in a 


statement 


The coaches unanimously 
called for a pool of profes- 
sional referees and assis- 
tants and said the best refer- 
ees should be retained for 
the final stages, irrespective 
of their nationalities. 

In a comment directed at 
private interests trying to 
create a Super League of 
top European clubs, 
Roxburg said the coaches 
felt “football needs to be 
controlled by football.” 

“UEFA and FIFA must 
control all aspects of soc- 
cer,” he said. 


NEW SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon, large 
living room, central heating. Location; Um Al 
Summaq, near Jaber Centre & McDonalds. 

For information, please contact Osamah Jodah i 
at Tel.: 581 7051 or Mobile: 079/30805 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, TV, VCR 1 
& telephone. Location; Jabal Amman, between 4th & ! 
5th Circle, near Ammoun Hotel. j 

Tel.: 5674028 or 5677908 , 


NOTICE 

This is to inform all concerned that Showtime 
has interrupted its business relationship with 
A. FATTAH MALAS EST. of P.O.Box 17060, 
Amman 1195, Jordan, A. FATTAH MALAS EST. 
are no longer associated with Showtime and 
shall not be distributing Showtime 
Bouquet/channels in Jordan. Showtime shall not 
be liable for any obligations resulting from any 
contracts entered into with A. FATTAH MALAS 
EST. Any person/iegai entity dealing with 
A. FATTAH MALAS EST. shall do so at his/their 
own risk and responsibility. For future 
subscriptions to Showtime, please contact: 
DARWISH KHALI Li SONS TRADING CO. 

Tel: + 962-6-553 8313, 

ORBITEK Tel: + 962-6-551 6171, 

RUBA INTERNATIONAL TRDG. EST. 

Tel: + 962-6-582 5814/5/6, Amman, Jordan. 
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End of Summer Sale 


From 30% to, 50% 
off all stock 96,97 

* Quilts * Cushions * Wallhangings * Rugs 


Starting September 19 thru September 30 

Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Friday & Official holidays from 10:00 tiii 7:00) 


Jordan River Designs Showroom 
Jabal Amman - Rainbow St. 
Tel.: 4613081 


GULF DTH LDC / SHOWTIME 
P O Box 61315 
Jebel All Free Zone, Dubai 
United Arab Emirates. 


Jordan Times 
Fax: 5696183 



Australia 


memories 
of Davis 
Cup loss 


VfB Stuttgart's Jens Keller, right and Eintracht Frankfort’s Chinese player Chen 
Yang go For a header in the German Soccer Cop second round match VfB 
Stuttgart against Eintracht Frankfurt in the Gottlieb Daimler Stadium in 
Stuttgart. Stuttgart won the match 3-2 (AP photo) 


Nuggets 

name 


NBA ready to wipe out 
pre-season games 


new 


coach 


DENVER (AFP) — Mike 
D' Antoni, the Denver 
Nuggets’ director of player 
personnel through the sec- 
ond-worst season in 
National Basketball 

Association history, was 
named the club's coach 
here Tuesday. 

D'Antoni is reportedly 
one month into a three-year 
contract worth $2.75 mil- 
lion but the public 
announcement was delayed 
until he had assembled a 
staff of assistants. 

The Nuggets went 11-71 
last season, with only the 
nine-win campagin of the 
Philadelphia 76ers worse 
since the league adopted an 
82-game schedule. 

The Nuggets fired coach 
Bill Hanzlik on April 20, a 
move expected after Dan 
Issel returned to become 
genera] manager midway 
through the season. Allan 
Bristow quit that post after 
a 4-42 start. 

The club decline was dic- 
tated by a desire to deal 
away high-priced top talent 
and have u huge pool of 
money to bid for free 
agents offer the season. 

But the plan backfired 
when NBA owners decided 
to impose a lockout, claim- 
ing they needed new salary 
cap provisions to save 
clubs economically. 

The start of the upcoming 
season, planned for 
November, is in doubt and 
chances are that whatever 
plan is adopted it will pro- 
vide all clubs a better 
chance for free agency. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The National Basketball 
Association has put its 29 clubs on alert that it will cancel 
training camps and pre-season games this week, maybe by 
Wednesday, due to the ongoing labour dispute. 

And with negotiators unable to even agree on ground 
rules for further talks, the move virtually assures the NBA 
season will not begin as planned on November 3. No ses- 
sions are currently scheduled. 

The NBA is the only major North American sports league 
to never lose a regular season game to a labour dispute, but 
reports here said that is almost certain to change by the end 
of the month. i 

The league has already cancelled a rookie orientation 
programme, referee tr ainin g camp and a first-ever pre-sea- 
son game in Israel. Pre-season games were set to start 
October 12, six days after camps began. 

Union officials have told players for the past month that 
the exhibition schedule would be wiped out and the season 
would not begin as scheduled. 

The move has little leverage with players, whose first 
missed paychecks will not come until the second week of 
November. 

NBA owners and union leaders have talked of staging 
more negotiations and said talks could have started two 
weeks ago if sides could have come to an understanding. 

The most recent talks, on August 6, ended when the 
union made a proposal and owners' representatives walked 
out, saying the plan did not understand owners* need to 
limit the total percentage 1 of income ' spent ’ on player 
salaries. ... _ , 

Talks' are now'unlikely r td TesufnefmtiT a 'ruling by arbi--' 
trator John Feerick on whether owners must pay more than 
200 players currently under guaranteed contracts even with 
the league shut down. 

Feerick has until October 18 to make his decision. 

Should he rule that owners must pay, they would have lit- 
tle reason to keep players locked out, even though about 
200 without assured deals would be free agents. 

Teams are receiving a minimal income from their televi- 
sion contract to pay office staff but not nearly enough to 
cover rich player pacts. 

NBA commissioner David Stem claims some clubs. have 
said they would be better off not playing the season under 
existing free agency rules and reports here said 12 owners 
told Stem they favoured cancelling the season altogether. 

The main problem is that owners arc out-bidding each 
other into debt for top talent on the free agency market. 

While the league has a salary cap, there is an exemption 
that allows clubs to pay above that limit to re-sign their 
own free agents. Owners want that loophole ended. Players 
want to keep it to keep salaries high. 

The exception has allowed the Chicago Bulls to pay 
Michael Jordan $33 million, more than some entire clubs. 
The Bulls have kept key players on one-year contracts, 
resigning each to big deals every year. 


TOWNSVILLE, Australia 
(AFP) — Australian cap- 
tain John Newcombe said 
his team was determined to 
exorcise the memory of a 
shock defeat to Zimbabwe 
when it meets Uzbekistan 
in their Davis Cup tie start- 
ing here Friday. 

The Australians, led by 
newly-crowned U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter, lost 
3-2 to Zimbabwe in April 
a result which sent them 
crashing back to world 
group qualifying. 

A defeat to Uzbekistan, 
whose two singles players, 
are both ranked in the 200s 
in the world, would push 
Australia out of the .world 
group for just the second 
time. The last came in 1995 
when they were beaten by 
Hungary. 

Newcombe said 

Wednesday of the first- 
round loss to Zimbabwe: “I 
think it’s in the back of 
everybody’s mind. 

“We have to redeem our- 
selves, we have to do the 
job, there’s no escaping 
that. The challenge is there 
and we have to face it head 


on.” 

Tennis Australia 

President Geoff Pollard, 
meanwhile, has banned the 
team from commenting cm 
World No. 14 Mark 
Philippoussis’ refusal to 
play for the team. 

Philippoussis wants an' 
apology from ^Newcombfe 
and coach Tony Roache. 
who, he claims, refused taiT 
pleas for help when he was 
struggling for form when 
his father had cancer late 
last year. 

Newcombe, who has 
rejected the demand and 
called on the player to 
grow up, said Rafter had 
recovered from his U.S. 
Open triumph and was rw\ 
ing to go. 

Rafter and Jason 
Stoltenberg will play the 
singles, with their likely 
opponents Oleg Ogorodov, 
ranked 226 in the world, 
and Vadim Kutsenko, 
ranked 245. 

Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodforde will play 
the doubles. 


Ferguson denies transfer talk 


France to host Egypt in friendly 


LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United boss Alex 
Ferguson said Wednesday that he will not be selling any of 
the English Premiership club’s star players. Aston Villa are 
keen on signing Andy Cole, while Crystal Palace are tar- 
geting fellow striker Teddy Sheringhara. But Ferguson 
insisted that “there are no players for sale.” Ferguson also 
laughed off reports that he warned to sign Croatian interna- 
tional midfielder Silvio Marie from Croatia Zagreb, deny- 
ing any knowledge of an impending deal. 


CAIRO (AFP) — World Cup holders France will play a 
friendly international against African champions Egypt at 
the Stade de France in Saint-Denis on November 17, the- 
Egyptian Football Federation announced Wednesday. 


Feyenoord edge PSV 


Everton signs record deal 


LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — Steve Siraonsen became 
the most expensive goalkeeper in British soccer history 
Wednesday when he completed a £3.3-raillion ($5.4 mil- 
lion) transfer from Tranmere to Everton. The signing of the 
19-y ear-old ‘keeper beats the £2.25 million ($3.7 million) 
Leeds paid Crystal Palace for Nigel Martyn in July 1997. 
Simonseo’s contract is structured to take into account the 
number of Premier League and England appearances he 
makes for the club. Simonson is the England Under-21 
‘keeper. 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Goals either side of the half gave 
Dutch league leader Feyenoord a 2-1 win at arch-rival ? SY 
Eindhoven Tuesday and its fifth victory from five games. 
Feyenoord s 15 points put it four clear of Ajax and FC 
Utrecht who are tied for second, while PSV languishes in 
tenth with seven points. This traditional grudge match 
between two of the country’s top three tpamc produced 
seven yellow cards, five of them for PSV fouls on Cruz and 
Van Vossen. / 
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CINEMA 


TELS699238 


CINEMA TEUS677420 


TEL; 5934793 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA l 2‘ 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL: 4625155 


John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John .. in 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Sophie Marceau ... Comedian Adel Imam .. in 
in Leo Tolstoy's love story 

AL Z A'EEM 

ANNA KARENINA 

Shows: 6:30, 9:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, Additional shows Thursday and 
8:30, 10:30 Friday evenings at 12:30 


NASSER 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6:15.8:30,10:30 


ABDOUN 

wicw.cns.com.jo/Callerm 


ABDOUN 

Tuww.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows 3 JO, 5:30 onJy 


a m a /-'rrvnn\T GREAT 

ARMAGEDDON EXPECTATIONS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8-30,10:45 


Watch out for 
the new play 







Sports 

7th Arab Cud finals 

Jordan plays Libya today 
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By a Staff Reporter 

THE JORDANIAN SOCCER team meets 
Libya in their first match at the 7ih Arab 
Cup finals currently underway in Doha, 
Qatar, with 12 teams taking part. 

Both teams will be looking for a win to 
qualify to the second round. Libya lost their 
first match 2-1 to hosts Qatar in the tourna- 
ment opening match. 

On Wednesday Morocco beat the United 
Arab Emirates 1-0 while Egypt beat Syria 
2-1 in on earlier match. 

Teams playing in the Sept. 22-Ocl 1 
finals have been divided into four groups 

Jordan is playing alongside Libya and 
Qatar in Group 1 . Egypt, Kuwait and Syria 
arc playing in Group 2; Morocco, the UAJE 
and Sudan in Group 3, while Group 4 
includes Saudi Arabia. Algeria and 
Lebanon. 

The top team in each group will qualify to 
the second round where the winners 
advance to the finals and the losers play for 
third and fourth places. 

The Arab Soccer Federation set cash 
awards to the top four teams: $40,000 for 
the champion, $30,000 for the runner up, 
and 520,000 for the third and fourth-placed 
teams. 

The Jordanian team headed to Doha after 
a training camp in Egypt where they won 
one match, drew in two and lost another 
two. They previously had two training 
camps in Aqaba and Yugoslavia. 

Jordan has taken part in ail past six Arab 
Cups since the championship first kicked 
off in 1963. The Kingdom achieved the best 


result in the 5th Cup hosted in Amman 
where Jordan took fourth place. 

The Kingdom’s team has played a total of 
21 Arab Cup matches winning only three, 
drawing in three and losing 15 matches. 

Throughout the past six Arab Cups. 
Jordan scored only 1 3 goals while allowing 
51 in. 

Iraq are the four time titleholders. Tunisia 
and Egypt have won it once each, while 
Syria are three time runners-up. 

Jordan had qualified to the Arab Cup 
finals after beating Lebanon 2-0, drawing 
1-1 with Palestine, and losing to Syria 3-0 
in the preliminaries held in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 

Premier League matches have meanwhile 
been put on hold pending the return of the 
national team, while the Jordan Football 
Association Shield — is currently under- 
way with team lineups missing their nation- 
al team players. 

The national Learn includes: Ahmad Abu 
Nasouh, Mohammad Abu Daoud, Freidon 
Shamsudin, Abdallah Abu Zame’h, Amjad 
Taher, Faisal Ibrahim, Haiem Aqel, 
Haithara Shboul, Haitham Samrin, 
Mobannad Mahadin, Osama TalaL Subhi 
Suleiman, Sufyan Abdullah, • Ali Juma'a, 
Laith D ardour, Farid Sbanaineh, Hassouneh 
Sheikh, Ihab Ma'ali, Abdullah Shiyyab, 
Ra’fat Ali. Badran Shaqran, and Mazen 
Aiibar. 

Three key players are missing from the 
lineup: Jiryes Tadros (injury), Jamal Abu 
Abed (retired), and Yousef Ammouri who 
was not named to the team. 


Spectre of drug abuse emerges 
publicly after Griffith-Joyner death 


PARIS (AFP) — The spec- 
tre of drug abuse over the 
death of Olympic sprint 
champion Florence 

Griffith-Joyner publicly 
emerged on Tuesday 
although a cautious 
International Olympic 
Committee (.IOC) described 
her as a very great champi- 
on. 

Experts on drug use in 
sport and a training partner 
believed Flo Jo took drugs 
and spoke out on the dan- 
gers of banned substances 
in the wake of her death. 
However, IOC Director 
General Francois Carrard 
pointed out she never failed 
a drugs test. 

Griffith-Joyner was as 
famous for her lavish out- 
fits. long fingernails and 
make-up as she was for her 
three Olympic titles at the 
1988 Olympics in Seoul. 
Police said an autopsy 
will be conducted but she is 
believed to have died of a 
heart seizure similar to one 
she suffered in April of 
1996 on a plane bound for 
Sl Louis. 

The London Evening 
Standard carried an inter- 
view with Loma Boothe, 
the British athletics team 
manager, in which she 
spoke of her amazement at 
the transformation of 
Griffith-Joyner from “the 
slightly overweight, slug- 
gish sprinter” to the com- 
plete aLhlete. 


But Boothe later issued a 
statement via an agent for 
the British Athletic 
Federation insisting that 
contrary to some media 
reports “I have no evidence 
to suggest that she 
(Griffith-Joyner) used per- 
formance enhancing drugs 
or illegal substances." 

Two top former German 
sprinters Marita Koch and 
Katrina Krabbe said they 
refused, to believe that a 
link existed between 
Griffith-Joyner’s death and 
the taking of illegal drugs. 

They were responding to 
remarks made by Werner 
Franke, a German expert on 
drugs in sport, who told 
public television station 
ZDF that he was certain Flo 
Jo had died through drug 
abuse. 

Franke believes informa- 
tion brought before the 
American Senate and com- 
ments from Griffith- 
Joyner’s former training 
partner clearly prove - that 
she had used drugs. 

Franke said: “The first 
seizure of Griffith-Joyner 
in 1996 was already symp- 
tomatic of the abuse of ana- 
bolic drugs.” 

A French expert on drugs 
in sport Jean-Pierre de 
Monde nard told France 
Inter radio station: ‘‘For the 
specialists, there is no 
doubt. Her incredible phys- 
ical transformation was not 
natural. 


“Even if you trained 
eight. 10 or even 15 hours a 
day, it is humanly impossi- 
ble to transform yourself m 
that way. By the drug use, 
she lost some of her cardio- 
vascular immunity. The 
process is known.” 

Sadness and caution were 
the watchwords of the IOC 
following Flo Jo’s sudden 
death. 

“We are very sad," said 
Carrard. “She was a very 
great champion who died 
prematurely.” 

When asked on the possi- 
bility of Flo Jo having used 
drugs during her career. 
Canard refused to specu- 
late. 

“We don’t have an opin- 
ion because nothing is 
known about the matter. It 
is completely premature to 
give a decision," Carrard 
said, adding she never 
failed a drugs test. 

Tributes to Flo Jo had 
poured out from all over the 
world, including from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, 
sprint legend Carl Lewis, 
high hurdler Greg Foster, 
and many others. 


IOC drugs 
czar 
rejects 
Flo-Jo 
drugs link 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
International Olympic 
Committee's (IOC) top 
anti-drugs official. Prince 
Alexandre de Merode. 
refused Wednesday to link 
the death of Florence 
Griffith Joyner with per- 
formance-enhancing 
drugs. 

Merode, head of the IOC 
medical commission, was 
quoted in ihe newspaper 
Le Soir as saying: “1 do not 
want to cast the least suspi- 
cion nor the least accusa- 
tion .concerning her." 

He stressed the commis- 
sion had “never found the 
slightest proof” that the 
American sprinter, who 
died on Monday at the age 
of 3S following a “h can 
seizure," had used drugs. 

Griffith Joyner, who won 
three gold medals at the 
19SS Olympics at Seoul 
and still holds the world 
record for borh the 1 00 and 
200 metres, vehemently 
denied claims she had 
laken drugs. She never 
failed a drug test. 

Merode added: “Let the 
dead rest in pence. If there 
are claims, 1 do not think 
they should be further dis- 
cussed. It’s a subject that 
should be closed once and 
for all." 

He said he still “wanted 
to be able to marvel at one 
of the great sporting per- 
formances." 

Griffith Joyner's critics 
claim that not only did her 
muscular physique develop 
extraordinarily rapidly but 
that she also ran phenome- 
nal times only in 1988. 
never coming close to 
those times before or after. 

Her 100m world record 
stands at 10.49 and her 
200m record at 21.34. The 
current 100m champion, 
Marion Jones, has a per- 
sonal best of 10.71 over the 
shorter distance. 

In 1989. Darrell 
Robinson, an American 
400ra runner, alleged in an 
interview with a German 
magazine that Griffith 
Joyner had paid him to 
supply her with human 
growth hormone and 
steroids. 

German Werner Franke. 
an expert on drugs in sport, 
has told German public 
television stauon ZDF that 
he is certain Flo Jo died 
through drug abuse. 


Seles puts end to 
Sawamatsu’s tennis career 


TOKYO (AFP) — Monica 
Sele.s put an end to Naoko 
Sawamatsu’s professional 
career as she knocked the 
Japanese out of her final 
WTA event at the Princess 
Cup tennis tournament on 
Wednesday. 

The American defending 
champion, keeping calm 
against a noisy home crowd 
at the Ariake Coliseum, won 
6-3, 3-6, 6-3 in the second 
round of the $450,000 tour- 
nament. 

“U was really difficult 
going into ihe match, 
because I’ve known Naoko 
for quite some time and 1 
respect her so much as a per- 
son, as a player.” said Seles, 
seeded second here. 

Suwumatsu, who had 
never bearen Sele.s in nine 
previous matches, fought 
back in the second set but 
Seles, despite struggling 
with her serve, went a ser- 
vice break up twice in the 
final set before serving out 
for the match. 

Sawumatsu, whose aunt 
Kazuko won the Wimbledon 
doubles title with Anne 
Kiyomuru in 1975, turned 
professional in 1991 after 
winning all the big amateur 
titles available in Japan. 

She captured four WTA 
titles at the Singapore Open 
in 1990, Strasbourg in 1993, 
Singapore in 1994 and the 
Indonesian Open last sea- 
son. and moved up to as 
high as 14th in the world 
rankings in November 1995. 

In die first round Russian 
teenage sensation Anna 
Koumikova. fifth seed, 
powered past Czech Adriana 
Gersi 6-2, 6-1, while seventh 
seed Anke Huber of 
Germany defeated Japan’s 
Naoko Kijimuta 6-3, 345, 6- 
0. 
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Initial autopsy 
results inconclusive 

LOS ANGELES (API — The autopsy on the body of world- 
record holding sprinter Florence Griffith Joyner continued 
Tuesday with no estimate as to when medical examiners would 
make determination of the cause of death, an official said. 

“It could take a few days or a few weeks,” Hector Rivera of 
the Orange County Sheriffs Department said. He added that the 
38-year-old Griffith Joyner died in her sleep at her Mission 
Viejo home in suburban Los Angeles early Monday moraiDg. 

A family friend attributed the death to a heart-related problem. 

Rivera said the coroner started the autopsy Monday at 1 pan. 

Among the procedures was a toxicology test, which is done 
when the of death is unknown. 

World heptathlon record holder Jackie Joyner-Kersee said 
Tuesday mo rning in a TV interview that her sister-in-law, even 
when tired, always fo und time “to put a smile on a young per- 

“She accomplished amazing things on the track as well as off 
the track," Joyner-Kersee said. . . 

A decade ago this week, “Flo Jo" won the first of her tnree 
gold medals at die Seoul Olympics, where her sister-in-law, ax- 
time Olympic medallist and world heptathlon record-holder 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee. also starred. . nrv . 

Griffith Joyner still holds world records in the 100- and *aa>- 
maiedashes. . . f 

She set the 100 mark of 10.49 seconds in the quarterfinals or 
*he 1988 US. Olympic trials at Indianapolis, and since Mmen no 
one has even broken 10.60. At Seoul she won the gold medal in 
a wind-aided 1054. , 

Griffith Joyner then smashed die world 200 record in 
Olympic final, clocking 21.34. American Marion Jones, witha 
21.62 at the World Cup in South Africa earlier this month, is tne 
only other woman to run the 200 in under 2 1.70. 

Griffith Joyner retired from athletics after the Seoul Olympics, 
and she served as codbair of the President’s Council on Physical 
fitness. 
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PERTH (AFP.) — The 
Spanish armada for the 
Hopman Cup mixed 
teams tennis tournament 
here in January will have 
big guns Carlos Moya 
and Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario in its arsenal, 
organisers said 

Wednesday. 

Moya, ranked fifth in 
the world, and Sanchez- 


Vicario ranked fourth, be 
attempting to regain the 
cup they last won in the 
summer of 1990. 

Sanchez- Vicario 
teamed then to beat 
Americans John 

McEnroe and Pam 
Shriver in the final. 

The Hopman Cup, a 
warm up event to the 
first Grand Slam of the 


year, the Australian 
Open, was won this year 
by Karol Kucera and 
Karina Habsudova of the 
Slovak Republic. Kucera 
(sixth) and 

Habsudova(75th') will be 
under heavy pressure to 
retain the title. 


Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project — Phase (II) 
International Competitive Bidding (1 C B) 
Loan No. (3864 - JO) 

Ministry of Education invites interested bidders to participate in the following tenders: 


No. 

Bid No. 

SUBJECT 

Fees (J.D) 

1 

2/97/R 

Compulsory Physics Laboratory (Nine Lots), as 
follows:- 

Lot No. 1 : Electric Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 2: Electronic Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 3: Optical Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 4: Sound Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 5: Fluid Mechanics Equipment 
Lot No. 6: Mechanics Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 7: Magnet Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 8: Heat Experiments Equipment 
Lot No. 9: General Experiments Equipment 

100 

2 

8/98/R 

Compulsory Biology Laboratory, (One Lot), as 
follows:- Lot No. 1: Bio-Chemical Substances 

25 

3 

12/98/R 

Secondary Biology Laboratory, (One Lot), as 
follows:- Lot No. 1: Bio-Chemical Substances 

25 

4 

13/98/R 

Secondary Biology Laboratory, (Two Lots), as 
follows:- 

Lot No. 1: Prepared Microscopic Slides 
Lot No. 2: Prepared Slides for Projector 

50 


Eligible Bidders may obtain Tenders Document at the Furniture & Equipment 
Division/Ministry of Education against the payment of the above nonrefundable fees, 
and presenting a valid professional license and a registration certificate. Starting from 
19/9/1998 

A) The latest date for purchasing Tender Documents is 18/11/1998. 

The Tender Documents can be purchased by an authorised representative 
upon submission of an official request. 

The latest date for submission of inquiris pertinent to the Tender is 18/10/1 998. 
Bids shall be deposited in the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment Division / 
M.O.E7 or by Mail, not later than 11:00 a.m. (Local time) on 18/11/1998. 

The Bids shall be opened on 18/11/1998, at 3:00 p.m. (Local Time). 


E) 


Chairman of Special 
Tenders Committee 





*2 News 


S. Arabia pulls envoy from Kabul 

Taleban leader vows 


to oppose pressure 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Taleban leader Mullah 
Mohammad O mar said 
Wednesday die Afghan 
militia would not be swayed 
by outside pressure after 
Saudi Arabia withdrew its 
envoy from Kabul. 

“As a proud Muslim 
nation, we will make all our 
decisions on the basis of 
principles of Islam.” Omar 
told the Afghan Isl ami c 
Press (AIPj. 

Saudi Arabia Tuesday 
recalled its charge d’affaires 
from Kabul and called on 
Afghanistan's charge d'af- 
faires to leave Riyadh, the 
official Saudi news agency 
SPA said. 

The reclusive Taleban 
leader did not directly criti- 
cise the Saudi decision or 
refer to .its political and 
diplomatic implications. 

Saudi Arabia is one of 
only three nations, along 
with P akistan and the 
United Arab E mirate s, that 
recognises the Islamist 
Taleban mili tia which now 
controls almost 90 per cent 
of Afghanistan. 

The oil-rich kingdom is 
known to have given sub- 
stantial financial assistance 
to the four-year-old ultra- 
orthodox Sunni Muslim 
militia which emerged from 
religious schools in 1994. 

Omar said foreigners were 
trying to take over the 
“decision-making”- process 
concerning the affairs in 
Afghanistan. 

‘They are not even ready 
to listen to our view point,” 
be told the private news ser- 
vice. 

However, the Taleban 
movement will continue to 


concentrate on establishing 
peace throughout 

Afghanistan, be said. 

Afghan observers said 
Saudi Arabia's decision 
could be linked with the 
presence in Afghanistan of 
Saudi multi-millionaire dis- 
sident Osama Ben Laden, 
blamed by both Riyadh and 
Washington for backing ter- 
rorism. 

Riyadh has stripped Ben 
Laden of Saudi nationality 
and Washington accuses 
him of involvement in the 
twin bombing of the U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania in August that 
killed more than 250 people 
including 12 Americans. 

Taleban leaders have 
refused to hand Ben Laden 
over to any outsider but said 
they have imposed restric- 
tions oo him against engag- 
ing in any activity against 
any third country from the 
Afghan soil. 

'Hie U.S. launched a 
cruise missile attack on sus- 
pected terrorist bases of Ben 
Laden in eastern Afghan 
city of Khost on Aug. 20 
which was strongly con- 
demned by the Islamic mili- 
tia while Omar vowed to 
protect the Saudi dissident 
at all cost. 

Riyadh gave no reason for 
the decision which came 
amid criticism of the militia 
in the Saudi press. A Saudi 
newspaper A1 Musliroun 
(The Muslims) on Sunday 
accused the Taleban of hav- 
ing an extreme idealism 
regarding Islam and called 
on the militia to be more 
realistic. 

The Saudi move also fol- 
lowed Monday's decision 


by a U.N.-sponsored inter- 
national conference of the 
so called six-plus-two states 
to send U.N. envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi back to the region 
in a bid to defuse tensions 
between Iran and the 
Taleban and to revive the 
Afghan peace process. 

In a joint statement the 
conference attended by 
Afghanistan's six neigh- 
bours — Iran, Pakistan, 
China. Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan as well as 
Russia and the United 
States — also called for a 
broad-based government in 
Afghanistan. 

Taleban spokesman Abdul 
Hae Mutmaen said Tuesday 
the militia would cooperate 
with the U.N. envoy. But he 
stressed the Taleban admin- 
istration represented a 
broad-based government 
supported by all nationali- 
ties in Afghanistan. 

Analysts said the Saudi 
decision would be irksome 
for the Taleban, already 
locked in rising tension with 
its Muslim neighbour Iran. 

Tehran's relations with 
Taleban deteriorated fol- 
lowing the murder of eight 
I ranian diplomats and an 
Iranian journalist when the 
militia seized the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif on August 8. 

Tehran condemned the 
killin gs and deployed thou- 
sands of troops in battle 
ready positions along its 
border with Afghanistan. 

Riyadh earlier urged both 
Iran and the Taleban to 
show restraint and to 
resolve their conflict in a 
peaceful manner. 


Diplomats: Bounty still 
on Rushdie’s head 


TEHRAN (R) — A wealthy rev- 
olutionary foundation in Iran 
still has a $25 million bounty on 
the bead of British author 
Salman Rushdie even though 
Resident Mohammad Khatami 
says die issue is “completely fin- 
ished,” diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

Khatami, who returned to a 
ceremonial welcome at Tehran 
airport on Wednesday, said on 
Tuesday shortly before leaving 
New York where be had 
addressed the UN. General 
Assembly: “We should consider 
the Salman Rushdie issue as 
completely finished.” Britain 
and die United States greeted the 
reformist Iranian leader's 
remarks with caution. British 
officials said Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook would seek clarifi- 
cation when he meet his Iranian 
counterpart Kama! Khanazi at 
the United Nations on Thursday. 

Khatami's statement appeared 
to constitute oo substantive 
change in Iran’s long-held posi- 
tion on die death sentence on the 
British author, diplomats in die 
Iranian capital said. 

Iran's late revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini 
issued the farwa or religious 


edict for blaspheming against 
Islam in Rushdie's novel ‘The 
Satanic Verses,” shortly before 
the Shiite Muslim clergyman 
died in 1989. 

The fatwa said any Muslim 
able to kill Rushdie had a duty to 
do so. 

Iran says only the person who 
issues a farwa can revoke or 
annul it and the Islamic revolu- 
tion's founding father and spiri- 
tual leader is dead. 

"Much will depend on 
whether the 15th of Khordad 
Foundation agrees to withdraw 
its reward for killing Rushdie,” 
one Western diplomat in Tehran 
said. 

‘There hasn't been much sign 
of that so far. In fact, they 
increased it from $2 million only 
last yean” The foundation is a 
charity which helps poor fami- 
lies with funds from its activities 
in trade and manufacturing in 
factories confiscated after the 
revolution. 

It is named for the date in the 
Iranian calendar when a 1963 
uprising in the Shiite holy city of 
Qom was suppressed by Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's 
security forces. 

The autocratic, pro-Western 


shah was eventually toppled in 
1979 by a revolution that 
replaced the 2500-year-old 
Persian monarchy with an 
Islamic republic. 

Earlier this year Iran described 
die Rushdie affair, a major stum- 
bling block to its improved rela- 
tions with the West, as belonging 
to the “cold war” period and 
said it should not hamper 
Tehran’s better ties with die 
European Union. 

But the Indian-bom writer 
remains in hiding and under 
constant guard by armed British 
police, and Britain says there can 
be no immediate prospect of 
ministerial visits between 
Tehran and London while the 
death edict remains in place. 

The Iranian government has 
repeatedly said that the 15th of 
Khordad Foundation is not a 
state-run organisation and the 
government would not send 
agents to cany out the farwa. 

It has refused to give written 
assurances sought by tbe British 
government, which also wants 
an unequivocal statement by the 
government of Iran dissociating 
itself form the $25 million 
reward for Rushdie's death. 


Iranian MPs lash out at liberal media 


TEHRAN (R) — Two-thirds 
of deputies in Iran's parliament 
on Wednesday called for jour- 
nalists who wrote against 
Islamic principles to be put on 
trial for threatening national 
security. 

Tbe official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said 180 of the 
270 deputies, in a letter read 
out in parliament, backed 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei's call for action 
against newspapers he accused 
of “abusing freedom of 
speech.” 

“The deputies stressed in 
their letter that those who write 
against the principles of Islam 
should be confronted as those 
working against the security of 
the country,” IRNA reported. 

lt also proposed that the 
Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Ministry, with the Information 
Ministry, should “identify all 
those in the press who have tar- 
geted the frith of the people to 
enable the judiciary to deal 
with them within the Islamic 
penal code." 


IRNA said a parliamentary 
committee had also called on 
officials to “give proper expla- 
nation of tbe duties of tbe mass 
media and a real definition of 
social freedoms in order to lead 
society towards calm and tran- 
quillity.” 

The parliamentary action fol- 
lowed a crackdown by Iranian 
authorities against moderate 
publications, which began to 
thrive after reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami came to 
power last year on a platform 
of more freedoms. 

In die past two weeks, 
authorities have closed down 
tbe moderate Tons newspaper, 
suspended several magazines 
and detained a number of jour- 
nalists, including two IRNA 
officials. 

Senior IRNA editors and 
reporters on Wednesday called 
for the immediate release of 
deputy managing director 
Mohammad Reza Sadeq and 
Aliieza Khosravi, a senior edi- 
tor. detained on Tuesday over a 
report on a failed assassination 


attempt against Mohsen 
Rafiqdoust the head of a pow- 
erful economic foundation. 

IRNA said the two were 
expected to be released on bail 
after colleagues collected 100 
million rials ($33,000; for the 
bond. 

The two were questioned for 
five hours and detained at 
Tehran's notorious £vin prison 
after a complaint by 
Rafiqdoust head of the 
Bonyad-e Mostazafan va 
Janbazan (Foundation for the 
Disinherited and- tire War 
Disabled). 

Rafiqdoust a veteran conser- 
vative political figure, escaped 
the attempt on his life earlier 
this month. Iranian media said 
he was not hurt in the attack. 

The Bonyad is ban's largest 
state-affiliated economic con- 
glomerate, controlling most 
hotels and many other compa- 
nies. 

IRNA has been accused by 
conservatives of riding in some 
of its reporting with Khatami s 
backers. 
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FREE VANUNU: Israeli and foreign anti-nuclear activists protest in front of the Israeli prime minister's office on 
Tuesday, for the release of 'Nuclear spy' Mordechai Vanunu, a former nuclear technician jailed since 1986 for leaking 
details of Israel's atomic weapons program (AFP photo) 


Anti-nuclear activists urge Israel to free Vanunu 


TEL AVIV (R) — A Norwegian anti-nuclear group said it had 
submitted a petition of one million signatures to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's office on Wednesday demanding the 
release of Israeli nuclear whistle-blower Mordechai Vanunu. 

The group was one of several to demonstrate outside 
Netanyahu’s office in occupied Jerusalem with calls for an end to 
Vanunu ’s imprisonment and an end to nuclear weapons produc- 
tion. 

‘This is a petition from 65 Norwegian organisations, mainly 
trade unions. Behind this petition there are one million members,” 
said a representative of the Norwegian group. 

“Vanunu has suffered enough and now it's time to release him.” 
he said. 

Vanunu, 43. a former nuclear technician at tbe Dimona nuclear 
plant in southern Israel was sentenced to 18 years for spying in 


1986 after telling Britain’s Sunday Times newspaper that Israel 
had built more than 200 atomic bombs at the plant 

He has served two-thirds of his sentence, most of it in solitary 
co nfinement. A parole board ruled in May that he should complete 
his term 

Demonstrators chanted “Free Vanunu Now” while holding 
large photographs of the man who has become a symbol of 
Israel's anti-nuclear movement for daring to spOl national secrets. 

Anti-nuclear activists said Tbesday Israeli police had arrested 10 
fellow activists trying to enter the Dimona plant to conduct a “cit- 
izens’ inspection.” 

Israel makes no comment on its atomic programme except to 
say it will not be the first to introduce nuclear weapons into tbe 
Middle East 


Israelis file suit to block 


expansion of laboratory 


NESS ZIONA (AFP) — 
Israelis living near a top secret 
bacteriological research labo- 
ratory have filed an appeal with 
the supreme court to stop its 
planned expansion. Israel army 
radio said Wednesday. 

The court on Thursday wflj 
hear tbe residents’ request, 
which is backed by Yousef 
Sbvo. mayor of the town of 
Ness Ziona where the 
Biological Research Institute is 
located. 

The institute, which employs 
some 120 scientists and 180 
other staff, is seeking to add 
135 acres of land to its site in 
the town of 25,000 located 
south of Tel Aviv. 

The activities of the Ness 
Ziona institute are classified 
but foreign experts say tbe 
facility produces chemical and 
bacteriological weapons and 
antidotes for such arms. 

The states attorneys’ office, 
which is representing the insti- 
tute before the supreme court. 


said the foreign reports were 
“inexact” but said it was “not 
possible, for security reasons, 
to give further details on the 
institute's activities.” army 
radio said 

Mayor Shvo called in an 
interview on the radio for an 
investigation by a “neutral 
agency” of tbe security situa- 
tion at the biological centre 
before any expansion of the 
site. 

‘This is a problem which 
concerns not only Ness Ziona 
but also other nearby cities, 
including Tel Aviv ” he said 

“Approving the expansion of 
the institute will further estab- 
lish it in the centre of our town 
when what we want is to get it 
moved to a less densely popu- 
lated area.” he said. 

Last week a former deputy 
director of the institute, Marcus 
Klingbcrg, was released after 
serving 15 years of a 20-year 
prison term for spying for the 
former Soviet Union. 


Tbe exact charges against 
Klingbeig. now 80, were never 
made public and for the first 10 
years of his detention authori- 
ties would not even acknowl- 
edge that he had been arrested 
The stale refused for years to 
permit Klingbeig 's release 
despite his advanced age and 
failing health, claiming he 
remained a serious threat to 


state security. 

. He was finally released on 
condition he be accompanied 
24-hours-a-day by persons 
authorised by the Shin Bet 
secret service and that all his 
communication with the out- 


side world be monitored 

Last month press reports said 
four people had been killed and 
25 injured in four separate 
accidents ar die Ness Ziona 
plant which were never made 
public. In one incident accord- 
ing to the reports, authorities 
almost ordered the evacuation 
of Ness Zona's population. 

But the office of Prime 


Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
issued a rare public statement 
about the institute to deny the 
report: 

“No person has ever been 
killed in a work accident at die 
Biological Institute since its 
inception 45 years ago,” the 
statement said 

Israeli regularly warns of the 
dangers posed by the develop- 
ment of chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons in Syria, Iraq and 
Iran, but has never acknowl- 
edged running similar pro- 
grammes. 

Last year two Israeli secret 
agents were arrested in Jordan 
after using a sophisticated poi- 
son m a botched attempt to kill 
a senior member of the 
Palestinian Islamist movement 
Hamas. 

The two spies were released 
only after Israel provided an 
antidote to save the life of the 
Hamas leader. Khaled 
Misha’al according to 
Jordanian officials. 


Buoyed by world support and favourable 
polls, Clinton launches own offensive 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton, 
revived by favourable opinion 
polls and ringing endorse- 
ment from one of the world’s 
most respected leaders, has 
launched an offensive against 
the chief investigator in the 
Lewinsky affair. 

The White House Tuesday 
lashed out at independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr for 
omitting from his report last 
week to Congress on 
Clinton's affair with Monica 
Lewinsky a statement by her 
to the effect that nobody had 
urged her to lie or attempted 
to buy her silence. 

Clinton got a boost in polls 
taken after his videotaped tes- 
timony before Starr's grand 
jury on August 17 was 
released to foe public on 
Monday. His approval rating 
in a USA Today/CNN/Gallup 
snap poll shot up six points to 
66 per cent from a day earlier, 
and the same proportion of 
respondents believed he 
should not be impeached by 
Congress. 

And Clinton's image 
around the world was made 
very clear by South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who at a White House recep- 
tion Tuesday said all of Africa 
was behind Clinton, as was 


the rest of the world. 

“Our morality does not 
allow us to desert our 
friends,” the venerable leader 
said Clinton's lawyers 
charged that the evidence 
Starr omitted from his report 
could clear Clinton, and hint- 
ed that a possible backlash 
would further strengthen his 
political standing. 

“It is plain now... that the 
Office of Independent 
Counsel (OIQ has signifi- 
cantly distorted the testimony 
of Ms. Lewinsky, quoting it 
when it suited the OlCs pur- 
poses and downplaying it or 
ignoring it when it did not.” 
attorneys Charles Ruff and 
David Kendal] said in a sting- 
ing letter to the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

The allegedly selective use 
of the ex-White House 
intern's statements add up to a 
“critical flaw” in the report, 
which “is stunning in its 
silence about evidence that 
supports the president.” they 
said in their three-page letter. 

Earlier in the day. White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCuny said that a flood of 
material released Monday 
showed ‘how grossly unfair” 
the Starr report was. 

Along with a four-hour 
video of Clinton’s testimony 


before Starr’s grand jury, the 
Republican-led Congress on 
Monday released some 3,000 
pages from the report into 
possible impeachable offens- 
es. 

“In a 445-page referral 
(Starr) found room for hun- 
dreds and hundreds of sala- 
cious details that you know, 
titillated this country and 
embarrassed this country in 
the world,” McCuny said. 

“But it didn’t find room for 
one sentence in die testimony 
of Monica Lewinsky, quoted 
today, i would just like to say 
that no one ever asked me to 
lie. and I was never promised 
a job for my silence,"' 
McCuny said, “That is a 
grievous wrong to the presi- 
dent.” 

Starr’s report to Congress 
listed 11 grounds for possible 
impeachment, accusing die 
president of obstructing jus- 
tice, tampering with witness- 
es, and perjuring himself in 
trying to conceal their affair. 

On Tbesday. House 
Judiciary Committee 

Chairman Henry Hyde said 
his panel had finished sorting 
through 13 boxes of OIC evi- 
dence and had four left to 
review, most of which is 
expected to become public. 

Discussion of reported 


Democratic efforts to work 
out a plea bargain for Clinton 
“is very, very premature,” 
Hyde said. “I don’t know of 
any substance to it. It’s way 
premature to discuss it” 

However. The New York 
Times Wednesday said sever- 
al Democrats had launched an 
aggressive behind-the-scenes 
campaign to save Clinton 
from impeachment and build 
support for a censure deal in 
which the president would be 
harshly rebuked by Congress, 
perhaps matte to pay a large 
fine. 

The strategy, the sources 
said, involved back-channel 
contacts with former Senate 
leaders Bob Dole and 
Howard Baker and former 
President George Bush, all 
Republicans. One Clinton 
aide told the daily the presi- 
dent had begun calling party 
leader and Democrats in 
Congress ro signal that he was 
open to a censure deal. 

"The president wants to end 
this as soon as possible," said 
the unnamed adviser who had 
spoken to Clinton by tele- 
phone. “He warns to get back 
to governing and running the 
country. If a reasonable deal 
can be put on the table, he will 
accept it,” the adviser said. 


Theatre 
critics find 
Kidman’s not 
just a pretty 
face 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Stripping off in a steamy 
London theatre produc- 
tion when you're a glam- 
orous Hollywood film 
star is possibly not the 
best way to convince 
sceptical critics of your 
stage talent, but on 
Tuesday night Nicole 
Kidman did just that. The 
multi-millionaire actress 
chose a risque number to 
make her London stage 
debut, but in doing so, 
delighted the 250 specta- 
tors and earned praise 
from the capital's often 
fierce theatre critics. For 
the acting profession’s 
minimum' weekly fee of 
$417, Kidman plays five 
different women involved 
in tumultuous love affairs 
in David Hare’s “The 
Blue Room,” adapted 
from Arthur Schninler's 
“La Ronde.” 


Schumachers 
expecting 
new baby 


BONN (AFP) — Double 
Formula One champion 
Michael Schumacher and 
his wife Corinna 
announced Wednesday , 
the arrival in sey&i 
months' time of a sec6hd 
baby, in an interview with 
the tabloid Bild. “We are 
hugely delighted,” 

Schumacher told . . the 
paper, about the imminent 
arrival of a new brother 
or sister for 19-month-;Old 
Gina. Michael and 
Corinna, both 29, have 
their hearts set on a big 
family of ‘‘three or four 
children,” the racer told 
Bild. The announcement 
comes ahead of 
Schumacher's bid to beat 
Finland’s Mika Hakkinen 
in Sunday’s Luxembourg 
Grand Prix at the 
Nurburgring circuit. 


Singers 
nominated for 
induction into 
Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame 


CLEVELAND (R) — 
Bruce Springsteen, Paul 
McCartney and Billy Joel 
were among the recording 
stars nominated for 
induction into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame for 
1999, a spokesman- said. 
Other nominees included 
heavy-metal pioneers 
Black Sabbath, doo-wop 
groups the Flamingos and 
the Moonglows,. and 
many others. Tbe induc- 
tion process is overseen 
by the New York-based 
Rock and Roil Hall of 
Fame Foundation, which 
mails ballots to an inter- 
national group of more 
than 800 artists, produc- 
ers, broadcasters, writers 
and music industry exec- 
utives. 


Britain’s 
youngest 
sailor bullied 
into quitting 


LONDON (AFP) 
Britain's youngest sailor 
has quit after repeated 
bullying by older ship- 
mates at sea, the defeat* 
ministry said Wednesday. 
The Royal Navy .was 
inquiring into the treat- 
ment of mechanic David 
Allen, who joined the 
destroyer HMS Cardiff a* 
age of 16. It is under- 
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stood that Ailen — n° w 


17 


— complained that be 
was hit on several occa- 
sions after making rou- 
tine mistakes and was 
regularly verbally abased 
and singled out to per- 
form menial tasks. He has 
been flown back to Ids 
home in Havant, in south- 
ern England, from Naples 
in Italy after being gran 1 ' 
ed compassionate leave.. 
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